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EX they who are guilty of it, 7 


prehended, tried,and condemned 
in theſe $ ER MOONS. 


reached at Rechford | in Eſſe 


ong before his death,by that able mo | 
falf and laborious Miniſter of Jeſus Cht | 


Mr. William Fenner, B. D. and made publique by 
one of h's nnworthy fellow-labourers 


Prov. 1.24,2$,2 $Brcauſe | have called and ye bave'r, 
have ftretchgH out my hand, and noman ret d,but yeh 
ſet at nought all my counſel, and wonld none I reproof, 
will a!ſo laugh at your calamity , _- mock when your fear 
comet h 


P 


— 


life. I am come in my Fathers Name,and ye receive me'wor 5 
if another ſha'l come in his own Name,bim you will rec 


Velle meum Domine miſe) icordi Tale eft der 
quale eft velle tuum de med ad te reverſune.Guil, 
de tk hetor. Div.c 14. 
Quid agit liberum? Breviter reſpondeo, ſalvatur. 
Bern.de Lib. Arb. & Gr. 
Non velle in cauſe eft,non poſſe pretenditur.Sew.. 
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John 5. 40, 43- And ye will nat come to me that ye might have < NW | 
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*'To the right Honourable 


| Robert Rich, Baron of Lee in 
) | ( Eſſex , and Earl of Warwick: 
vn Abundance of ſpiritual bleſ- 

| ſings in Jeſus Chriſt. 


'T 4s! being upon a prophetical wing , 
Pe the Lora had poured upon him, 
@ notonly an Apoſtolical, but a Prophe- 
' Fical ſpirit )) doth foretell in 2 Tim. 3. 1. rebar 
That in the laſt days,perilous times ſhould com, pn, 
tbl who are full of carzal ſelf-love and the infal-- 
withankfulneſs, will much encreaſe the Rn 
danger of this laſt age of the World; (the 
[Lord root up all ſuch weeds out of our 
hearts.) | | 
' God hath, I hope, given your Honour 
ſuch a meaſure of love ts the publique, and 
iſo aFive a ſpirit todo goodto others, as will 
help to letſen the danger of theſe evil 
times. AndI would be fo thankful! for 
favours received, that I might not.be 
'ranked among this diſhonourable Catalogue 
'which here Pax! ſums up, of ſuch as make 
bad times worſe. F Pays 

It is your Honours beppineſe and ad. 
vantage, (as it was ones ſaid of. the _ 

| A {;,- <= 


mY The Epiltle KR | 
of Gniſe in France, that he did put obli gati ( 
ons upon all that you can engage very many, 1, 
and amongſt the reſt, I mult ever ae ,, 
knowledge my ſelf one, who in one of th 5 

ceateſt #xrings of my life, by the goo(4 

Rd of-God upon me i your free conſe 

and Noble bownty have had fo much con! ,, 
Prov.zo; fort,in the zeereſt and deereſt relation, tha 44 
20,11,12.T never enyied any other, bat finde inal ;þ 
ter of everlaſting praiſes to God for his gooll g, 
- weſs to my ſelf therein. And being under | ny 
_ » great obligations, when I can produce ng ge 
thing of my own worthy your acceptance, | xg 
. . fakeleavetoadGt the part of a 1dwife t| 
i. 444 this happy Birth which may call your Bl of 
rotr Father, as will appear by the follom 
ing Letter,that it was a/timately intended f L 
your ſpiritual advantage; and it were no E 

a kihd of ſacr:lege 'to keep the holy iſt ;g 

frotn you that is ſo much your own. Ttjoyt oy 
the fouls 'of me and many more of you 6 
praying. ſervants, that they have | je: 
much occaſion to praiſe their God on you p, 
behalf, for fo many able and faithfu 4; 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, of the firſt, Fig fin 
and third magnitude, that your prudent,fi p, 
therly care hath fixed, where you as Patri ,n 
havebeen trafted. © an 
_'Ofthe tiny Chariots and 'Horfmer | ,,, 
Iſrael, that your Noble Father and ky a, 

a 


Dedicatory. 
hav aghe triumphantly into Eſſex , 
411 C herein you did happily Patrizare) the 
y Lord continue the like care to build ard 
AQ repair his Houſe in thoſe who ſurvive you 
: from generation to generation, that ſo your 


oof Houſe may ſtill be hanourably ſupported. 
ſe Eccleſtaſtical Story {1 peaks (0) one Henri» 
on! cur Auceps , when he did fight againſtthe 
Hwngariaxs,made this vow to God, That if 
na the t.ord wonld give him vi&ory agamſt his 
0# enemy, he would purge his Country fron Simo- 
rh ny, which at that time mightily aboune 
0 ded therein. We want men of ſuch an he« 
e | raical Zealous diſpoſetion 1n Exglard. 
et| Ohthatall Patrozs were more #rindfull 
al of their high truſt; then they would not 
ik ſo often betray the ſouls of people by 
4 petting offa friend, &c. with a Living to 
10 


2 Kings 
13.14, Ke: 


| 


” ome #xworthy Chaplain. Doubtleſs there 
11% is many a damned creature roaring in Hell, 
Y< curfing covetous.Patrons as well as unfaith- 
Ol full Paſtors; for whoſe Blood(in partat 
leaſt) rhey muſt be accountable to the 
Father of ſpirits, and Judge of quick and 
fil cad. A moſt heavy reckoning, when the 
” fins of fomany Congregations, to which 
2/' Patrons are acceſlary by ſending ignorant 
T1 and fcandalous Miniſters amongſt them, 
., are made theirs; whereas the leaft of their 
! © own ſins unrepented of, will ſink them eter- 
A nally, A 3 God 


The Epiſtle a. 

God who is faithfull, will not forget| 
your labour and coſt of Jove to the truly 
reverend man of God, Mr, Hooker, (who! 
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d 
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Fr 


is now finging Halelujahs in Heavenly| & 


*There Manſions ) when he was perſecuted by the 

are many * Archi. flamen of Canterbury, He will pay 

——_ abundantly for the proteting and nur- 

em. ſing his Children, Heb.6. 10. 

undertake ro.make ir appear, that as Heatheniſh feaſts Bacchanalis G& 

Saturnalia, gyc. were turned into Chriſtmas, and ſuch other feaſts,ho-} 

ping thereby ro win Heathens ro Chriſt : ſo were Archi-flamens, and' 

Flamens chapged into Arch-prelates, and Prelates, out of a good in-\ 
rentiOon. | 

I know not how better to expreſs my| 

deep ſenſe of your moſt real favour (the 

© comfort. whereof I daly injoy) than by] 

taking the humble boldneſs to beſeech 

your Honour to add one' thing more, 

which indeed 1s the »mm neceſſarium , 

Luke 1s. Whereby you will gain that better part , 

42. which ſhall not be taken from you 5 Namely ,' 

that you would ſtudy and pray that you 

Rer.1 20, 7449 malk, in the light and heat of that glori./ 

s. ons Goſpel-Conſtellation C for Miniſters are | 

Kh 5 Stars, and the * Angels of the Churches) 

2d by che Which you have endeavoured to fix i, 

Tranſla- your Orb, Your Honour hath been ſo of. | 


tors in the”; . 
conren;. © ten at Sea, and there beholding the wor- 
of the ſecond: Chapter of the Revelation. They, it ſeems, did not 
think thefe Angels to be Prelates , | | 
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| —< S$ Dedicatory. 
pet ders 0 God in the deep, have been taught 
aly, to wreſile with him for wercy. Itisanold 
ho! ſaying , he that would learn to pray, let hins Quiveſei 
ly| go foSea, Beliege Heaven with your un- ;;;,. tif- 
he! wearied importunities, that the Ark of cat navi- 
ay, the Goſpel, which you have provided for = 
r= thouſands , may be your own everlaſting © 
SanFuary. And that your teaſting »poz 
uf their dainties, may be fat and flouriſhing in 
ho:| your laſt dayes 3 ſtanding ſftedfaſt in theſe 
nd! baking times, and immoveable, keepi 
|' Faith and a good Conſcience, (which too 
wy| many having put away concerning Faith , 
hel have made ſhipwrack.) more 'and more a- 
»y| bounding in the work of the Lord, for as 


<< much as you know your labour is not in vain in 


e g the Lord. 

;/|  Thisthroughthegrace of Chriſt, 
r, ſhall be the earneſt prayer of 
*y him whois, | 

ol My Lord, 

% Tour Honours moſt obliged ſe wroant, 
f. | 

A THOMAS HILL. 


| "SW: «,, Rs bn. 
The Right Worſhipſull my muck = 

|  Hoapawred taiend, | 
| Sir NATHANLEL R1CH. 


Have beer often thiyking what to ſend ta yer, * 
at laſt thisT heme which [ have lately trriated of 
tmmthe Pulpit came'tmto my minde; its of infinite 

aſe and neceſſity, and a truth little examined, con- 

fraered.or lajed to heart ,yet marvellous neceſſary for | 
humiliation to all the children of God, and of axeat 
weight for. the mveakin? the warld gwlty befre | 


Gog. I had theyohr to bave ſent it to my Lord of 
Warwick for his ſ ubcifive hours ; andif you judge 
it profitable, after your peruſal of it , to'commit it 
unto him for me, you ſhall do well. T am ſorry to 
brerief fue a Worthit's ſickneſs or weakneſs. New | 

mw Eliſha; che 01077 of God: was fallen fick , the very | -- 

2 King 13. yds ar: able to frog through The Lord lend you 

? health and ſtrength,and peace and comPforts,and joy; 
it is not only matter af courteſie to pray for ſuch 
as yon are, but of arbt, and our very neceſſities and 
duties call for it and mine more eſpecially.T he Lord 
he rercifuli-to me, and ro many in reifing you up , \ 
and make you plenus dierum , and ſerus in caclum 
redire, tet); 8fithe lners/than 1 wiſh you, And ſo I 
commend you to the word of his power that is able to 


keep you, and reſt 


Yaurs in the Lord Jeſus, | 
WILLIAM FENNER. | 
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To the Chriſtian Reader, who de- 
ſixeth to hold faſt the form of ſound 


words 1n faith and love, which is in 
Chriſt Jeſas 3 and to advance Free: grace 
above Free-will. 


F 0: admirably wiſe axd fatherly 

ME beer the Lords care of his 

Churches is all ages; & when there 
were falſe Prophets under the old Tefta- 
ment , the Lord had his Jexemiahs to corn 
fute them, whom be made a defenced City, a 
an Fron pillar, and brazen wall againſt all 
oppotitton. hex the Devil ſtirred up Hy» 
meneus, Philetus, ad others, to nndermine 
the truths of the Goſpel, im the times of the 
New Teſtament, the Lord raiſed and accom- _ 
pliſhed his Paul, to confound thenr. Ton ſhall rg Fn PO 
finde when the Churches of Chrift are in 
4 wilderneſs conditio», and the Serpent Rov.!2. 
caſtour of his mouth whters 2s 4 floud after 1555: 
the woman , that is, multitudes of unſound ,..,__._ 
and Heretical opinions, the earth helped the ned Mic. 
woman, and opened bey mouth , and ſwal. Jn 
lowed the loud which the Dragon caſt ont jen; Book 
of his month: that as, Jeſts Chrift had theſe on the 
here that did enconnter and overthrow all **- 


falſe Doctrine, with which the Devil by his 


agents endeavoured to poyſon and deſtroy the 
| Churches 


Churches... Thus it was in the four general 

| Councils, namely, that of Nice,when Arrius a 
Presbyter of Alexandria denying that the Sox 

About of God was —__ with the Father , 


A.D. 330. "A . 
—_— aſſerting that there was a time when he 


Conſtantin zpas mot, was confuted, and truth obtained a 


the great 
rich. 


vidory there, God ſtirring up Many learned 
men-to oppoſe bine. Wd | 


And in the ſecond, that of Conſtantino- | 


:. Ahow ple: when. there was a Macedonius who cal- 
*D 254 led the-Holy Ghaſt a creature, many were able 


pnder The. | 
ed ſius: by the power of truth to confound him. 

And the third, -mhew a Neſtorius who de- 
ab. #168 that the Virgin Mary conld be called 
A.D.a99. the mother of God, providence ordered it ſo 
mnderThe- that ther a Comncil of- learned Biſhops aud 
civſus the E14ers.at Epheſus ſhould blaſt that opinion. 
mr % And when an Eutiches (who in a different 
_ 5, © way from Neſtorius, , denied the perſo- 


ar Ge mal Union of two Natures in Chriſt ) would 


Ab nr A. have the immenſity of the Divine nature in 


D. 456. Chriſt, and that ther was only the Divine na- 


under : . . 
Metianus ture in bim, another Council at Calcedon 


- Caledon, overthrew him. 

+ Thus God had variety of Champions to conteſs 
 C*-3- with the moſt ſubtile and prevailing adver- 
aries, fram hand to hand; particularly ,when 


therewas Manes & Manichzi, who rejeFed 


the old Teſtament, and affirmed that mas fell 


no! by vIluntary d:feFion, but of neceſſity, | 
5 | becauſe 


To the Chriſtian Reader. /ya. _ { 


| 
1 


_— = Tothe Chriftian Reader. 

|. becauſe mans body was made of the Prince of 
| darkneſs (wherewith Auſtin was levened 
| before his converſion) The Lord had Chry- 
| ſoſtom and others to hinder the ſpreading 
and prevailing of it. £- 

'* - Whenthere was an Arrius, who denied the c,  , 
| Divinity of Chriſt, there ſhould be an Atha- 


naljus raiſed to overthrow him. Ss 
Cent.'s. 


When a Macedonius to oppoſe the Holy, | 
Ghoſt,then « Baſil to break him. WL. 


When a Pelagius to advance Free-will _— + 
into the Throne of Free-grace, then Goduo ille in + 
would raiſe up an Auſtin, (that great light of Anglia na- 
the Church in his time\to depoſe that , and tone 
reſtore this to its crown and dignity. rum toti 

This Pelagius was born in Britain then f«- 
ſame day that Auſtin ir Aﬀrick, be was pede 
the firſt preſumptuous advancer of thelumen Au- 
pride of Free.will, He did not think thejS"hpnm 
grace of God tobe neceſſary for the helping emicaiſſe. 
of Free-will, for good things in every af, Abouc 
This was condenmed in the council of Car-* 24'*: 
thage, wherein indeed to ſave himſelf he did y,.. 
equivocate in the word grace, acknowledging 
4 natural,a» exciting, ard after converſion 
ar aſſiſting grace. T Fog DoFrine was likewiſe 
condemned in the Synod of Paleſtina, 1200 Pants 


years agoe, and therein Arminianiſmn kild be. "tan 


oe it was born, by the ſtrength of that place, nk. 
. | m, I, Js { A 
| This 


—,-, 
z AS 


Tothe Chriſtian Reader. ., _] 
._ -  ThisPelagius had his Scholars, Jules | 
and. Cxleltjans. Jeſus Chriſt. would not 
then leave Auſtin without ſome Diſciples to 
 conflid. withihoſe (as Chryſaltame bad bis 
Oecumenius, ard Theophila8 bis. Pedi- | 
ſe qui, his- follawers) ſo: was there a Proſper, 
and: Rilary Arglatenfis, to encannter the 
old Maſſilians. , . and Semipelagians in 
Videkar- France. 2 
bred And wheu there was a Fayſtus Regienfis 
 moſtew= (4; 140fk ſnbtil. adverſary), 4. Biſhop who did 
c_ dofely. defend. Pelagianiſm in. two Books of 
ofi free: Free-willz. The Church ſbauld have a Ful- 
grace — gentlus, ad Petrys Diaconus, ard others. 
_ tht oppoſe bins, Tea ſerttence was then gizen. 
er to 1s . , 2 1 
the Jewirs 4843/2} Pelagins. avd Semi- pelagians, in 
Welepge. the Council of Orengez iz the general. 
that their opinions touching free-will and. 
free grace, were not agreable to the Ca» 
tholick faith. 

Farther, a bout the yeer B5o, oze Joban- 
nes Scotus (ot he. which. wrote upon the 
Sextences with. ſo nruch. oppoſition againſt 
Thomas Aquinas ,. but axo8her ) wrote a 
Baok, againſt P redeſtination , which the 
Church. of Leyden.confuted with a godly and 
learned bogk. 
 , When Gatteſchalcus,chowt the yeer 849. 

Jpake of Predeſtination. perilouſhy, a , 
| as 


 Abour A. 
D. 529, 


, 0 


To the Chriſtion Reader. 

That thoſe who were predeſtinated ev 
Ie by the decree of Gods predeſtiaztion 
were forced to do well: and thofe who 
were predeſtinated - to condetmation -, 
were forced by thederrecof God to-do 


evil, he was ref ftecl'by Hinomarus ami other 
RY 
1 his irifedt ons error Pelapraniſmſpread = 


in England , where 1 194i -4pt 7oFake-MHhe 
detper Tooting, bromſ6Peloghes hindſelfiky | 
birth'apay*& Wy#H4in - But the \Lurd raiſed 
Tearmedl Yrallwardine 4rcb- B:ſhop of Can- 
retbury -a#H ſome hers to appear im vhe 
caniſe: ard of free-grace ,td'niforvifle 
the Churches againſt all Pelagiaw*, whow 
Avguſtine -calls Tnimicos pratize del 5 and 
Fulpenttas, Vaſa\itz dei. 
Afterwards the ſnbtilty of the Serpent in- 


finuated bimfelf into the Garden -of the 
Church 'by the wit and'learning of Fatiftas .. . 


Socins (another Infauſtus Favſtas in Po- 
land; ) They who have opportmnity to conſt 
Socinus books de Miniſter to, a1:4 the Cate- 
chifmus Cracovienfis ( a moſt ſubtil amd 


dangerons book?) fhallfinde there the ſeeds of 
Arttinjaviſm, their Helena, vhete 30 be 
conceived (however Molina and other'Pogiſh — + 
Adthoys contesd, 2; once the fever Citits at" 
boſe Homer was )itheir Media: Scieptia. ..\.. . 
_ They will grant a Divina Preſcentia, bus - 


deny 


-Tothe Chriſtian Reader. ga. 
deny decretum Divinum to paſſe upd;n all © 
things, leaving the will toit (elf to produce 
its own as , which indeed is no of than a 
degree of Atheiſm , ſetting up the ſecond 
cauſe into the Throwe of the firſt. Herein , 
.and in divers other things the Arminians do 

' treadintheir ſteps ,as will appear to thoſe who 
Pelins examine Peltius his book, the Harmony of 
monyof -Tthe Socinian and Arminians Doctrine. 7 
Socin. and wiſh that book were in Engliſh; it woffld make 
- cg many bluſh now adayes to ſee how incogitantly 

( I hope that is the worſt in many )they have 
. run themſelves into the Tents of Socinians 
and Arminians,and know not how honoura- 

bly to retreat, , {; | 
 Abouttheyear 1570. whex Petrus Baro 
a French man , had infeJed Cambridge 
with that diſeaſe from France,(you ſee ſpiri- 
tual as-well as bodily evils have _— 
vide Me. France Jand- one Mr, Barret,who aFed con- 
Prins Currently with him: but then God giving the 
- Antiarmia Heads of Colleges with the Vicechan- 
cellor 4 prudezt zeale to oppoſe it , they ſent 
#p Dr. Tindal and Dr. Whitaker, to com- 
| Plain to Arch-Biſhop Whitgift, which begot 
*Soon #hat . Vſefull Book of Articuli Lambe- 

afrer chis nad. | | 

| Dr. Whitaker bleſſed ſoul returned to her eternal having nor 


| long before in an admirable concio ad clerum,(rightly called his Cyg- 
| nes Cantio ) diſcovered and confured the chief points: of Arminie- 


| niſm. | ; 
| The 


po y To the Chriſtian Reader. 

1 Leavex came then into the Nether- 

lands, ard (as learned King James ſaith ) 

Arminius was the firft that infeted Ley- 
den with the Pelagian Herefie *. He was a* Pclagia- 
ong and clear parted man; and as it is —_ 
,  . ſaidof Origen, Ubi bene, nemo melius  ;{/c.vide 
| ubi male: nemo pejus: ſothereareſome ex- Dr-beaths 
ecellent diſcourſes in bis Workes , and others R__ ay 
as defperatly oppoſite to the Covenant of Red. © 

Grace, ſpattering all the links of the Golden 

chain of our ſalvation , which is the great e- 

vil of Arminianiſm. Frozs a young fiu- 

dent, Junius preſaged of him,that he would 

be a very uſefull, or moſt pernicious inſtrument 

in the Church of Chriſt. By this nm when 

the Lord had converted him from A- 

theiſm, by reading the beginning of the 

firſt Chapter of the Goſpel of Johx, wher- 

in he ſaw ſuch majeſty, that he thought that 

the Lord did therein detonareab alto) the 

Lord gave a ſoveraign antidote to his 

Church in thoſe parts, againſ# the infeFion 

of Arminianiſm. As aboxt the ſame time, 

by that glorious light, Mr.Perkins, in Eng. 

land, whow the Lord made a Mallexs 

both of papiſts and Arminians, and by 

more clear and condeſcending diſcove- 

_ ries of Chriſt, made the deep myſteries of 

; ſpeculative, and the heavenly ſecrets of 

practical Divinity,to meet in the __- 


e 
q 


Tothe Chriſtian Readet, p 
and all this ina little time 3 (for hC1ived 
"a but about 44. years, being born :( n/ 

fallor )im the firſt, and dyed in the laſt of 

Queen. Fl:zabeths Reign, Oh howmuch 

did he ina little time ? 

But ſtill the Dewil will be caſting weed, 
into Chriſts garden, picking up thofe that 
havebteenrootetl ont., .and throwing theys 0- 
ver the wall again, TIE | 

Now -he made nſe of Barnevelt ir: Holland 
to bring Religion to ſerve Stategpurpoles , 
.ardſo carriedon the Anniniaen defpnt there. 
Theſe tlifferences aliont the power of Free- 
will, and ſuch things us bang upon that ( for | 

as the there 7s ithe -primutn movens) ow cazee to 
na be _ #7 foe —_ , ——_ - 
; conference at Hape, bewixt both parties ;, 
» which ts acc, by Brandins _ Ber. f 
Priaces tins, Fe F438 

= -—— Abaxt this time caxmtenp the numeaf Res | d 
ry that -monſtrants, us the mame Proteftant had 
-— forneerly. 6 herenpon Dr. Ames (once Fel- | 
rion in the tow of 'Chriſts College in Cambridge , | q 
_— baut'in Dr. Charies time then Maſter af that | 7, 
D.1529 Place, it grew too hot for hins, be-ndt comply- | } 
andfrom '#g-with the preſent coremonies , wnd bes 
them pal exxpg preapbed 4 Sermen dt the Univerlity 


{:drous , . "6p" 
' and ocher Ghwoch oft -playy at cards which 
r hs; rump rn Jchrapriurrn pn 


countries wewldo 
ict Jing branl ef ile: Providenntchiricd into ith 
Kd, — thoſe + 


«Ss. 


W— wu A Nw ee Lo a he as 


was cffe- 


j 


*) bly the Chriſtian Reader. 
pr thoſe parts, where ( as the Auſtin of that 
of time and pl+ce be did graple with all the 
Patrons of Freewill. 4nd as an Appendix to 
that conference at Hage, (as it rs jet forth by 
1, Brandius) wr-t that mojt excellen' book of 
his Coronis. Bat ſtill A: minus his diſci- 
ples aFed to their utmoſt : Bertius, Gre® 
| vincovius, and others jo d:ſtrated thoſe 
1d Churches, that there was a neceſſity of cal» 
' ling a Synod, which God gave them as a 
'2 happyremedy, An. Dom. 1618. Synod of 
Oh the unwearied a&tivity of adverſaries to D»t.4. D. 
the cauſe of Chriſt ! (which ſhould make '5'*®: 
' others bluſh to move ſo heavily in atier- 
ting the Docrine of Free-grace) before 
we could unde-ſtand what the Anti-remon- 
? | ſtrants intheSynod at Dort fully intended, 
we had from the Remonſtrants Acta Syno<- 
. dalia, 4 book indeed that required an Ames 
.; toanſwerit (which he hath done moſt lear- 
i  #edly) where you have Magnum in Parvo,' 
a great ſoul in a little body, agreati 
> | dealof form in a little matter (as i»: his 
; Bellarminus enerv+tus )that being done by 
#1 the Fraternity with concurrent endeavours 
and quinteſſence of the beſt wits among ſt the © * 
4 Remonſtrants. ALS Vega 
| About the year 1627, Mr. Montagiuey 4 
ys  2an'0 f great learwing, and being butked by 
> hethen potent D. of — 
Sk, Is 


Tothe Chriſtian Reader. un 
his Arminian ( and I had almoſt ſaid Po. ; : 
pilſh ) pack, whew the Lord uſed Bifhop Carle- 
ton, DoGor Featly, DoFor Preſton, and 0. 
thers, as happy Inflruments to diſcover his 
I _ ll 

Lately there (| a new broed 0 . 
ſuch as did aſſert oor hn: _— ak 
Tompſon fellow of Clare-Hall, Mr. Will. 
Chappel fellow of Chriſt Coll. (as the many 
Papills that were Arminianiz. under his tw. 
tion ( whether by him or no, he beſt knows) 
but men are more confirmed in their ſuſpiti. 
on hereof, ſince they heardof his an{werabh 
aFtings inthe Univerſity in Lrel.) bat ſtill a 
in Oxford , when there was any danger 0) 
ſpreading Armin. whether in As, Books, 01 
Sermons , they had there Robert Abbat, 
Twiile, Prideaux, & other worthies to ſup. 
prels them : $0in Cambridge God gave m 
Lately Davenant e& Ward, who did vide 
riouſly emter the liſts with the moſt confiden 
Adverſaries of Freegrace. Ad that bitte 
weed could never take derep rooting in an 
of theje three kingdoms, && thrive very fruit 

who fully. There was in Ireland « moſt learnmei 
were «fr Arch- Biſhop Uſher to craſh it there, Axd, 
.——_ mighty Man in theſe Controverſees , Doty. 
&. Tyille(another Auſtine ) to ſappreſſe it i 
England; 4s learned & indaftrious Mr.v 
therford - aud others have doxe their ya 


| 


Ly 


| | TY 
"» To the Chriſtian Reader. 
Big in Scotland. But alas Arminius 
le- "now appears amongſt us , not ſo much in .he 
10: Schoolsand Pul pits, as z» Popular mee- 
his tings. | 
| For as Zanchius complained with mach re- 
 @ + gretof the Lutheran Ubiquitaries, that he 
ich found them ubique, every where tovex aud 
ll. avoleſt bim; ſo may we grieve, (0 that we, mea 
conld with brokenneſs of heart bewail it ) that 
exr Univerſaliſts, are almoſt univerſally 
ſpread amongſt us; It is gotten into our Ne« 
therlands, much in the fenniſh and mooriſh 
arts of this Kingdom, yea amongſt many peo« 
ple that love Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore enter= 
tain #8, as conceiving it moſt for his Honour 
(the more are they to be pittied, and to be in- 
firuted with a ſpirit of a meekmneſs; ſhew them 
by Scripture-evidence this is not Gods way of 
advancing Chriſt, and you recover them) it 
is 2ow in popular hands, we need ſuch wor« 
thies as the Author of this following Treatiſe 
(bleſſed be the Father of mercy,the Fountain of 
every good and perfeit gift, for his and many 
others fruitfull labours ) who may codeſcend 
to parley with poor Chriſtians at their Tables , 
ir: their ſhops, to follow them at the plow 
{as Reverend Mr. Greenham was wort to 
do) endeavouring to refifle and reduce 


 . » He knew bow to deal wiſcl with ſubtile ad- 
CU B 9 ver/aries 


N:te 


Tothe Chriſtian Reader, <p 


verſaries , that he might have the more ad- 


vantage againſt them; grants them as much 


as he could with conſiftency to his own prin= 
ciples, that ſo he might the more eaſily con= 
ound theirs;only you wil! beſo cidid as to cone 


fder that herein he ſpeaks ad populum; 4nd | 


therefore (as the antient Fathers, ) often uſeth | 


the liberty of ſpeaking like a Preacher rather 
than as a Door of the Chair. Y 

IT reckon this a very ſtrong argument to 
confate the power of Freew1ll to any ſpirits 
tual aCtion in a gratious manner, the wo- 
ful experience of mine own wretched 


heart, being naturally ſo defperatly wicked, | 


oppoſtte to any ſpiritual good. But this will 
20t convince others; only by the way I 
would know how it comes to paſs, if Armi- 


nins Doftrine be true, that we have | 


Freewill to chuſe that which is truely 
good, why Arminians are notall yery 
good men? Will not this be an aggravation 
againſt them at the dreadfalF day of judges 
nents | 

. Therefore the Lord is moſt admirably grati= 


aps in gruing us ſuch Maſters of the Aſſem- | 
 blies to faſter ſach Scripture-truths as may 
kold us faſt and cloſe under the Covenant + 


- 


of Grace. 


 . He :was ableſling tothe Colers where he | 
. was fellow, of Pembroke Hal 


bridge 


302 Carte | 


PP way —_ 
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' our and heavenly ſecrets of the Goſpel richt- 
BE 


>.» To the Chriſtian Reader, 
14ge ( which hath been a fruitful nurſery 
to this Church, and an ornament to the Uni= 
verſity ) ard after a burning and ſhining 
I'ght 2» Stattordſhire. He delighted much in 
preaching in an Evangelical way , from 
place to place, as pittying many poor pining 


 Teduced ſouls aderblinde and ſuperſtitt- 


ous Miniſters. The Lord fill their hearts 
with compaſſion to ihexz , who have power in 
their hands to ſupply them, that ſo millions do 
zot periſh for want of viſion. 

Afterwards the noble Earl of Warwick 
fixed himat Rochford in Eilex, where be 
did ſpeak & do great things tothe honor 
of Free Grace. He lived there more by aCts 
ing vigoroully to his great Lord and Maſter 
Jeſus Chriſt, i# a few years, than moſt of 
ns bis Brethren do in many. 

O that we who —_— behinde 7# theſe 
conflimg times, could more punGally and 
cloſely follow his example. 1t is not ſtudy. 
ing the groundleſs fopperies of Popery, 
ror the immerſing our minds wholly into 
ſome dry diſputes concerning ſome exter- 
nals and forms about Religion, (as too 
many do now adayes being engaged in a 


party) that will ſpiritualize ws or our 


hearts, ſo much asStudying and Preaching 
over the Covenant of Grace z The Myſteri. 


Ly 


To the Chriſtian Reader. vin Lam 
ly opened and wiſely applyed , will by Gods | 
Peng breed a Goſpel-Spirit in thee, leave 
agratious tinqure «por the ſpirits of Tea- 
chers ad Hearers; whereas poſſibly for want 
of this, there may be a legal tartneſs ard ſe. 
verity in theSpirits avd Tongues of able | 
and good men. | 

The gratiaus and powerfull Lord who only 
teacheth to profit, annoint all hrs Saints 
with that holy unFion,that they may be able to 
diſcern of things that differ , clearly todiſe. 
tinexiſh betwixt truth anderror. And that 
he may to this and other . happy purpoſes , 
* abundantly this ſavonrly acute and ſo- 
- | Treatiſe, ſhall be the earneſt Prayer of 

ts 
Who is thine in and for 
the Lord Jeſus, | 


THOMAS HILL. 
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rl "He reaſon why the wicked do not repent nor come 

Se | Eo of rheir wg 'S not becauic they > ok (though Do#t. 1; 

"LF they cannot) bur becauſe they will nor, fe 8 | 

wy "" Demonſtrations ts prove it | 
The wieked think they have power ro repent, but will Demon 1- 

ly not do according to their thoughts, 


| They will not try whether they can repent or no, 2 
Fs They refuſe the help which God offers they, —_ 3 
to They will nortuſe the power which God hath given them, #4 
{ : * P14 
ſe They grow worſe by the meancs afforded them, Gm F 
at Their cannotis voluntary, p.l1s 6 
'N They are content with their cannor, ; p.35 7 
_ T he firft ground of the Dottrime 
Every mau can do more good than he doth, and ſhun more 1 Ground 
pf evil than he doth, P17 
This appears by theſe following 
conſiderations. 
If a man can do more than he doth, nothing can hinder x Confid. 
him,but his will, ibid. 
If a man can do no more thanhe does,and yer will nor,he 2 
muſt needs voluntarily hinder himſelf from doing that 
which he cannot, p.18 
If a man will nordo that he can, neicher will he thar 3 
which he cannor, if he could, P.19 
| If a man will nor do that he can, can or can-nor, all is one 4 
ro him,all ſticks at his will, P. 20 


If a manwill nor do that which he can, this will make 5 
a Mans conſcience when it comes to ſpeak in ſober (ad- 
| neſs, thank himſelf for his periſhing. p21 
Arguments to prove the firſt ground, P-22 
Becauſe God dorh complain againft the wicked for the 1 Argum. 


voluntary doing no more good chan they do, ibid 
Becauſe otherwiſe there were no room for Praiſe, nor dit- 2 

4 praiſe, = P- 23 
{ Becauſe there would be no room for the Sword of the Ma- 3 

giſtrate. p. 24 


B 4g Be- 


4 yer it is not his 4aruie tr» commit this fin at this 
and in this manner, ibid. 
s. * Awicked mancando more good , &c. Becauſe a godly .: 
, regenerate man may av2id more ſha than he dothyp. 25 
'T he rrozn'! f- 'rther r preved by particulars. 
1 Part. The will hath dominion over all che outward a&s of - 
the members, Pp. 26 
2 Part, Every nan hach” natural affeRion in him by which he 
may do more than he doth, and ihun more evil chan he 
doth, p-27 
$3 God hath piven to every man natural connſel, and na- 
- tural Reaſ-n and Prudence, p. 39 
4 Thar is fiiſt in order which is natural, and afterwards 
that whichis ſpicitual , and if a man ſtick there, he 
= ticks aca will-nor, p31 
— T he /ecend Ground. 
2 Ground Every wicked man is Norhfull and negligent, P. 34 


3 Demon. Every wicked man doth imagine more cannors than 


2 


2 
4 
5 


Conclufi. 


1 Arg. 
x 


Ah 4 


©, 


P-49 
s Fround A wicked man wi!! act (erhinafelf ro uſe all the means | 


that | 


Five demonſtrats ns tc prove it. 


there he, P.35 
He makes every little difficulry a cannor, when as no- 
thiug bur an impotſibility is a cannor. p. 35 


A ſlochivil wan rurns his very abiliries into canr.ors £ 37 


Be d>th volunrat ily na'l Hm(clf unto cannors P.3 
tic putceth torch by kalves that power which he __ 


P-3 
There is more in a wicked man than by reaſon of ſloge 
.- giſhnels he purterh forch, p 40 
Six Arguments to prove this, 


Ir isa fign ir is in him, p.40 
Becaule when God doth convert a ſinner,$he doth nor 

2. put in-new powers and faculties into the ſoul, ibs 
Becauſe he can ſhew as grear power otherwile, P- 41 
Becauſe he can ſhew jrroo when he lift, Pp. 42 
Becauſe the rod is able ro whip ic out of him, P- 43 
Becaule he can do an hundred rimes more when he is 
pleaſed, Þ- 44 


Becauſe he will ſhew ir in Hell, viz. That it was in him 
ro do mare than he did, 


The Table. © 
Becauſe though a-carn+] man cannor put off the old 
time 'A 


Be 


The Table. 


WP 
ants r he may, P. 52 
me f”A wicked man may uſe the means thst God appointed Demon; 


id. ' as means, p, 53 
ay + Becauſe 'cis the very nature of means to come between 1; Argu. 
25 ones can,and his cannor, ibid. 


Becauſe God doth *nor exhore men like a company of 2 
of  fiocksand ſtones, bur as men that are edifiable by his | 


26 words. ny 


he © Becauſe Geds anger is very reaſonable. 3 
he - Becauſe Gods offer of his Kingdom to the wich” i 4 
27 ſerious, | p $5 

14- - Becauſe Gods reproofs are very equal, 56 

39 His condemnation muſt be wilfull, that will not uſe al Fn 3 
ds means, p. 57 

he Proved by three Arguments. 


31 God will not help that man by a miracle to 80s that hath ;, arg. 
legs ro go, and will nor ibid. 
324 God will not bare a farthing of the price he cr theem 2 


56 

in God will never be brought our of his walk to Pl. 3 
,s | any mercy, Or give thee any grace p. 60 
. Gods Kingdom cannot be atrained without a diligent uſe Conclufi, 
py: of the means p- 63 
= Reaſons of it. 
38 Becauſe Heaven is an end, and anend can never be gotten 1.Reaſ. 
b, without means ibid. 
g9 God harhannexedir tothe means ibid, 2 
'= Every ſoul muſt give an account before God how he hath 3 
p uſed the means ibid. 
| God willnotſer up another door into heaven for any man 4 

in the world ibid. 


Farther proefs and encouragements to uſe the meang. 
Sore of the means that God harh appointed, you may do x 


them withour labour p-64 
Some of the means that God hath appointed are eafier 2a 
than them tbid. 
Sonee of the means are eaſier yet - ibid. 
Seme of the means of grace, its harder to omit them than 
ro aſe them p. 65 


| Some of the means of grace, be they hard, yer they are #4 
{ burhard, they are nor impoſſible for you to uſe p. 65 
| ob- 
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w 

; | ObjeFiens. 
Objef. 1, The firſt Obje ion's drawn from the Scriptures which ſay ** 
| rhey cannor, ' Ne 
Anſw. The Scripture ſpeks of five cannoes, 1. Of a natural can. ** 
nor, 2.Of a deliberate cannor,z Of a judicial cannor,4.0f N 
a compounded canner, $. Of a humbling cannor. | f 
2 0bje8. Thou wouldſt (as rhou pretendeſt) but thou canſt nor. Nz 
Anſw. Perhaps its the will of thy conſcience, and nor the will N; 
chy hearr, 2. May be its a copulative will, Repen 
and fome Joſt, godlineſs and fome luſt. 3. May bethov 
haft a would ng will, this is no will but onely a velleiy, N: 
4- May be thou haſt a general Meraphyſical will , but EF, 
ro Come to particulars, rhere thou wilt ot. $» That - 
haſt no true will, becauſe if thou didft will, cho q, 
couldit. P-71 
3 Objef. Thou defireſtto doit, bur art.nor able. T| 
Anſw. Whocan tell beſt waar is in thee,God or thine own heart 
Butchereaſon of this miſtake is, x. Thou haſt purative « 

ehinking defires, rhou think'ſt thou defireſt, 
| 2. Thou haft ignorant defires, 3. Thou haſt wanderiat 
F dcfires, and therefore thou are miſtaken, P.77 
4:0hje. Thoureidlveſt, and haft good purpoſes, bur oh thou caul 
. not ;perform them. | 
Anſw. Theſe purpoſes thou ſpeakeſt of are only willing for the 
1.2 furure,t.Becauſcirs onl y to ſhuffle off the willi ge 


"= 


"1 


preſent,2. This will for hereafcer is no will,becaulc it g 
 withour Gods, 2. It is no will, becauſe thou ſhalc mi 
- thoſe ſuppofirions that thou willeſt upon. 
Firft, thou ſuppoſeſt rhon ſhalt have fewer temprarion 
| : hereafrer, 2. Thoo ſuppoſeſt thou ſhalr be ficter hereafrec, 
3+ Thy will for hereafter js no will but a mockery. 
$0bjeF, Thoulaboureſi to ſerve God and to be ſaved. 
fnſp». H this labour for Grace and Heaven, when thou laboureſ 
ſoidlely ? wherefore thy impenirency is wilful, thy dam 
nation's wilfal, and thy ruine wilfol. p.81 
Hence alſo jt ſollowes,1. That your deſtru&ion is from ſell 
+. Your deſtraRion is juſt, 3- Your deſtruRion is jinex- 
_ eulable, 4. Your deſtraRion is unaroydable, $. Your de 
 Rrudtian 1s pirrileſs,6. Your deſtruRtion is grievous, p. 


mw w ate WH Z 
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| 
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Application. | 
Vſe.r. Of Fhou canſt never be humbic wales thou believe this truth; 
Inftru&i- a man is never humbled as long a$ he execuſes himſel 


” The Table 


(, (Firſt, thou excuſeſtchy ſelf for all tranſgreſſions beſides 1 Bacuſe: 
Tn excuſeſt thy ſelf from origmal in roo ; —_— 2 
would be wichour fin, bur 1 cannot. | 


+-Of Kay thon exFuſeſtthy felf for every fin : thou rakeſt pe 3 
| ryy fins robe nothing buriofirm 
Nay thou commendeſt thy ſelf more God, v.87 4 
TH rhoa canſt nor ſo much as pray to God for a will: rhou $ 
a ſo 'proud chat thou concciveſt chou haſt rhar 
hov Already, p.88 
ro Nay tho: lay all the blame opon God. p. «5x 


F.rſt , becauſe you caſt the blame upon nature , my 1 Demon. 
ho © nature,and I cannor, ibid. 
- yy? 6-6 _ _ the blame upon 4 - 
, my hard hap to fall upon temptations, 
Thirdly, thou leytf the blame upon the Times, the Tiaies 
all ure very bad, p.91 
© & pourthly, thou layeſt the blame upon this command> =©4 
a ment: If it were any Commandement bur this, Fn 
f do it, 
P.7! Fifthly, thou layeſt the blame upon ill fortune, and 5 
anlt - bad luck, p $2 
o» Nay fixthly, thou findeſt fault with all G—_—_ 6 
ings, 
Tin EGoren the deceirfulneſs ofthy hearc p. 9$ Uſe» 
8%Y Firſt, chow would(t very fain, it God would enable Hon 
© bur thy heart does burly unto God. 
: i 4 OP thou dodgeſt with God, and per 
yon! 


96 
fret, | Thirdly , hereby thou ſhuffict off the word, when cho 


haſt heard ir, 
This point calls for great humiliationz for Vſe 31 
ureſ/ x Here lics eſpecially the pride of the hear, notin mens 
lam tony their will nors, ibid. 
81 2Here ics eſpecially the hardaiog of the 'heart, p. 98 
ſell 9 Here lies eſpecially the ſtubborneſs of the = ibid. 
_ 4 _—_ the greateſt deſpiſings of the Commandements 
ph Toquicken the thankfulneſs of the odly, bid i . Vſe&: 


A ſcaſonable Item toall Rebellious ſpirits, P. =_ 

uthi 4 Is it nor enough that thou willingly fa len in 

| Adam, bur thou muſt willingly ſtand our again?p. 101 

_ 2 Coofider the wry Saints of God that haye wor 
a 


The Table. < 


half ſo many will-nots as you, that ſtick more truely at 
cannor. Py 
3 Confider che more fharrefull ones fra is, the more rez{.1 


«1 
{ 


ro be hombled, | P- .0u 
Nay fourthly, conſider there's no greater ſhame «ian ty 
make away ones (clf, wi 


$ Conſider, if you would but vex your own toui with this 
ſcrious conſideration, ir wou!d make you kick your lufty | 
under foot. | Pp. log 
| The danger of baſs pleae and pretences. 
x. This ſame pleading is the cauſe why you are lazie and___ 
idle in the uſe of the means, wiz. becauſe you ſuffer- 


your hearts to ptead, oh we cannot doit P. 10/ 
2. This ſame pleading brings up an evill report upon piet 
and godlineſs - P. Los 


$ This-ſame pleading is a murmuring againſt God, g. d 
why does God g ve me ſuch commandements that 1 cans 
 _notovſerve?. ibid, 
4. This is the ſawcieſt excuſe of all excoſes pP- 107, 
'S Nay hete lies the reaſon why Divines ſay, that the con- 
- verſion of a. ſinner is an harder work than the creation, Fa! 


*_ofheavenand earth, firſt becaule p. 108i mc 
\ 'Hete is the ſame diſliculty that was in creation , for G ur: 
| _ © makes convert of nothing ib e 


2. -As there was nothing przexiſtent in the creation ts; 
- help, ſo there was nothing to reſift 3 but here is ſome-} WE 
"thing toreſiſt, the will it reſiſteth ib, ,7e; 
_ "The danger. of flicking at a will nt is farther cleared. yy} 
1:Kyou wiltnot, Gods Miaifters have diſchaged their du-! cal 
Ties, and have lefr your blood on your own heads, p-100, © 
'2.' If you will not, the Goſpel hath delivered its errand,; 
ye are guilty of your own cverlaſting perdition p. 11 | ſh 
Nay thirdly, if you will nor, the blood of Jeſus Chriſt hath! mi 
_ done that it came'for |  PÞ» af2 
'4. If you will not, you murder your own ſouls ml 1 
A ſcaſonable Item ts the redeemed of the Lord, that they - 
rake heed of wil-norsfor - TS. iv. 10 
I. Wenever fin againſt Goſpel, nor deſpiſe God. but opl y! 


upon will-norts., - ed F; 7. P-,, 145! w] 
2. Conſcience can.never condemn us, nor God can never}þ, 
be avgry wich us;bur only upon wil-nots , . , . p.416 dy 


The end »f the Ta5le. | >| 
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© WILFULL 
xl MPENITENCY 

Tak, THE GROSSEST 

iy HSELF-MURDER. 
and _ Fe _ 
uffer- — OY nee we 

104 Ezek. 18. 31, 32. | 
to: For why will ye die, O ye houſe of Iſrael 2 

q. d | 
= T He wicked in this Chapter di/pate againlt 
» wil God; the Father hath eaten ſour Grapes, Leu. - 2h 
con! © andthe Chilarens teeth are ſet on edge. Our yi 
tion Fathers have (ined, and we are puniſhed ;, a com- 

ot) mon cavil in every natural mans heart, when its 


me-\We have no power ſortohelpic, for who hath 
| Gods calm 


ib, ,re/;ſted is will? this is mans Syllogiſm. God 
who might ſend man to hell tor anſwer , anſwers *®w<r to 
tos) Almly. ate 
ng, "1. By aajaration, as 7 live, ſaith the Lord,yevilsin pars 
+1} ſhall not have occaſion to uſe this proverb any ticulars, 
ati more as 7ſrael : 'y. 3. wn 
ry 2. By an aſſertion , the ſoul that finneth, it ſhall 
Joy aye, v. 4. no ſoul ſhall dye but only the ſame that 
i6.1doth fin. ': ,_ | 94] 21 3 A 
ply! 3. By explication of kiwſclf, if a man .do.that 
15) which 45 »ig br he: rall livegverſe; 5; 6. if be have 
*\ been neverſq wicked, yet if he returneg he ſpall net 
-jdye, V. 21. «x 
Cares 4. By 
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The Table. - 


half ſo many will-nors as you , that ſtick more truely at 
cannor. 
3 Confider che more fhamefull ones ſta is, the more rea(: 


ro be h:mblec, P. .0! 
Nay fourthly, confider there's no greater ſhame tian 
make away Ones (cf, j 


$ Conſider, if you would but vex your own 1oui with thi 
ſcrious conſideration, it wou!d make you kick your luk | 
under foot. | P. Loy 
| The danger of baſs pleae and pretences. 
x. This ſame pleading is the cauſe why you are lazie a 
idle in the ufe of the means, wiz. becauſe you ſuffe; 


your hearts to plead, oh we cannot do ir P. 10: 
2. This ſame pleading brings up an evill report upon piet! 
and godlineſs | ; P. Io 


S This ſame pleading is a murmuring againſt God, g. 4, 
why does God g ve me ſuch commandements that 1 car} gr" 

 notovſerve?. ibid 

4. This is rhe ſawcieſt excuſe of all excuſes Pp. 10} 


5. Nay here lies the reaſon why Divines ſay, that the con: 
verſ} 


on of a. ſinner is an harder work than the creatioFa 


ef heavenand earth,firſt becauſe P- So 


Hefe is the ſame diſliculty that was in creation , for Gog,,. 


, "makes convert” of nothing ib, 


2. As there was nothing preexiſtent in the creation ef | 
- help, ſo there was nothing to reſift ; but here is ſome? 
rhing to reſiſt; the will it reſiſteth | ib,z7e 
The danger, of flicking at a will net is farther cleared. wy 
1.K you wilt not, Gods Miniſters have diſchaged rheir du, 


"ries,'and have left your blood on your own heads, p-10% + 
'2. If you will not, the Goſpel hath delivered irs erran 


ye are guilty of your own cverlaſtiog perdicion p. 11 ſh 
Nay thirdly, if you will got, the blood of Jeſus Chriſt hathm 
done that it came'for  Þ. uf 


4. If you will not, you murder your own ſouls | a) 


A ſcaſonable Item ts the redeemed of the Lord, that the 
rake heed of wil-nors;for 9 * _.. | id. 
I. Wenever fin againſt Goſpel, nor deſpiſe God byt oply 
opon will-nots., -, 5 IN P.. 15 
2. Conſcience can.gever condemn us, nor God can never by 
be angry wich us;but only upon wil-nors  .Þ4 4h 
The end bf the Ta5le. 1 


ely athy . | | | 
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1e an i :; , 

To ** ——— _ 

. 10 Ezek. 18. 31, 32. 

"ro For why will.ye die, O ye houſe of Iſrael E 

» J+- 6, | 

oy # He wicked inthis Chapter dſpate againſt | 
, " God; the Father hath eaten ſour Grapes, ne _ 
end and the Childrens teeth are ſet on edge. Our he T = 


atiaFathers have (inntd, and we are puniſhed ;, a com- 
, 5 nan cavil in every natural mans heart, when its 
he” reed: Adam tell, and his poor poſterity ſmart 
2 for it , if God will needs damn us he may , 
ometwe have no power ſortohelpic; for who hath 


ib4re/;fted bis will? this is mans Syllogiſm. God Gods calm 


9 $a .c anſwer to 
who night ſend man to hell tor anſwer , anſwers, 


ny calmly. | ward ca- 
and! * 1- By adjaration, as 7 live, ſaith the Lord,yevilsin pars 
1+9{hall not have occaſion to uſe this proverb any riculars, 
hatimore as 7(rael : 'v. 3. | 

1:9 2.By an aſſertion , the ſoul that ſinneth, it ſhall 

hey#)e, V. 4. no ſoul ſhall dye but only the ſame that 

36, oth ſin. —_—_ 


> 


oply 3. By explication of biwſelf . ifaman doghar 
15) which is *ig bt he ball livezverſe; 5, 6. if be have 
05:\ been rieverſo wicked; yet if he rerurneg he ſpall net 

Way: <7. {IP 


4. By 


Wilfull Impenitency « 
4.By appealing to their conſciences, have Ta 
pleaſure at all that the wicked ſhould dye, ſaith 
the Lord? and not that he ſbould return avd live 
verſe 23. have any pleaſure? Iappeal to al 
your conſciences , have I any pleaſure at all that 
the wicked ſhould dye? | 
' $. By retorting, hear now O houſe of Iſrael, © 
is not my nay equal ? or are not your wayts rathi 
wnequal ? v.25. 

6. By a conclaſ7on, therefore I will judge you () 
houſe of 1/rael, every one according t o his waies 
verſl. 30. 

' 7. By a final deciſion of the whole controver ſit 
repent and try your ſelves , &c. To imiquitie ſp 
ot be your r«se? caſt away fromyou all , &c, 
for why will ye die,&c? | 

Where we have theſe four things. | 

1 God diſclaims all cauſe of their damnation | 
' from his ſecret will. have xo pleaſure 1% the deati 
of him that dieth. 

2. He removes all cauſe of the deſty»tion fron 
his revealed will, repent and turn your ſelves; 
&c. ſo iniquity ſhall or be your 7#is; calt awq 
&C. | 
3. He diſavowes all cauſe of their deſtr u(t 
from his permiſſive will, as though that w 
guilty, or acceſlary to.it; they can have no colo 
why they ate not wrought upon, make you 
new heart, and anew ſpirit; Make not the taulc 
at his dore, no it hiesat your dore, make you 

4. He caſts all canſe of their deftr yi#i 
apon their ow rebellious wills. Why will ye dye 
houſe of Iſrael? a 


Lan 


5 Sago © Be mt= -4 - 


7 we N vo 
_ * 


, # The groſſeſt Self-anurder. g 
a 1, What is the cauſe yelive in your fins, and 
aith die and periſh in your fins? is ir becauſe Iam 
ef) mot meresſul ? you khow I am gracious, and full 
0 all of mercy,and ready to forgive, why then,why will 
that ye die O houſe of Iſrael ? | ”, 

2. Is it becauſeIam ſwift to revenge ? you «els 
at, know I am ſlew to anper, and give you a warnin PR 
thi! before conſume you; why thex will ye die O a God. 
of Iſrael ? 

3. Isit becauſe I will deſtroy y ou for Abaz, 
or Manaſſes, or Zedekiabs, or Adams fin ? F 
TI know, that if the Son walk not inthe Fa- conc 

| Thersſin , Tuſe to receive him, you can bear me ſy 
&c Witneſs. | call you to « new Covenant , why thenderas. 
will ye die O houſe of Iſrael ? 
| _ 4-ISit becauſe ye have no Saviour?you know Rev.rz.s: 
trot that the Lamb of God, Chrift Jeſus, was ſlain for John 3.16 
ati Jou from the begrnning of the World,chat you may 

be ſaved upor faith. 


rol! $5. Is it becauſe you have »o power ? ye know 
ves; Toffer you grace and pow:r,and ye will not have 
wa 1: ; why then will ye dje ? &c. 
'| 6. Some Authors allege five why's more, 
19 why will ye,&c. Is it for this cauſe,or that caule, 
ver! or that? or what cauſe isit? nocaufe on Goas 
lo fde, no, ye may thank, your own will; if you pe- : 
ou! riſh, this, this onely:accſeth you , you will not x4. wname 
th bermled: you are careleſſe of God, Chriſt, grace, ws accuſes 
ou! andyou wilt be fo, yeare vain and carnal, andreſpicere 
|} obſtinate, and ye will be /o, woe unto thee On, 
Z Feruſalem,wilt theu not be made clean? when ſball 
fe pr 0xce be?Jer.13.13-27.hedoes not ſay woe unto 


thee Jerulaletn, 64x thou not be wade clay. 


Wilfull Inpenitency. Fe 


but wilt thou not be mage clean ? £0 
«| ww6 

Preſuppoſitions not to be miſtaken, H 

| | ev 


x Preſup- I.Its true that a wicked man cannot repent nor be 
poſition nat £o-Verted of himſelf, but this cannot only do's not 7 
eo be miſta- hinder him; if a wicked mans cannot only did hin, 7 
ken. der him, he might excuſe himſelf before the eric! 72 
Ticet ali. bunal of Chriſt, Lord, thou knoweſt I did my beſt Ia 
' quis non Iwould have beenruled by thy word, but 1 could h 
poſſit grati- NOT : I would have been hawbled and reformed © 
em adipiſci better than I was, but 7 coxld pot. If a wicked 
_ mans carer did hinder him, he might excuſe ** 
Yeo. ramen Dune thus. Butalas, be is not able to ſay thus Þ 
qued in boc Without peremptory lying. Lord,I could not ehuſe 
velillkd but do wickedly; IT ated moſt wretchedly, but 1 
peczatum could not otherwiſe chuſe : though it was not in 57 
= libero thy power not to be born in original ſin, yet of 
para '? who neceſſitated thee to commit ſuch groſs! 
 eentingit, actual ſins? in Prov. 1.29. they hated knowledge, R 
ande they did not chuſe the way of the Lerd. They did| 
merito fbi'not uſe any /iherty of will to chuſe that which! al] 
mn culpam yas 600d: What? wasit becauſe they could not ? © 
cnt "no; for albeit they could not, yet that was not, £ 
_ * -thecauſe. No,they would none of my counſels , 
Art.z.reſp. hey deſpiſed all my reproof, v. 30.Mark, the rea- U 
ad Arg fon why they did not chuſe', was not becauſe! *- 
rertiuen- they could not chooſe , but becauſe they woxld > 
{ ' 2008." iv 
2 Preſup, Its true God doth not give them powey to! 5. 
© believe, and to be renewed, but can they ſay, Il 
thoughTwoald ſeriouſly,God would not?were they h 
able to ſay thus,though I deſired it heartily, God | 
would not give me grace , then they'had, fovie | & 


[C0] 


colour 


| #8 thegroſſeſt Self-murder., 
colony to caſt-it upon God, I would, but God 
\ | would not. But they cannot caſt it upon him. | 
How «cften would I lixve gathered thee together Mat 23: 
| even 454 Hen gathereth her chickens, but thon 37: 
» ys wonldeſt not ? T would, faid God, but you would 
nor. not; nay, how often would I, but you would 


- 


ol ling as to give them all power to believe, and be 
T1 ſaved, yet he is aforehand with them. 
; ?[ts true, if the wicked ſhould will as far as3. Preſup: 
they are able to will ; yet their will were zot 
able full out ; but this doth not excuſe them; 
aſs becauſe God alwayes reſolved to be aforehand 
with them. Indeed as in Matt. 25. 29. God gives 
1ſe His ſervants this rule by which he ever goes 
towards them, »nto every one that hath ſpall be Mar.28; 
gives, and he ſhall have abundance ;,, ſpeaking 29. 
of things in eodems genere. But to apply 
»{| 1©tOa man in the ſtate of nature, 1s to ſay 
| grace is given according to works, which 1s 
:q, every areggs of Pelagianiſm. Yer however, 
h. all this 1s a moſt excouraging 1ntimation. Let, :, 1; | 
any man uſe the power that God gives him; and y,vg in ſe 
he ſhall have more. As he that takes pains ef, dens | 
| for learning ; As he that uſeth means ro in- faciet quod 
a.| creaſe his eſtate , may find in —_— provi _ 
ſs! dence, the handof the diligent makes rich.He that py 10, 4: 
14\ uſerh a pexny well , makes it to pence ; heg 10.22. 
| that uſeth two pennies very well, makes it a 
1, | Sroar. | S 
{ So that though there be not ſuch an 7»fal- 
Y> | libilis nexus , that God hath bound himſelf in 
i the uſe of our natural abilities to add ſupernaturat 
ie | £746cs, yet undoubtedly he will never be want- 
- {4 C tng, 


te 
(4) 
s . 


n0t ? Mat. 23. 37. Though God be not fo wil- eg 


- ing to promote any good work, tUull men neglef} 


4. Preſup. 
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S » 


or contemn. And this leaves men wholy withowt 
excuſe, and ſhews it is not their canxot, but their! 
will not, which betrays them to their ſpiritaal| 
loſſes , namely their wilful rejetting of Gods gras. 1, 
clogs offers. | _- 
It's true, God gives the wicked but one Talent . 
when he giveth his chilaren four, two at the , 
leaf, buc they cannot fay he 1s aftere,reaping 1, 
where he [6wed not, gathering Where he ftrowed 
zct. No, There'sthe ſame proportion between; j. 
one Talent, and gathering one qyore, as there \, 
is between two, and the gathering of two « <a 
thers, &C. | ar 
You know that they are ready to complain, ,, 


' a5 Chriſt ſhews 1tin the Parable, Lord, I know. ;;, 


that thou waſt a hard man, reaping where thou) ,, 
haſt ot ſows , and gathering where thox haſt th 
et ſtrowed : But ye remember alſo the Lords, 
anlwer : Thou wicked and floathful ſervant, ye 
&c. Mat. 25. 26, Mark, he caſts the blame np-! 
on his wilfalaeſs, that he would not take} q 
pains for to trade. So tne wicked complain, wy, 
alas God hath not ſowen any power ef conver-| Ri 
fie 1n my heart , and will he look for to; ,y, 
reap it ? This is auſtereneſſe and hardneſſe of! as 
araling. Oh thou wicked and floathful fer-! th 
vant, &c. Why didſt thou not trade with the! th 


: T alent that I gave thee ? One Talent ſhould: ,- 


beget one, as well as two beget two, 8&c. But! 
F gave thee wit, andthou bariedſt itin the earth, wr 
and haſt been earthly with it , 1 gave thee kow-! by 
ledge, and thou haſt hid it in the earth, and! gn 
not traded for reformation according tq its &e.!lef 
Alas! 


# the groſſeſt Self- murder, 4 

lel Alas thou canſt not plead 2 carrot , but only a 
2M) pill not- 
en T1tstrue, that if one wicked man will be more 5 Preſup. 
_ willing than another , 1t 18 not from himſelf ; 1 Cer.$.7 
74” but from God: For what haſt thou that they haſt 
| not received? 1 Cor. 4.7. Its God that maketh 
M, one wicked man to differ from another in Tood- 
thy eſs, and to be better than another. One wic- 
'"#J kedman is a drarkard, another is better, &c. 
wed, One wicked man is more wilfgll , another is 
eel Jeſs. Tts God that makes this GErence; yet 
ee notwithſtanding its his own fault, that he js not 
? ©. ſo good as his neighbour, eſpecially when he fits 
. } Under better helpes than his neighbour. The 
un, men of Nineveh fhall riſe up againſtthis genera- 
?0W tion and ſhall condemnit, becauſe they repented ** 
on at the preaching of Tonah, and behold a greater 
aff. than Tonah is here.$ee, this generation was worſe 

IG) than Nineveh. Nineveh repented a great way, e- 
nt, yen in ſackcloth & aſhes, but this gexeration doth 
UP"! not. I grant it was God that did make them do 
ake| more than this generation doth do. For all 
un, would be alike wilfll if it were not for him. 
/e-, Bur yet this generation cannot plead in jwudge= 
* to} ext, Lord , thou waſt not ſo gracious unto us 
' Of! as to Nixeveh: No, Jeſus Chriſt expreſly telletht* 
er- them, Nineveh ſhall riſe up in judgement again}: 
the! them,q. d. Nineveh was not ſo Wwilfyl as 104+ - 
uld; zevehwould, but you would not. Our SW 


Mat. 144 


[ 


vc. |leſt perhaps you miſtake us. 
1as' | 7 LY C - | The 


ne EE” Y = —_— — ——— - 


o) Wilfull tTmpenitency 

Dott. Thereaſon why the wicked do net repent nor com! 

ont of their ſins,zs not becauſe they cannet;(though 

they cannot )but becauſe they will net. #4 

A&.5,z31. Peter ſaithto Ananias,Why hath Sata fille rf 

| thy heart to lie to the holy Ghoſt to Keep back par, | 

of the price of the Land fwas it not once 1n thi _ 

power ? Before thou didſt promiſe "twas in th p 

power whether thou woxlaſt promiſe or no , di 

any forcethee to promiſe? and when thou had 
promiſed,did any ſqueeze the ly out of thy toxg 

that thou ſhouldeſt tell a lie to the HolyGhoſt?di 

—_— thy finger to the mony and force they, 

to handle it?no,thou wouldft lie,and thou wouhk,. 

delt finger it. Po 

7 Demonſtrations to prove this. - 

7. The wicked think they have power, ang. 

1 D-mn. vet they wil not do according to thei 

wicked 7P9#ghts.. What's the reaſon they preſume tg, 
think theyrepent another ume, but becauſe they thin 
have pow- they have power? what's the reaſon the 

ertorc- hope to repent on their death beds, but becauk 

Pete they think they have power? or atleaſt tha 

Prov. 6.10 Rey are able to beg power of Chriſt Teſm 
Allth« Now by their own thoughts God will convin 

freewill- them, that they do not give over their fins 

mongers becaule they will xot ,, like the ſluggard , yet 

reaſon why 1;1t1e more ſleep, yet a little more ſlumber , yet 
they do not ,. » » / 
repent , is {#ttle more folding of the hands toſleep , the flu 

becauſe gard, he thinks he can rife time enough, an 

they will do all his buſineſs e're the night, though he hi 
= out of 4 little longer ; and therefore does he preſu 
"0 lie a while longer ; So th loth 

mouth will ger ; oO thou art loth t 

God con= Come out: of thy fins yet, time enough y 

demn them, thinkeſt thou , thou haft ſecret thoughts tho 


| Phe groſeſt Self-murder. 9 
mM rtable to ſhift for Heaven aſterwards; tuſh, an 
| nhappy youth may make a good ola man,and 
a young Saznt an old Devil. Hence it is that 
he Whoremaſter he can plead , did not David 
ommit adultery too? as though he could get 
pagainas well as he, the drunkard , was nor 
eah drunk? as though he were able to re- 
ent as well aShe. The T hief on the Croſs, did Luk. 28. 
ot he repent at laſt galpe ? asthough he could 40. 
ift as well ar laſt; ſo they think they can 
che IEAVE off their fins for a need; and therefore 
Mthe reaſon why they do nor, is only becauſe 
'Oulhiey will zot. He that thinks he hath a hundred 
Pound of his own in his purſe , and yet will not 
ive a poor body a halt-penny , what's the 
eaſon he will not open his purſe to give ? 
cauſe he cannot? No, he thinks'he hath it 
nd can; but he will not; ſo the reaſon 


[le 
part 


| 
th 
di 


ad 
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an 
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= hy thou art not reformed , is, thou wilt 
of, 
_ 2. Demonſtration. Becauſe thou doſt not ſo 2 Demon. 


| ®nuch as try whether thou canſt or no. There- 2 They 
eſ®Fgre thou doſt not ſtick at a cannot, but a will-not, Will nor 
hen a Maſter bids his ſervant carry a ſack of ©?" 
Corn to the Mill ; I cannot fayes he; but can- 
ot you try, fayes his Maſter, cannot you $0 
Pbour it ? no, he will xot try, why then he is 
iIfull , if his Maſter ſhould ſee him ſweating 
*:3nd ſtriving to carry it, it were ſomething, then 
e would fay he ſtuck at 4 cannot; but when 
e will not be at the pains to try , heſticks at 
will-zot. So thou ſtick at a will not, thou 
olt not every day in arenam deſcenaere, lweat 
tgood duties , thou doſt not ſtudy and labour 

C3 every 


OY 


io Wilfull Fmpenitency © 
every day to ſprn all temptations , and prevent 
all thy fins , thou doſt not go about the clear 
ſing of thy Family, the purging of thy Houle, 
thou wilt not go about it, andtherefore the rez- 
Tentantes £02 15 , becauſe that thou wilt xot. Nay uts 
ad Trojam 0ne whether thou baſt power yea or no, T 
pervenere what end ſhould God give thee power ftor tho 
Greci, wilt not uſe it. Nay, how doſtthou kyow b 
The. when thou oeſt about it, thou mayeſt me 
with ſome power? but thou wilt not try; 
cut down thy drunken f{igne, and try; never | 
drinking and ſwilling bein thy houſe , and try, 


| DO 
ſet up conſtant holy conferences,and rrp, fre 


quent Prayer in thy Cloſer, and try, &c. B 
I have tryed again and again,and yet it will n 
do,every day try though,f; crebro jacias aleas, 
liud jeceris, though thou haſt thrown the Dye 
hundred times , yet next time may be thou ſhal 
throw a good caſt ; But thou wilt not try. | 
would have. healed Babel, but ſhe wonld not bi 
bealed. The field of the ſlothfall Was all grom 
ovec with Thorns, and Nettles had covered al 
the face thereof, and the toxe wall thereof was 
broken down, {Þrov. 24.31. what's the reaſon 
hath not a good crop?becauſe the ground would 
not bear it? no, how does he know? he will 
nt try, he will not plow it and harrow it, and 
weed it and manure it, and ſow it, he will not try, 
3 Demon. there fore tis becauſe he will not. 


They re- 
_ 3. Demonſtration. God offers thee many good 
which Motions of power: Twill help thee, and I will 


God ijnable thee , and thox wilt not be helped; God 
offers | caſts 


 # Thegroſſeſt Self. murder. II 
ent] caſts in theſe good motions, and thou caſts them 
ar! out. Stand ye inthe wayes, and ſo, ask for the Jer.s. 16. 
ſe old paths , and walk therein , and ye fhall find 
; reſt to your ſouls; but they ſaid , we will nor 
all walk therein. O do þurt ask for the good 
Ty way, and laboxr to walk init, Ve help you, and 
108 afhiſt you; but we will not, fay they. I ſet 
buj watchmen over you, ſaying, Hearken to the 
eet ſound of the Trumpet, but they ſaid, We will not 
tri, hearken, verl. 17, Thisis plain Engliſh, as we 
ſe! ſay, you will not ;, ye have preaching every Sab- 
x3] bath, and every week, but ye will not; God 
fre) ſends you good motions every day and hour, - 
Buj but ye will not, when a beggar will not be 
not belpt, why does he ſtarve ? whac becauſe he can- 
not chooſe ? no, he {tarves becauſe he will ſtarve. 
red O ſaieſt thou, I do hear the word, and I cannot 
nal} hear it better. I do pray daily, and I can- 

|. not pray better, &c. Thus thou retorceſt upon 
t bf God, as the wnprofitable ſervant , Lo, there thou war, 25, 
wil haſt that is thine : Loe, here's the belt faith rhy 25, 
| all} Spirit helps me to, here's the beſt obedience 
xa that thy power enabled me to, &c. Lo, there 
he! thou haſt thatis thine, rhou helpeſt me with 
uld no more. Iwas not able to do better. ©xo ore 
will| poteſt hoc dicere ? ſays, Gualter, with what face 
ind! canſt thou fay thus ? is this all that God hath 
tr), Offered to enable thee ? ah thou wilful crea- 
ture | The Lord hath offered to help thee to a 
thouſand times more , but thou wouldſt not be 4, Demons 
cod) belped. And will 
vill 4. Demonſtration. God hath not only off-ed not uſe 
3od| thee power to do more, and thou wilt nt rake POET 

- > which he 

aſty| #t, but alſo given thee more power, and thou wilt yah gi 

$5 C4 n0t ven. 
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vot aſe it,and therefore the reaſon why thou doſt 
not, is becauſe thou wilt not ; God hath given! 
thee one talent of power at the leaſt ; why doſt, 


( 


thou not put it out to the merchandizers and, . 


occupy with it ? THA«pror edu Surapug ſays Chry/. 
The power that God hath vouchſafed thee is 


. thy talent. Why didſt not thou imploy itto the! 
- utmoſt? every Sermon gives thee a new power,: 


| 
l 
| 


a new price, ſoevery good counſel pives thee: | 


a new poWer ; what art thou better? every 
bleſſing thou haſt had, gives thee a new power, 
wherein art thou parer ? does God give thee! 
but eyes? thou haſt more power to glorifie him 
than he that hath none, &c. Every mercy. 


helps thee with »ew power ; but wherein dof 


thou uſe it God hath given thee good memo/ 


ry, how haſt thou ſtufrir ? means and main- 


tenance, how haſt thou honoured God? why, 


haſt waſted his goods, waſted them upon belly 
and back, which have devoured more thought 
than ever his worſhip could have , fk 

waſted them upon thy credit in the Worl 

andthy pleaſure, and thy luſts, and thy fleſh- 
ly delires. How is it that] hear this of thee? 
Thou ſhalt hear one day of this diſmal watch-/ 
ward, give account of thy Stewaraſpip, for thay 


&c. thine own conſcience accuſeth thee, el 


Luke 16.2 2ay'ſt be no longer Steward. What doeſt thou 


ralking of thy want of power ? I could 
not do this, and I could not do that, where; 
are my goods that I lent thee ? give account 
for thy memory. Lord, Iremember this and 
thar Tale, this and thar bawble:, thou evill 4x4; 
mprofitabie {ervaxt thou, and why coeuldſt 

chou 


* thegroſſeſt Self-murder. 


' thou not remember my Commandements as 


well ?. give accoxnt for thy wit. Lord, ] have 


' contrived bufineſſes, bargains with it, I have 
| jeſted, quirped, been merry with it , thou cvill 
: and unprofitable ſervant thou , why . couldſt 
; thounotbe witty for God, and for the good of thy 
{ ſoul ? &c. God hath given a great deal of more 
- power than ever thou bringel} to act, and there- 


fore thou art wilfyl. 


5. Demonſtration. The more power thov 5: Demorr: 


They 
The more means that God doth vouchſafe, by 


the more Preaching, the more knowledge, the the 
more reproofs, the more inlightnings , the means. 


haſt to repent, the more thy will 3s againſt it. 


more power thou haſt to repent, the more thy will 


=”; again it. Bernard ſayes, ſuch a one 1s a per- 


verſe man that God 1s fain to fay to, quid 


faciam tibi ? what ſhall I do unto thee ? Oy, 6. 


Ephraim , what ſhall T do anto thee ? for thy 
righteouſneſle goes away like the dew. Ho. 6. 
4. The more means thou enjoyelt, the more 
thy righteouſneſſe goes away ; one would 
think the more the $xn-ſine of the Goſpel a- 
riſeth , the more your righteouſneſſe ſhould 
encreaſe , it goes the more away , like the dew, 
the more the Sx 7iſeth , the more it vaniſheth 
away ; like many of you, the more Preach- 
ing you have, the farther ye are off ; a man 
might be acquainted with you heretofore, bur 
now that my have been ſoundly rebuked for 
your fins, the further you flye off ; nay,ſome of 
you that were Poaea? tw forward heretofore, are 
mockers now; ſome of you that were ſfome- 
what towardly beretofore, are more covetors 

E and 


; 
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and waſpiſh, and Paſſionate, and Worldly : like| 
the weeds, the more they are pluckt up the more | 
they do grow; or like the earth, the more i | 
is wafhed, the dirtier it proves : fo the more 
means ye have to be enabled to good, the wil- | 
fuller ye are. | 
—_—— Demonſtration. Becauſe thy cannot 54 
Their %oluntary cannct , thou haſt wiltully brought 
canotis the molt partot thy cannot upon thee. I can-, 
voluntary not give to the poor ſayeſt thou , yea, but thou' 
A Mora) adit it once, and thou haſt witfully ſpent 
zmporen-. it; thou hadſt Lands and Means, and com-. 
Cy. mings in , bur thou haſt ſpent it at the Ale- 
houte ;, thou haſt conſumed it on the game- 
houſe. Thus thy canner, 15 a voluntary can-' 
not; Cauſa cauſe eſt cauſa canſati : thy will | 
was the cauſe ot thy c4nzot, and therefore thy 
». will is the cauſe of thy not giving to the 
poor. Jcannot read, ſayes one, and no mar- 
vail if I be ignorant : but thy Parents would 
have ſet thee to School, and -thou wouldlt | 
be a trewant, iherefore thou art willingly ig-. 
norant. ] cannot remember a Sermon ſayesa- | 
nother, no wonder though I repeat it not in 
my Family, but forget it as I do : but thou | 
hait willingly ram'd it with matters of the | 
World, or haſt weakned it with drinking, | 
and therefore thou art wiltully forgetful, &c. | 
The unprofitable ſervant was furit that had | 
laid up his pound ſafe in a Napkin : hee 
== did nor, leſſen it, nor imbezel it, but only | 
Chryſeſt. laid it up, and yet he was curſed becaule | 
he did not Smir Towels , fayes Chryſeſt. | 
he was Curſed, becauſe he did not doxble hi | 
| pound, 


- — 


Luke 19. 
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pound ;, hd the wofull eſtate that thou artin ! 
if he were accurſed that did lay up his pouud , 
what ſhall become of thee that doſt leſſen it ? 
he did not double his abilities, and there- 
fore he was accurſed; thou doſt not only net 
double thy abilities, but thou doſt /eſſen rhem. 
God hath inabled thee to do many a thing , 
and now thou art not able, thou haſt »:/- 
lingly leflened thine abilitie, now then thou 
canſt not excuſe thy ſelf that thou caſt not , 
becauſe thou haſt brought this cannot on thy 
ſelf: Thou canſt not weep ata Sermon , bur 
thou couldſt once;.thou canſt not reſiſt ſuch a 
luſt, but rhou couldit once , and thou haſt wil- 
lingly brought this cannot on thy ſoul,and there- 
fore ithis 1s all rhe cauſe becauſe that thoy wilt 
207. | 
7. Demonſtration, May be thou canſt not, »Demos. 
yea”, but thou art contented with thy cannot , They are 
thou can{t not be holy, and thou art con-content- 
rented not to be; thou canſt not crucifie thy £4 with | 
luſt, and thou art contented with this can arcan- 
ot , nay thou woxldſt not be able, Sir, 1 tell © 
you how you may put up this injury if you 
will; but. Sir you ſhall not make me put it 
up , 1 will not be diretted by you ;, as 1t was 
with deſperate Iudah , My people love to have 
itſo. Thou art carnal , and thoy loveſt to be JE&-5-31» 
ſo; were a man in the ſtocks, and nor able 
to get out, yet if he be contented to be there, 
though he cannot get out, that is nor the 
reaſon of his ſtaying, but he will wot, thou 
canſt not walk humbly and holily, and thox 


laveft to have it ſo, what would you have = 
| X 


Þ* 
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ſy pure forſooth ? So then the reaſon 1s be-. 
caufe that chou wilt not; if thy will were not | 
' it, thou wouldft never be content with thy can- 


»ot ; the Congregation is bad, and thou loveſt 
to have it ſo , the more cuſtome thou ſhalt have 
for thy Ale-houſe, like a bad Clerk of the 


Aſſizes, Theard one ſpeak it my ſelf, he was | 


lad there was ſo many Rogues, he had the 
more'mon?y ; {o ſome of you are glad there be 


ſo many frequenters of the Ale-bench, ye have | 


the more c«ſtom, ye love to haveit ſo; ye can- 
not reform the ſins of one another, and yet love to 
ave it (0. . 
The Preſuppoſitions premiſed , and the 
Demonſtrations prefixed, it follows now that 


I lay down the ground of this neceſlary truth. , 


( Scil.) 


- — 


T he reaſon why a wicked man doth not turn unto | 
God,js rot becauſe he cannot(though he cannot )but 


becauſe he will not. 


He cannot ſay this at the day of Indgement , | 


Lord, thou kxoweſt I left every ſin that I could, 
and I rook all the beſt courſes that I could ro be- 


come a new creature, but I could not. A wicked | 


man ſhall not be able to ſay thus without lying. 
The manin the Goſpel rhat had not on the wed- 
ding garment , could he ſay,Lord I was not able 


to $0 to the ſhop of the Goſpel to ſeek one?No,he 
was ſpeechleſs, Matth.22.12.God finds out the | 
hypocrite, though bur one , and when once dif- | 
covered, he is confounded and ſilenced with the *' 


guilt of his own wilfulneſs. 


THE 


and mes £@ o&, tf.  &4t &9i »% wn 1 M'-A = © 
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The firſt Ground. 


Tr firſt Ground is this, which is obſerved 
by our learnedDzwzzes at the Synod atDert, 
namely, 


Every man can do more good thay he does , Art 3. & 


and ſhun more evil than he does , though I con- 4 #7 refer. 
3» 4+ Error. 


poſrr. 


feſle not in a gracious manner. If I can prove 
this to be rue, it will neceſſarily follow that 
the reaſon why a wicked man does not retary , 
1s not becauſe he cannot, but onely becauſe he ws/ 
not. 

Arguments to prove it. 


| I. Conſider , if a man can do more than he 'Con fid. 
| arth, nothing can hinder him from doing 
| more than he does but his will ,, when the fire 
; can burn more, it doth burn more, becauſedo more 

| It hath no will to come between the pu of 890d than 


burning and the att of byrning to ſuſpend it. 


' The fire is a natural agent , and therefore 


burns as much asit can : buta man is a volwrn- 


| tary agent,and therefore when he can da a thing 


and does not, *tis becauſe his ws comes be- 
tween to ſuſpend it: So that the reaſonis this , 
be will not. Pilate, he had power to cracifie 


| Chriſt, and power notto do it, John 19. 10. 


he had power not to do it, why then does he 


' crucifie him? not becauſe he had no power to 
; do. otherwiſe, he confeſſes himſelf he had 


ower to do otherwiſe, but he crxcified Christ 
cauſe he he would do ſo. When a man hath 


power to do a thing , or not to doa thing, 


Its 


he doth. 


2Conſid, 
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Its the will that either ſuſpends*or deter. 


mines. 
2. Conſideration, that if a man can do more 


than he does, and yet will not, he muſt zeed;| 


voluntarily hinder himſelf from doing that 
which he cannot ; the reaſon 1s, becauſe a man 
muſt firſt do that which he can, before he can] 
come to that part which he cannot. Suppoſe 
a lame man were to go to London from hence, 
and notable to go one mile ofthe journey , but 
there ſtands one at the Church-ſtile,thar offers if! 


he will bat crawl thither, to carry him, heis| 


' orders in your Ale-houſes? cannnot you ſay get 


able to crawl ſo far as the Church-ftile , but he| 
will not; does not he voluntarily hinder! 
himſelf from going to London ? that which! 
ht can do, muſt be done firſt, before that Which 
he cannot. So ye that live inyour ſins, you 
muſt firſt do that which you can, before you 
can lock that God ſhould help you to do { 2 
which you cannot; if thou dolt all that thou 
canſt , for ought that thou knoweſt ,- Chrift, 
though he have not abſolutely engaged him- 
ſelf, ftands at the Church-ſtile, there reagy to 
help thee. There be men 3n the world whom ht 
3s reſolved to help ,, thou doſt not know but thong 
art the man. Chriſt hath not told thee any thing 


to the contrary, but only he bids thee do what] 


thou canſt ; canſt not thou cut off thy long 
hair? are no $1zzers able to cut it? have not 
you a Tongue in your heads, ye that keep dif 


you bence'ye drunken companions, here's no 
entertainment for you ? .you muſt do that 
which you can, before you can expect Chriſts 


, 


hely 
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help to dhat which you cannot , and if you 
will not do that which you can , you do velun- 
tarily hinder your own felves from doing that 
which you cann«t ; Joſhua could not ſtand before 


| At, nor hinder a clole Achan from taking the 


olden wedge ,, but when it was taken and known, 
# was able to make him an example. Jo/buah 
he faſted and cryed unto God all day untill 
nigh, that the Lord would mercifully ſave hin 
and all Iſrael; Now hear that anſwer the Lord 


piees him, Getthee up ſaith he, why lyeſt thou 


ere ? Joſh. 7. 10. Iſrael hath ſinned, go and 


| execute Inſtice, go, and do that firſt, and then I 


will an(wer thee about Ati, for it Ioſhuah would 
not have done what he could, the Lord would 
never have helpr him to do that which he 
could net. So thou prayelt for mercy and grace, 
oh that God would convert thee and pardon 
thee; Get thee up fayes God, doſt thou ſtand 
raying for mercy, as long as ſuch things and 
uch things are not reformed ? thou haſt 


drunkenneſs in thy houſe, go and reform that; 


thou art in. league with a ſort of baſe luſts, go 
and reform them, if thou wilt not dothat which 
thou canſt, how canſt thou be ſure God will 
help thee to do that which thoucanſt not ? no 


| thou ſtick'ſtat a will xot, as long as thou refuſeft 


w 


to do that. 
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3. Conſider, if 4 man will not do that which, Conſid. 


he can, neither will he do that which he cannot 
if he conld , the ſervant that will not go foe 
or fix miles in a day which he can for his Maſter, 
neither would he go a hyndred miles for his 
Maſter :f he coxld; you that can reform out- 


waraly | 


Wilful Impenitency , j 
wardly, at leaſt if you would, and yE will not i| is 
neither would you reform more sf you Could f g4 
ye have mony in your purles, cannot youf c4 
ſpend it better than upon ſwilling and drink] ye 
ing, and gaming? ye ca» well enough, but ye thi 
will not. So you would do , had you that true the 
riches, Lyke 16. 11. Ye have natural abilities Jhe 
if ye will. not be faithful in them, ſo it woul{ ow! 
be if ſo beye had better ; ye that have mord[he: 
and civil endowments, if ye will not be faithf Sp: 
in them, neither would you 1f, God ſhoul{{twe 
lend you more, &c. ye are able to avoid ſwear) he, 
ing and lying , but yee will not, neitheqanc 
would ye avoyd all 'other fins if ye couldyalls 
if a man will not do that which he can, neitha 
ther will he do that which he cannot if Whin 
could. 2 


| , 
4. Conſid., 4+ Conſider, If a man will not do that whichhe 


e can, cau or cannot all's one to him, all ſtickdit c 
at his will. I cannot repent, and I cannot givefe/f 
. over my fins, ſayeſt thou ; and Ipray thee whqje# 

fold thee that thou canFt not ? Tam naked ſajebec; 
Aaam, and who told thee that thou wert na-rep« 
ked? [ayes God, Gen. 3. 11. So may I ſay, whopf | 
told thee thou canſt not? does not thy own confſpea 
ſciencetell thee 'cis becauſe thou wilt not ? T candoav 
not digs ſayes the lazy Steward , and to begfghir| 
Tam aſhamed, Luke 16. 3. Icannot digs; thud 
| he had a cudgel about his back, it would makqu:/;: 

him to digg; to begs I am aſhamed, fayes he jo c 
he was not aſhamedto cozen his Maſter of hignen: 
goods, but he was aſhamed to begg . I-havepf b: 
married a Wife, and I canyot come, Luke 14. 20for t 
No,, what did his Wife tye his. leggs ? thertſciey 
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It il 15 4 Lyon $. Wway,1 CAnnot go out / ayes the ſlugs Prov. 22: 
di gard: alas thy own {luggiſh wilfull wi{s are this 13: 
'olf canet.Can or cannot alls one to them, they ne- 
aki ver come to try whether they can , yea or no: 
7 the fluggard never lookt out to ſee the Lyon in 
rue the way, but he dream: there was onethere, and 
2rJhe was willing to believe it, he would not go 
uld out to ſee: the idle ſteward did not try whether 
ralſhe could digg , yea orno; if he had taken the 
ful Spade in his hand, and gone about the work , 
ul{twere another matter ; but I cannotdig , faies 
arſhe, he never would put itto trya],but takes: 
het another courſe without trying of that ; ſo thac 
IdjJalls one can, or cannot, if a man will not do 
r)that which he can , can or cannot all one to 
thim. 
» 5. Conſider, If a man will not do that which 
ichhe can, this will make a mans conſcience when 5 Conſids 
Ckyit comes to ſpeak. in ſober ſadneſs , thank, him- 
1vafelf for his periſhing ; mens conſciences doe but 
rhqje&# with them now, while they can ſay, tuſh,tis 
77thbecauſe I cannot believe , and becauſe I cannot 
na-repent; but at the hower of convidt#0,or the day 
rhof Tudgement at fartheſt,cthen conſcience will 
omfipeak in ſober ſadneſs; when Iwas hungry , ye 
alqoave me no meat , ſaies, Chriſt ,- when I'was a- 
egipbirſt ye gave me n0 drink, 1 was 4 _— 
wand ye took, me notin , ſich and inpriſon aud ye 
akqvs/ited me not , Matth. 25. 43. Mark, Chriſt puts 
Ie HO cannots on their conſciences at the day of judge- 
hignenr ,, could they ſay, alas, we had never a bir 
avepf bread for to do it, never a drop of drink 
20for to do it? no, you ſhall ſee how their con- 
erifciencts were mute ;, they could hot ſay that they 
M: D could 
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could not ; could not ye comfort Ofriſts acar 
members as well as mock them ? conldſt thou 
not take them into thine houſe as well as carnal 
acquaintance? its worthy obſervation to con- 
fider, that generally Goas threatnings do not run 
againſt Cannots,nor his judgements againſt Can- 
nets, but againſt mens particular fins, that they 
micht have avoided, for though mens {infull 
conſciences do neceſſarily incline men to ſin , yet 
not «nto this fin, nor that ſin, non aeterminat 
neceſſario ad hoc vel illud malum , hic & nunc , 
ſay our Britan Divines at the Synod. Sinfull 


' concupiſence does nor neceſſarily determine 


men upon theſe and thele ſins, with the partt- 
cular circumſtances which they live in, as this 
rapine, this lye, &c. thus ye ſee this will make 
a ſure ground of our Doctrine,if ſo be we can 
prove 1t. 


Every man can ao more good than he does , and 
avoid more em than he does. 


ſuch 
hono; 
at i] 
FL 


1 


, 2 he groſſeſt Self- murder: 
neſſe one would think ; but ;muſt yet ſuffer 
the grove alſo ? reform nothing , no, not the 
il grove under your face ? fee how God girdeth 
-} their wilfull ſecu#ity that they would do no 
n} more good than they did, nor ſo much as cut 0 | 
i-| down that grove; ſo many warnings and threar- 
YI nings, &c.and yet the grove alſo ? yet thy fil- 
ll| thy Tongue , thy coverouſnelſle alſo, &c. not 
et} only keep thy other luſts, but thy prophaneſs 
at | alſo? | 
5 ,| Secondly, becauſe otherwiſe there were »o 2. Ar7#. 
all } rooms for praiſe ner diſpraiſe , 1t a man could do Tumetſ; 
nel no more good than he does, nor ſhun no more/7P*ſ#bile 
U-} evill than he does, then no man could be ear" 
1s praiſed nor diſpraiſed ; you Know that wicked,,, e.;e,. 
ke] men and women may do many commendablenum predi> 
al] things, atleaſt more commendable ones than cationem | 
others; does not our Saviour diſcommend Beth- FINE | 
ſaida and Corazin in compariſon of Tyre and = mew : 
nd} $;don? wounto thee Corazir , Wo unto thee ane a. 
Bethſaida, for if the mighty works whichtia:quis tas 
nd} have been done in thee , had been done in men obdu- 
Dt-| Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented in awe _ 
ſackcloth and aſhes, Marth. 11. 21. might,,,,;a T 
the} not they have ſhewed ſo mach repentance malitia 
ban] at tht leaſt ? could not they have put on ſack- gudm Thrii 
orel cloth on their loins, and poured aſhes on & Sieonit 
xcC!] their heads if they would? they might have oo a 
' atore 
eſſ4 done ſo much ar the leaſt , and honoured the, j;;,n 
7c workes and Preaching of our Saviour with an orriprarur; 
a outward honour at the leaſt. You that have Do&.Prid. 
ucl] fuch abundant teaching as ye have , ye might |<: = 
thel honor the "Goſpel with ſome outward honour args 


Enr .65« 
or']at the leaſt., that would be more commend- , 
elle gi. -2* D 2 able 
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able, which moſt of you will not. | 
Thirdly , becauſe otherwiſe there would be | } 
mw room for the (word of the Magiſtrate , it a| © 
man could omit no more ſin than he does ,| 1 
then what means our Pillories and Gallows, | 4 
&c. and other puniſhments upon Malefactors?| # 
will any man be ſo vain as to ſay Achan cold 
not chaſe but take the Babylonſh garment ? cer-| il 
rainly he might have let iraloneif he would :| © 
why haſt thox troubled us? faies Foſhna, Joſh. 7.} © 
25. Alas, he was not able to anſwer, oh Sr, I 
could do no otherwiſe ! No, no, he might haveſ {1 
omitted it, and therefore the Law of man 1s 
favourable to ſuch as offend againſt their wills;| # 
it does not hang ſuch as kill againſt their] # 
wills. 

Fourthly, becauſe though a carnal man 
cannot put off the cld man , nor ſhake off the] 42 
dominion of ſin ia general, nor deny him- 
ſelf, but his very nature is ſinfull and fleſh- do 
ly , he does naturally jin, yet it is not hi 
natnre to commit this 'fin at this time, and}. 
in this manner ; the wickedelt man under Hea} 5" 
ven. goes about his fin with previal delibers the 
tio, and a moſt iree diſpoſition of the means ; a0; 
the drunkard goes freely into the Ale-houſe 
and calls freely for a Jugs, or two or three, a for 
his luſt is ; Þis Heolt he freely ſuffers theſe dif tha 


' orders in his houſe , and freely goes to the Tat iro! 


and does draw it, &c. Ephraim did wallinoh ſer 
walk after the Commanaement,Hol. 5.1. TI leſl 
wicked King of Iſrael commanded them tha} *'0 
will-worſhip at Bethel , and they did freely ani whe 
willingly obey it. Pilate willingly contented the we 

peopk 
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people, therefore he [courgad our Savioar , 
be | Mark. 15.15. For though all this was done by 
a | the determinate counſel of God, yet. Gods coun- 
; | fel pat no ſimple neceſſity upon his will, he did 
3. | freely and willingly do it; the wicked they 
-e2| turn the Grace of God mnto wantoneſs, Jude 4. 
14) Mark , the Grace of God; Grace whereby 
x- they might do more good than they doe, and 
1:1 avoid more evill than they do.Its true a wick- 
7.1 ed man 1s the ſervant of ſin, and cannot but 
7] Mn, he is naturally a ſervant of fin, of 
yel fioT fay , buthe is voluntarily aud freely a ſer- 
' ig} Pant of this fin, for the Lord gives him reaſon , 
Is.| a#d connſel, and good motions, and many com- 
er] 290m graces, whereby he may be freed from this 
or that Act, - but he will zor, he will break out 
into theſe and theſe filthy paſſionate words now 
che) and then, ſay reaſon what it will , andcom:- 
mon grace what it will , he will doit, he will 
| do this, and he will do that. I confeſſe, that 
] when a wicked man is deſperate, and given up 0 


=, 


Ged, then it is otherwiſe , then his will is ſo 
|} greedy, that he cannot take it off, but he is 
the more inexcu{able , becauſe his will is ther 
double. 

\f-| Fiſthly, A wicked man can do more good, &c. 

| for a godly regenerate Soul may avud more ſin 
* thay he does. Though God have freed him 
Tag) ffom the ſlavery of fin, and he is become the 
woh ſervant of righteouſneſs, Rom.6. 18. neverthe- 
1} lefle they may do more good than they do, and 
4 avoide fin a great deal more than they do; and 
an what man will fay that David could not other- 
the wie chuſe but commit that adultery which he 
pl D 3 did 


s Arena. 


= IWilful Impenitency :r | | 
did, and that murder which he did? I appeal | lyi 
to your conſciences ye ſouls that are goaly , | ju 
When ye pray forgive us our Treſpaſſes , Gi fin 
not yee acknowledge with all that ye bave been | Tl 
wanting to the grace of God? Do not ye con-| the 
feſſe it with ſhame thatyou have given away to| wa 
ſundry temptations that by the grace of God| june 
ve might have overcome ? And that ye have| ir: 
omitted many a good opportunity,that by the| on 
grace of God ye might have made ſe of ? I] T- 
"deny not but God does irreſiſtibly convert his| fo1 
Trſap2ra- Elect ar the firit, and :nfallibly carry them on] 1 
biliter Mi | the end for the main ,bur in particulars ation ou 

vet,quam. i . : | 
vis fit alj. De. does notſo; but: though their wills be] Lo 
. qua reſiſt. now free by grace , yet they may freeely fin,| po 
"ja. even then when they tranſgreſle; and fo they] 1t, 
are forced to confeſſe they might avoid more| C/ 
evilthan they do , and do more good than| ha: 
they. do. 23 

Again, A wicked man may do more good 'hal 
' be qocs , and avoid more evil than he does, I Prove fin: 
it by indutlion upon his conſcience: | 


By theſe particulars. | dof 


Firſt , for the outnard Atts of ſin in the mem- the 
{ers thus all profane perſons,drunkards, &c| no 
ve are all convinced undeniably in your con fl! 
ſciences, theſe are ſinnes in the very outwar! ho 
members; voluntas it is domina membrorgm || bei 
can ye fay ye cannot paſſe by an Ale-hoyft| no 
when yeturn in? ye cannot come unto Sermons lot 
Four own /egs they ſhall judge you; can yot Re 
lay you cannot give over your oathing agd lo) 

| lying 
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lying ? &C. 


"| 


your own Teeth and LZzps ſhall 
judge you , &c. If you do not root out theſe 
fins, its without doubt becauſe ye w1ll nor. 
The Lord hath made all the outward man ar 
the command of the will,and therefore if the out- 
ward man he out of order, tis becauſe ye will 
pneſleis &y Atytras oruay TaAanTHY $yw dep SuUrapuct mot 


 ireuſayes Chryſoſt. Let no man fayT have but 


one Talent, andI have no power to be good ;a 

Talent hath power to go for a Talent, and 12.4. 

for a ſhilling , and it it do not, tis becauſe ye 

will not. Haſt thou not power over thine own 

outward members vouchlafed thee of God ? the 

Lord in mercy lets thy will have a deſpotical 

power over thy members , asthe Moraliſts call 

it, and why canſt thou not bridle them? as 

Chriſt [aid to the Officer that ſmote him , 7f 7 

have ſpoken well , why ſmiteſt thou me. John 18. 

23. Couldſtthou not have held in thy fingers ? 

thou art. inexcuſable then for all thy profane ,, ai 

fins. ' * ſ 
Secondly, Thou haſt natural affeftions in thee, er 

and by them thou mayſt do wore good than thou metivum; at 

deft, and ſhun more evil than thou doſt. Thus Amr Dei 


| all civil Profeſſors are left inexcuſable : gull ipfrus eſt 


tantum ob- 


thou not get more frittneſſe of walking.t ough JjeSum ter- 
not for love unto God , yet for love unto thy minativum 


"ns 
yo 


apd love unto himſelf and for fear. God hath 
Fng 


ſelf? be more frequent in good duties for Ameſ Caf 
hope of Heaven , and for fear of Hell, that's <®ſc. de 


| better than nothing , better do them ſo than charit er- 


not at all. What cannot a man do for ſelfe-** —_ 


have. and for fear? there is never a duty of 
Religion, bur a man may every day do for 


left 
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Thou knowelt this 15 true , and thou kno 
God will be as good as his word, and thou a 
not able to abide it.. Why doſt thon not cur 
thy proud {tubborn Juſts for fear of this Hell? 
That's better than nothing ; if thou canſt not 
do it for love, yet why canſt thou not do it 
for fear ? balt thou not as much reaſon as; 
brute creature , that 1s greedy'of meat, yet 4 
whip-ſtick, is able to ſcare him from it ? an horſ 
is detitous to ſtand ftillhyeta [par and a rod is 
able to make him go faſter, and is not Hel mor 
fearfrill than all rods * Why doft thou no 
take heed for fear, leſt God ſhould ſen 
thee to Hell ? aſinnerand a hypocrite are inex 
caſahle hetein , for Hell may fear them, t 


3 
ſiny 


4 11 $101 are afraid, fearfmneſſe hath (; 
priſed the hypocrites ; wha among us ſhall dwell 
witheverlaſting burnings? Efay 33.14. who 0 
u$ is able. ro dwell with everlaſting flames ? and} 
hypocrites may $o ſo farr; fear Hell, and 
abltain from a -million of ſins, for fear 
of theſe everlaSting barnings:canſt thou fy thou 
canſt not reſiſt fin for fear of Gods judge- 
ment? Ng, thou canſt reſiſt ſin. for _ 

i 0 
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of leſſer Fils than ſo ; the fear of mens ſeeing 
thee can keep thee from committin adultery 
in the market-place , and cannot the fear. of 
God reſtrain thee from it in private? thou 
dareſt not tranſgreſle the Kings Lawes for fear 
of the Gallowes; and cannor the fear of Hell 


| reſtrain thee from tranſgreſſing of.Gods ? Gods 


diſpleaſure is greater than the Kings, and thou 
knowelt it : God 1s truer in his Law than any 
mortal man , and thou knoweſtir : and fear- 

eſt. thou not me? fear ye not me, ſaith the 
Lord ? Wil ye not tremble at my preſence? Jer.s. 
22. Canſ{ thou fay thou art not able to fear 
bim ſo much as ſervilely? that is not ſo , for 
when. thou art fick , and ready to dy, then 
thou wilt fear him , then Oh thou wouldeſt 
fain become a new creature, and all out of 
fear of the great God; and cant thou not 
now ? No, no, now hepe be pleaſures to be had, 
and thou wilt have them ;, here is the World, 
and thou wilt cark, here is buſineſle,and thou 
wilt be doing , and thou wilt not finde leaſure 
for God. Na, thou wilt not; canſt thou not 
do this that God bias thee, at leaſt out of fear?this 
is nothing but a /ye of Satan, thou wouldſt do 


_ them all for fear of a man. Suppole there 


were Lawes made that every man who does not 
pray in his Family Morning and Evening 


| ſhould afſuredly be hanged : whoſoever ſwears 


an Oath, ſhould be hanged as ſoon as he 
hath ſworn it: Whoſoeyer breaks out into 


any bitter rayling ſpeech , ſhould ſuffer death. 


Suppoſe I fay ro all the duties of Religion it 
were death to omit them, and the Kino had made 
| ſach 
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] uch a certain ſure Law, 1 dare ſay there would 
be many -millions of Profeſſors more in Eng- 
land than there are; rather than ye would 
gibbeted, wany ſweares would never ſwear 
more ;'.many lyars never ly more ; *many pro- 
fane houſeholders never omit Prayers in their 
Families more; and couldſt thou do this for | 
fear of a man? why canſt thou not then do it for Az 
fear of the great Goa? 
3Confid.. Thirdly, The Lord hath given thee natural 
counſel, and natural reaſon and prudence: Oh 
fayeſt thou , Iam tempted before I am aware , 
andthe paſſion is up betore Iam aware, I can- 
not help it for my life. No, I believe thee, when 
the Devil 5s once up,there is no allaying that foul | 4 
Fiend for the fy San Thou canſt not immedi- | £ 
ately allay it. But why -canſt thou not pre- | | 
vent it with counſel and deliberation ? the very | © 
r 
h 
C 


Heathens have done this, and thou haſt advan- 
rage of all Heathen. - God'hath given thee not 
only reaſon in thy head, anda natural con- 
fcience in thy breaſt; but: alſo diret50n 1» bis 
word to prevent it, and if thou daft not, thou wilt | 
 x9t: are the luſts of thine appetite violent? why be 
then doſt not thou fore-calt for to reign them ? | Tc 
why doſt thou not abſtain from going co | A 
Feaſts a while ? why doſt thou.not ſtint thy 
Trencher with ſo much ? if thy luſts be on fire | th 
why doft thou feed them with fuel? Are | Mm 
the luſts of anger and wrath predominate in 
thee? thou rapſt out an Oath before thou art | lic 
aware , why then doſt thou not as Chryſoftomwe | Ye 
world have thee, ſet forfeitures for every Oath? | "Ne 
Why. doit thou not intreat Gods people fe- | W 

verely | -* 


r 


| 
] 
1 
| 
| 
} 
( 
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verily toLNprove thee, andexaCta fine of thee 
for every miſgovernea word? Why doſt thou 
not bawk ſuch acquaintance as may occaſion 
thy Tongue to caſt out Oaths? Why doſtthou 
not club down thy luſts with argument upon 
argument ? ſhall I be touchy to be damned,and 


| proud to be damned, &c. even arguments of 


ſelfe-love are able to knock them down. I do 
not know hovv; No? that's becauſe thou yyvilt 
not know, They know not neither will they un- 
derſtand,Pſal. 82. 5. So thou knowelt not, nei- 
ther wilt thou underſtand ; that's the reaſon 
thou full walkeſt i» darkxeſſe , why doſt not 
thoy oppoſe thy luſts at firſt riſing ? ox obtine- 
bis ut aeſinat , ſs incipere permiſeris, ſayes Sexe- 
ca; thou canit never get victory except thou be 
here firſt in the Field. The Lord hath given 
thee counſels on this faſhion , why doſt thou 
not uſe them? only becauſe thou wilt not ; 
haſt thou impediments? Clarancys bad them 


doſt not thou? if thon wilt not; thou doſt 
willingly periſh , thou might{t do more than 

Shou doſt , but thou wilt not; and thou migh- 
teſt ſhun more than thou doſt , but thou wilt 
nor. 

Fourthly , becauſe thou wilt fay all theſe 
things are but #atural and moral and civil, I 
may Periſh for all theſe , but alas I am not 
able to do any thing ſpiritually : I cannot be-' 
lieve, I cannotrepent; though this be very true, 

. yet thy plea is no excuſe; for though they be 
natural, yet they are firſt. Firſt thats 1# order 
Which is natural , and afterwards that which is 


/ piritu- 


too, but he overcame them ſayes Seneca, Why 


—_ — 
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ſpiritual , and if thou ſickeſt there Yiu ſtickeſt | 
at a Will-not. The Lord hath takena fufficient | | 
courſe to humble thee, and thou wilt not be hum- | 
bled; thiou fayeſt thou canſt not obey ſpiritu- | \ 
ally, I grant it, its mot true: nor repent ſpiritu- } | 
ally ; why then wilt thou not be humbled | 
that canitnot ? As God ſaidto Pharaoh, How | | 
long wilt thou refuſe to humble thy ſelf before me ? 
Exodus 16. 3. There is.external humiliation, 

1Kings as Ahabs humiliation , thou mayeſt com to , 
2:29- beforethathumiliation thou canſt not expreſle: 
why .art'cthon not humbled. with that which 
thou mayſt? ” if 
. Firſt then, why doſt thou not ſeethy caſe | xj 
to be damnable ? Doft thou not know | that | 
judgments paſt upon all to damnation ? Rox. | n 
5.38: All men are damned out of Chriſt. Who- | 
Joeveris not 4 mew creature, is not in Chriſt, but | C 
is a damned man to this day : thou knowelt the | þ, 
Lord ' himſelf doth fay thus: what hinders | {© 
thee now from deduRiing a particular there- | G 
from ? If uponall men, thenupon me, if ? tr: 


y-u» — - 


be damned to this day that are not new crea- 
tures in Chrift , then I am a damned man t 
tis honr : This Logick, God doth vouchſafe 
rhee ; why doſt thou not reaſon on this faſhi- 
on? Tam a damned man and a damned wo- | 
man to this day : if thou wouldſt be brought 
fo this paſſe there might be ſome hope of thee, 
bet thoy wilt not , thou wilt ſcrape up ſome 
hopes or other , thou wilt not believe this. 
Believe thus, /xyes God , but Twill nor, ſayeſt 
thou, no, thou wilt have thy luſtſtll , and 
thou wilt not believe this; if thau wouldit be- | 
lieve! **; 


| lievevert 
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y thou arta damned man, becauſe thou 
art not 4 new creature in Chriſt, may be thou 
wouldſt never have done ti]] thon art one, thou 
wouldit forſake all , and follow Chri$t in all 
things, but thou wil nt. | 

Secondly , but I cannot fayelt thou : -why 


| then wilt thou not deſpair i thy ſelf? a man 


muſt deſpair as he is, otherwiſe he can never 


. get into Chriſt : as long asa man lives and does 


after the fleſh , he can have no true hope of 
mercy or pardon,or any thing, no, heis a dead 
”an,all the Angels of Heaven cannot help him, 
if there were a thouſand Chriſts , he ſhould pe- 
riſh without them ; and why wilt thou not de- 
ſpair in thy ſelf? deſpair ? God forbid. Ile 
never deſpair while T live , God is more mer- 
cifull than ſo, and I hope need not deſpair. 
Chriſt. died for ſinners, and I were a fool if I 
ſhould deſpawr. Thus thou pleadeſt with God 
for thy vain hopes; but why wilt thou fayes 
God , why wilt thou plead with me ? thou haſt 
tranſgrefled againſt me, = 2. 29. Thou 
pleadeſt for hopes, andlielt in thy fins, why 
wilt thou ? mark, the wilb is ſet on it, thou 


wilt plead : thou might deſpair of thy ſelf, 


but thog wilt not, and therefore thou wilt wilful- 


' ly periſh. 


Thirdly , but T cannot pat down mine own 
heart, nor maſter mine own will fayeſt thou ; 
No? Why then canft thou not go and 7eſigre 
it to. God? Lord, here is a —_ heart , 1 can- 
not. humble it; Oh, here is a ſtony heart , 
I cannot break it; Lord do thou: here is a 
rebellious heart, I cannot ſubdueit , Log do 
$35} | cAOUz 
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thou ; bor thou wilt not reſign up hy heart, 
thou wilt not ſet aboutit as well as thou'canſt; 
they will not frame their deings 'to turn unto 
God, Ho. 5. 4. they will not; ſo thou wilt not | a 
frame thy ſelf to doit as well as thou canſt. And | V 
therefore thou doſt willingly go on, and thou art | N 
wholly inexcuſable before God; and when he | /» 
ſends thee to Hell, thou ſhalt know thine own wil | 
brought thee thither. Thon mightft reform thine | 0! 
outward man , but thou wilt not; thou mightſt | la 
bridle thy /z#s and thy paſſions , but thou wilt | G 
not ; thou might take athouſand good oppor- | 0! 
tunities, but thou wilt not. And therefore thou | ft 
haſt no excuſe before God , thou doſt willingly | W 
periſh. Its true thou canſt not, may be; 4. m 
neceſſity is notit, but thoy wilt not: indeed ifthou br 
didit every day labour to fight againſt thy luſts , | & 
and reſiſt to the u:moſt , and couldſt not, then | W 
Repugnan- it were neceſſity , but thou doſt not, nay. thou | 10 
—_ v- wilt not. - He that reſiſteth and then cannot, he | bu 
jam of he may plead , Lord, what a wofull neceſlity of 
Sen, Af{inningam Iin; butthou giveſt way to thy luſts, 
\ and therefore thou art inexcuſable, and thou 


doſt willingly periſhs thi 


Pr ET 


The ſecond Ground. 7a 


ir 

He ſecond now followes. Every wicked ti 

man is ſlothfull and negligent. Thou evill 
ſervant and ſlathfull, ſayes Chriſt, Matth.25.26. | *a 
Thou haſt been lazy with the Talent 1 gave Th 

_ thee, 1pgave thee preaching and teaching', and Pla 
thou haſt been lazie to hear it. Ibave oe _ 

| tnee,| + 
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| thee knoWledge of that which is good, and 


thou haſt been Jazie to improveir. I have pul- 


| led thee to Prayer by the motion of my Spirit , 


and thou haſt been lazie at the dury: Thou e- 
vill and flothfull Servant, I have given thee 
many a ſweet oportunity to be rid of that baſe 


+ Luſt thatthou art moſt addifted unto, and thou 


haſt been lazie to take it. This is another ground 
of this Dorine. Nowif this be ſo, thou muſt 


' lay the blame on thine own 1/1, and not on 


Goas denying thee power ,, Becauſe ſloth is a fault 
of the will. 1 cannot call him a ſluggard , that 
ſticks at a ca»-»yot, but only him that fticks at a 
will-not, He that labours and ſtrives as 
much as he can, none will call him a fluggard , 
but him that can labour more and wz/! nor. 
Sloth is a voluntary fanlt of the will : How long 
Wilt thou ſleep O ſluggara? Prov.6. 9. How 
long wilt thou ? its not a fault of impotency, 
but of will. 


Five Demonſtrations to prove this. 

Firſt if thou be ſlothfull ro good duties , 
then thou doſt only imagine a company of can- 
nots. Tcannot do as I would, ſayſt x Ach No, 
why then art thou flothfull , co make more 
imaginary cannots? A flothfull man ima- 
_ more cavnots than there be. I cannot g0 


is journey ſaies he, I ſhall be weary , I ſhall 


11 be robb'd, I ſhall fall of my horſe; I cannot 


travel it : the Way of a ſlothfull man is a hedge of 
Thorns. But the way of the righteous is made 
plain faith Solomos. The flothfull man he ima- 
gines theres a thorn-hedge in his way. I ſhall be 
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prickt F 
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rickt, I cannot over it;what? 1s th a Thorn 

Prov. 15+ Les in the way ? No, forthe righteous that 
_ oesit, he finds it plain , he ſeesnone, no, 
. 1068 is no ſuch Thorn-hedge in the way, 

but he does imagine one; and therefore bit 

will-not is his let , not his cannot , for he does 

but imagine.a cannot . So doeſt thou ſay, I 
cannot do thus and thus; why then artthou ſloth- 

full to imagine more cannots , and Thorn-hed-. | 4 

ses than there are? I. cannot livethen, Oh | n 

1 cannot go ſo often to prayer, and ifI ſhould | ly 

do ſo as you ſay , I ſhould be houted atup and | n: 

down ; youtell me I ama Hellhound for my | ve 

pride and my paſſions; Oh If I ſhould be- | co 
lievethis, 1 ſhould never have merry day more. | 
Alas all theſe are but imaginary cannots , ima- | C0l 
ginary T horn-hedges. 1 cannot be fo ftric , | thc 
neither can I putt up. Ifay thou doſt but ima- 

Sine a company ot cannots, and therefore thoy 

wilt not. 

_ 2. Demonſtration. If thou be ſlothfull to | not 
 2Demon. good datics , then thou makeſt every little diffi- 
culty a cannot ; nothing but an 5mpoſſibility is g | Ver 

cannot. Butif thou beeſt ſlothfull , thou ma- | Lye 

keſt every little difficulty a cannot. T cannot | eve 

turn mine own heart,nor break mine own heart: | qr 

but why then art thou ſlothfull , ro make every |19w 
little difficulty a cannot ? a ſlothfull mano: : 
_ every little difficulty a cannot. The oe 
flothfull man will not plow by reaſon of cold , and 
—_— and _—_ ſpall bebe ho os have no-('&ll 
thing. He will not & ut by reaſon of cold ,|9ere 

be ſticks at a very little difficulty , his fingers aref"8- 
19 tender forſoorh , they muſt not ake , .big| 3: 
_ 


bad 


O 
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Toes are Fo Lady-like they muſt not ſmart, 
becauſe its a little difficult , therefore he will 
'notdoit ; He will not Plow by reafon of cold. 
Well, bes then and ye will; cannot you en- 
dure a little cold? yea, he couldendureit, but 
it would be difficult: And therefore ſayes the 
Text, he will not plow by reaſon of cold. 
He does not ſtick, at an impoſſibility , for then in- 
« | deed he could not. But the flothful man will 
1 | not plow by reaſon of cold : He ſticks on- 
1 | ly ata difficulty , and therefore he will nor , 
4 | nay if he ſhould labour ſoundly indeed, his 
y 
e 


very labour would keep him from being a- 
. | cold; the truth is, its the /abour of plowing 
|| that he # againſt. And theretore every little 
,. | cold ſhall ſerve for an excuſe. So why arc 
thou ſlothful ro count every petty difficulty 
4- | a Cannot? Its an uncomfortable thing to be 
0g | alwayes paring on my ſins, I cannot abide | 
{it, its troubleſom to be Tongue-tied. Whar 
+ | not ſpeak a word bat onely with Warrant 
fi- from Scripture? I cannot abide ir ; what ne- 
s g | ver help my ſelf at a dead lifr, by telling a 
1a-|Lye ? never right my ſelf by a little Revenge ? 
\ot | ever comply nor ſort with fuch and ſuch old 
rt; | acquaintance , becauſe they drop out an Oath 
ery [ow and then before they are aware? O I can- 
1an (20 abide ir. What thus preciſe ? T am not 
The\#ble to abide it. No? cannet, cannot thy ſtub- 
and\01r Will foop to alittle difficulty ? get thee to 
9-H , and fee if thou canſt abide chat, and 
14 ;[dere thank thine own will for thy periſh- 


os 3. Demonſtration , If thou beeſt- floathful, 3. Demon. 
rocs| . | E they 
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then thoy turneſt thy very Abulnies Fs cannot, | 
not. onely all difficulties , but alſo thine Abi- | | 
lities into cannots. Like 4 Drone thatis lazy, | 
he loſes his Abilities that he bath. By much | - 

Eccleſ, 10. Slothfulneſſe the Building decayeth. Alas, I am | ; 
18.yery dead-hearted,fayſt thon , nay, but O Man, | | 
the time was when God quickened thee ata | , 

: Sermon, why didſt thou let it decay ? the time } ; 
was whenthou wert a little well affeted, why fl 
didft thou ler it decay ? time was when thou | _.: 
wert ſoberer, and lefſe given to Wrath and 
Paſſions, and why did{t thou let theſe good | «; 
Conditions decay ? the Lord gave thee them | 50 
heretofore , = thou haſt played the Sluggard | © 
with them , and therefore now they are decay- | ;,, 
ed. Thy quickning is decayed, thy ſorrowes 
for ſin decayed, thy meltings decayed, thy 
through much flothfulneſſe the Building does | 1, 
Pro.1.3,6. decay. He that is Slothful in his Work,, is| 5 
Brother to a great Waſter : So thou art aBro- fort 

= to a great Waſter, becauſe thou artSloth- [1c 
4. Demon. 4. Demonſtration. If thou beeſt Slothinl, bach 
then thou doeſt Voluntarily nail thy ſelf unto 
cannots.. Thereis many a fin that now thou|j;. þ 
art a ſlave too, that thou mightſt have troden|; 
ander thy foot, .but now thou canſt not ; thou 
mightſt have gone further and further on, 
in Reformation, if thou hadſt held on whenh;,; 
thou wert going ; like a Coach, its eaſier toſh, 

make it runn .on when once its going , than 
ſur it, whenonceit ſtands ſtill ; and now thoul, 
canſt not , now thou art »ayled to it, like thh, p.. 
Door to his Hinges. Now thou cant pray aridþy;, 
pray. -* 
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| pray and grow ne're the better , hear and read 
| andne'rethe holier : As the Door turneth upon 
| its Hinges, ſo doth the Slothful Man on his Bed, Pro.19.24 
The Door goes to andfro, to it goes, and fro 
| | 1t goes, it goes may be all the yeer long, and 
| fill it hangs juſt upon the ſame Hinges, - and 
after ſeven yeers travel, it hangs there where 
it did, its nayled to its Hinges. So its with a 
ſluggiſh heart : he g9es to a Prayer and from 
a Prayer , to a Sermon and from a Sermon , 
to a good Nuty and from a good Duty , and 
ſtill he hangs juſt on the ſame Hinges: He hath 
| gotten no ground, is juſt where he was; ſo 
thou art jult at the ſame paſs, after a thou- 
ſand prayers, and a thouſand Sermons, and mil- 
lions of good Duties, {iill chon hangeii on 
thy old Duties, ne're the more pure to this 
Hour, 
5. Demonſtration, Sloth zs a lazy Putting g, Demon, 
0 | forth by halfs of that vower one hath. This 
alſo is the very Nature of Sloth , when a Man 
', [hath more power than he ſhews, but he: is 
ul, lazy to put it all forth. The Scripture uſes a 
Compariſon of a Man that hides his Hand in 
Ol 1his Boſome, and though he have Meat ſtand- 
ing before him, yet he will notſo much as 
OMfring it ro his mouth. A flothful man hi- 
deth his hand in his boſom, and will nor 
1en ring it to his mouth. What ? why does he 
 Wikirve ? becauſe he hath not any meat ? No, Pro.19. 24s 
he Meat ſtandeth before him : becauſe he 
Ut not any hands ? No, he hatha Hand in 
" s Boſom : becauſe his Hand hath the dead 
lie, and he not able to ſtir it ? No, he 


p 
ray + M will I» 
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will not put it forth :. He will not bring it to 
his mouth , ſayes the Text. So when thou art 
Praying, thou wilt not put thy ſelf forth, when | 


thou art rzeformixg, thou doelt not put thy ſelf | 


forth ; when thou art about any good ſervice, 
thou doſt not put thy ſelf forch ; here is a Sab- 
bath before thee, and a Sacrament before thee, | 
but thon wilt not reach it to thy mouth ; thou 
wilt not put thy ſelf forth. The Lord tells 
thee, this fin will break, thy Neck, and thou 
wilt not ſo much asreach it to thy mouth, nor 
apply it to thy heart, may be it would humble 
thee, and feed thee, but thou wilt not reach 
ir. to thy mouth; what a deal of power halt 
chou? but thou putcelt it forth by the halves, 
when thou art examining thy Conſcience, thou 
putcelt thy ſelf forth by the halves,thou mighti| 
put thy ſelf forth many degrees more , but thou 
wilt not. 

Oh Beloved, this ſame point will frike the] 
World dumb befere God, even this , why dia ye nit 
put your ſelves forth to the utmoſt ? Thou haſt 
lomewhat more in thee than by reaſon of thy 
lazineſle thou doſt put forth. 

T here us more than by reaſon of Slug giſhneſs 

thou putteſt forth. 

Firſt, its a ſign #t #5 5x thee, becauſe when God 


I. Argo. lies convert a ſinner, he does not put 113 1eW pow- 


ers and faculties into the Soul , he does not put 
1n a new faculty of thinking and Underſtanding, 
and willing , and affefing, and remembring; 


No, the ſoul hath theſe faculties already , utr 


derſtanding already, and thinking already, and Gy, 


remembring and deſiring already, and willing rery 
already, 


| 


uſtr 


ady 
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already , God does not put in new faculties, When 
bur turns them thar are there unto himſelf, like 0 
a Wat6b out of frame, the Wheels are there yh 
ſtill, the ſpring ſtill, and every parcel there grace, he 
ſtill , but all out, of frame, and the Artiſt ſets findes in 
them in frame, ſo the Soul hath them in ir , thee _ 
True, it requires the emnipotent power of God to = Lo 
turn all theſe faculties to him. Notwithſtanding ja , os 
thou doit voluntarily turn them unto other yotentia 0+ 
things , and not #nto God, They are every one $eatentia- 
in thee, asthouarta Man. But God may not , _ 
have them, nay & thou mighteit put them forth on "I 
to more than thoy doſt. Orher Th” can have cylties are 
them ſxperfluoyſly, but God may not have them. raiſed to 
(1 intend not a power of doing the leaſt good in a ſuper - of 
gracious manner, nor toingage God to give thee ral gas 


upon ſu- 
grace only.) —_ | 


. EE PErnal 
Secondly, its a ſign it 75s in thee. ( I meanralotjets 
ſtill ſo far forth as to demonſtrate thee ſloth- by God. 


' ful.) I fay it is a ſign it is in thee, becauſe 2- 472%. 


thou canſt fiew as great power otherwiſe. When | 
a Servant can 74% a Race for his ſport, why 
will he not on his Maſters Errana when he 
bids him ? Its a fign it isin him, and he will 
not put it forth. Canſt thou not ſpare an 
Hour every Day for private Prayers unto God, 
ſometime for to meditate and belabour thy 
heart? Thou canſt ſpare twice as much for 
thy Belly and thy Back, and thy profits. Canſt 
thou not ſhed Tears for thy finns * Thou 
canſt ſhed Tears for madneſſe, and wrath, and 
vexation. Canſt thou not tell how to gloritie 


bt God ?. Oh my parts are very ſhallow , gifts 
in 


very ſmall ;&c.b:t thog art wy to do evill, They 
(DES 3 are 


*Apn 


its in thee, a ſign there is Wir enough in thee, 
and Ability enough in thee to take pains. 


fol. 9.9. 


ESO.5.19. 


3 hw it to whos thou liſteſt ; like a ſluggard that 
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ave wiſe t» do evil but to do good ey have nd 
browledge. Itsa fign it isin thee, bat thou wilt 
ot. Thou canſt not ſpeak for God, thou canſ | 
not be angry againſt ſin, nor lay to heart 
the miſeries of Gods Church ? No ; but thou 
canſt finde thy Tongue faſt enough for to |. 
Rail, and Clamour; and thou canſteven burſt 

with Anger when thou art croſt. Its a fign | 


Thou haſt it for other th3ngs , but thou wilt not 
put it forth for the Lord. Oh how does this pro- 
voke the Moſt High | That ſtrangers ſhould de- 
vour all thy ſtrength. Like Ephraim, ſtrangers 
devoured all his Strength. God might have 
none of it, but {trangers and ftranpe luſts could 
haveit:. The World can have thy pains and 
thy cares; the things of the World they can 
have thy thoughts and thy ſtrength , and mot 
T, ſayes Chriſt. As a Maſter complaines of 
his retractory Servant, you can do it for your 
ſelf,and do 1t tor others ; but yeu will not do it 
forme; 4 ſign it z5 in thee, but thou wilt not put it 
orth. 

Thirdly, its a fcz1t1s in thee, for thou canſ 


will work at idle times; fo thou canſt ſerve 
God when thou haſt nothing elſe to do. Like 
Pharaohs conceit of the Iſraelites, That they 
would ſerve God becauſe they had nothing|- 
clie todo. Yeareidle, zale ye are, therefore yt 


(ay, Let us goand do ſacrifice anto God, Becaule 


they had nothing elſe to do ; So when thou 
haſt nothing elſe to do with thy Torgae, then 


\ thou 
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thou canſt give iz ts God; nothing elſe to do 
with thy thoughts, then thou canit think of God; 
when thou haſt no uſe of alie, then thou canſt 
cell rruth, &c. Afſignit is inthee, itis not the 
telling of the truth , it is not the ſpeaking very 

ently and modeſtly that isnot in thee to do, 
- thou wilt not put it forth ; nay thou canſt be 


ſoundly provoked while ſome are in Company, 
and yet {till as quiet as may be, aſfign it isin 
thee. 


43 


Fourthly , its a fign it 75 31 thee, but thouart 4. Arg. 


ſo ſluggiſh thou wilt not pat it forth , becanſe the 
Rod 16 able to Whip it out of thee, Like a Boy that 
is idle and can fay nothing , yet his Maſter is 
able to whip it out of him, then he can ſay 
it yery roundly. So thou canſt not think of 
theſe things, yet let God laſh thee, and whip 
thee with /:ckxeſſe, or with the Pangs of Death, 
Then O I have been a Prunkark, and1T have 
been naught, I have been wicked, and Oh 
if God would recover me, I would not for 
a World fin ſo as IT have done : Then thou 
canſt weep, and then thou canſt crie , and then 
O for #he Miniſter | Aſignit is in thee, for 
aRod puts in no new , but onely laſhes up that 
which lay there; as the 7 wags of the Rod 
have no vertxe inthem to put Learning into the 
Boy , bur .its a ſign it was in him. Ah thou 
Wretch thou , thy Blood lies on thine own 


' Head; why then doſt thou not now put thy 


ſelf forth ? Thou canſt, but Oh it kills thee 
to think now of taking pains after ſuch 
things. It kills thee now to go to thy Beads 
and lie at weeping Croſſe, and be ſo holy 

E 4 for 


Pro. 21 25. 


3, Argu. 


s Kings 
12. 2. 
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forſooth. Oh it kills thee now to take pains 
hereabouts, like rhe _—_— the deſire of the 
fluggard kills him, for hu hands refuſe to Ia- 
boxr. He deſires to have 4 C70p, but it kills him 
to $0 to the Plough , he deſires to have his 
markets , bur it kills him to go thither. So 
thou deſireſt to go to Hetver, but'it kills thee 
to take pains ; Mortification , Self-Denial, 
Repentance , Humiliation, Examination of 
Conſcience , Reformation of life , Oh theſe 
kill thee to think of them. A fign much 


is in thee , but it kills thee to pur it 


forth. 

Fifthly , A ſign it # is thee, becanſe thox 
canſt do a hunared times more then when thou art 
pleaſed; lire a wilfyl lazy Servant, you could 
do it better if-you were pleaſed , fayes his 
Maſter. So ts long as thou arr pleaſed thou 
canſt be more Religious, a ſign 1t 1s in thee, 
Rhehoboham, bis firit years were Religious; Peter 
Atartyr obierves, he was well pleaſed that 
ſame while he ſaw it. was for the eſtabliſhing 
of bis Kingdom. Andthe Levits came to him, 
from ferobeam, ſo long he was pleaſed, and 
then he was Religions, but afterwards not, 
and why not afcerwards too ? Its a fign it was 
in him, but he was mot well pleaſed; So Foaſh 
aid rizht in the fight of the Lerd all the dayes of 
Jehoica. Why? then he was well pleaſed 
with. Religion , for it helpt him to root ont 
Athaliahs fa#ion , Fehoiada had been the ſa« 
viour of his life, the help of him to the King- 
aom , th: Lord Protetter of his Nonage , To 
eitavliſhy of bis Srepter, All this while Reli- 
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gi0N did pleaſe him, but afterwards he would 
not do right in the ſight of the Lord, Why? be- 
cauſe other things now pleaſed him better , 
but its a ſign it was in him. They on the 
Rock, they could hear, and profeſle as long 
as the Goſpel did pleaſe them , they heard it 
with joy , that pleaſed themwell; Ye know Luke 4.1- 


- Joy is a very pleaſing thing, and then they 


could be forward to profeſle it , a ſign it was 
in them, but in time of affii&ion and perſec:- 
tion, nay now the Goſpel did zot pleaſe them, and 
therefore they fall off. So thou canſt love a 


+ Child of God aslong as he pleaſeth thee, nay 


thou canſt commend him for his holinefle , O 
its a credit to thee to be acquainted with ſuch a 
one : Butwhen ſomething does not pleaſe thee, 
then thou canſt hate him in thy heart ; All theſe 
= it is in thee , bat thou wilt not put it 
orth. 
Sixthly , a ſign it 5s 5n thee, becauſe thou 0- Argu- 
wilt ſhew it in Hell ;, there Dives ſhall ſhew it was 
in kim to have regarded a godly poor Lazarus, to Luk. 16-28 
have reſpefted the ſalvation of his five Brethren , 
There he ſhall ſhew it was in him to fear Hell 
more than he did. Then the Wicked ſhall ſay, 
What hath Pride profited us? And what have 
Riches and Means advantaged us ? Then they 
ſhall ſee it was in them not to count them for 
Hypocrites, and Fools and mad. Men that 
were more Religious than themſelves. We 
Fools counted their life madneſſe, and we had 
them in deriſion ;, and lo they are received among ſt 
the Saints, Wiſdom 5.3,4,5, Andtherefore it 
is in thee ; why then wilt chou cot pur thy ſelf 
{orih 7 
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' forth ? I ſay this wil! ſtrike you all dumb before 


God at the laſt day; why would you not put your 
ſelves forth ? and how do you ſtand lazing and 
zaleing out the dayes of your oWn peace ? 


Te cannot have any one excuſe. 


No m_ Firſt, Yee cannot ſay xo body hired you : In- 
wil ſerve 2-ed the carefulleſt Servant inthe World muſt 


Impenitent 


fingers 


of neceſlity be idle when none will employ him; 


torn at the why ſtand you here idle all the day long ? No 
laſt day. Jan hath hired us Lord, Matthew 20.6. Mark, 


they have an excuſe ihat they were never 
hired into the Vineyard. That was more ne- 
ceſlary idleneſle , but you have been hired, nay 
you were hired very early inthe Morning, and 
therefore why ſtand you here idle all the day 
long ? 

Secondly, Now thon art in Gods Vine- 
yard, thou canſt not ſay 1 cannot profeſſe, I can- 
not profit by Hearing, nor profit by Praying , 
&c. Thou canſt not ſay ſo ; For why doſt thou 
not labour ? in all labour there is profit. 
Never did a Man labour but ſome profit or 


Fro. :8.23 other he did get; but thou wouldſt not la- 


bour , but thou ſtoodeſt lazing and idleing. 
Fain would{t thou be ſaved ; fain eſcape 


Hell and Damnation, and oh that this were } 


to labour for it! Like rhe ſluggard that deſi- 
reth a Harveſt , and yet is idle; O atinam hoc 
efſet laborare : He lies loytering and playing, 
and oh that this were to labour | Oh that this 
were to plough and to ſow ! If his Bed were 
the Plough, and his Pillow the Tecme, 


he? 


"a guts. ha 
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he would then drive it well : So doſt thou] 
Utinam hac eſſet reſipiſcere,thou goeſt on mind» 
ins the things of this Life, Carking and Caring 
&c. Utinam hoc eſſct reſipiſcere, O that this 
wereto Repent, and this were to go to Heaven : 
thou art negligent of Prayer,and Faith, and Ho- 
lineſſe, Chriſt Jeſus ſave me; Thus cries the 


Drunkard, Chriſt ſave me, and thus the World- 


lings Chriſt Jeſus forgive me. Thus like a flug- 
card thou wiſheft , O that this were beheving 
and ſerving of God | Like the fluggardI fay, O 
that this were to labour ! thou mightſt profit if 
thou woudit labour , iz all labour is profit ;, but 
thou wilt not labour, and therefore inexcuſa- 
ble. O what a ſpeechleſs Creature ſhalt thou be 
before Godat the laſt day ! This is the ſecond 
ground of the Doctrine; The reaſon why a wick- 
ed man doesnot turn unto God, is not becauſe 
he cannot , but becauſe he will not. I faythe 
ground of it is this, 


Every wicked man u ſlothful and 
negligent. 


Stir up your ſelves yee whoſe Heart the 
Lord hath awakened; Though the wicked be 
{lothful , 4/1 yee be flothful alſo ? O whar 
infinite Reaſon hath the Lord to corre& us, 


| _ one of all ? How woefully ſlothfull are 


oxwr hearts! 1 cannot maſter my unruly Hearr, 
ſayes one, and 1 cannot caſt out this fame hard- 
tiearred Devil : Thus we ſay like the Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt, we could not caft him out. O 
Faithleſſe Generation ; how long ſball I be 


with 


47 
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with you ſaies Chriſt. Cannot caſt him out ? 


Why ? he could g0 ozt by Praying and Faſt- 
ot. So theſe fan ditempers o heart, theſe 
frozen-hearted Devils would go out ſoon e- 
nough by Faſting and Praying ; But oh we 
are ſo lazy thereat, and ſo cold and fo dead, 
and fo drowſie, we do not take pains. 
There is teaching in aboundance ,, and why can- 
not ye learn? There is miſery enough on the 
Church , and why cannot we moxrn ? There 
is woe enough a comming, and why caznet 


we provide tor't afore-hand ? God will whip © 


out theſe lazy weeds ont of us , if we belong to 
him , O it provokes him! as Vinegar to the 


5 


Pro.10.26 Teeth, and ſmoak to the Eyes, ſo us the Sluggard 


to him that ſends him. Ah thou lazy Drone, 
this *tis to ſend a leader-heeld Drone of ones 
Errand , it makes the Maſter look as ſoxrely 


on him, as if he had drunken a Porringer of 


Vinegar. <0 Beloved, this our ſloth to good 
things it doth deeply provoke God , there is 


many a Mercy welolſe , becauſe of our ſloth; 


many a Grace we never attain , nay many a 
Croſſe and many a trouble do we get by reaſon 
of our ſloth. Oh let us ſ{tirr up our ſelves, 
and blow up the ſparks that are underthe em- 
bers, or elſe it will be evil and bitter that 
God will make us to ſuffer. And y6u that 
live in your fins, let me tell you; ye can ne- 
ver lock for Mercy, txcept ye ſhake off- your flath ; 
ye may defire to be converted , and pardoned, 
and ſaved, and fo forth; bat the Sogl of the 
Slug card defrreth and hath not : But the diligent 
ſhail be made fat. *Tis the diligent, the diligent 


only ' 
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onely that ſhall be fatted with grace , but ye 
may defire all dayes of your lives bur ye ſhall 
never have grace, excepr ye take pains. Nay, 
your own reines ſhall torment you in Hell z Oh 


how did1 idle outmy time,and let ſlip occaſions, - 


and I could dye,and I would to hell,and T would 
not do otherwiſe, and woe is me that ever I was 
born, &c. 


—__ — P_ 


on a — _ 


The third Ground. 


A Wicked Man will not ſet himſelf to uſe all 
| the means that he may. 


HE: is not onely ſloathful in the uſe of the 
ſame, not onely he will not do as much 
good as he may, butalſo he will notſo much 
as uſe the means conſtantly in any faſhion. I 
cannot faith he repent , nor be ſuch a new 
Creature as you talk of, Why then wilt thou 
not uſe the means? This makes thee inexcu- 
ſable. All the whole World both godly and 
ungodly have a cannot, indeed the ungodly 
their cannot is larger and begins ſooner, but 
the godly their cannot is much leſſened, and 
beginns further of. The Lord inables them to 
pO further than all the wicked of the World , 

ut beyond that , there beginns their cannot. 
I ſay all the whole World have their cannot ; 
I call that the means of grace, which is be- 
tween their canand their cannot. As prayers, 
and hearing the Word, and ſtudying, and me- 

| MW} ditating, 
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tating, &c. The Lord ſeeing all men in their 
Cannots, hath appointed ſuch means as they 
can, whereby they are to ſeck unto God to 
do that which they . cannot. Now a Child of 
God whoſe Cannot is in ſome weaſure healed 
by Grace, he can pray in- Faith, and hear in 
Faith, &c. And therefore Prayer in Faith, hea- 
ring Gods Word in Faith, &c. are his means to 
get more : he cannot obey more, nor believe 
more, but he uſes theſe means that he may. 
But a Wicked Man his Cannot is larger, he can- 
not Pray in Faith, and do theſe in Faith, and 
therefore the faithful doing of theſe Duties 
are not his means. I cannot do ſo, ſayes he : 
No, but thou mayeſt ſet upon them all,and do 
them in as good manner as thou canſt, that 
is thy means. —_ thou canſt no pray in 
Faith, yet thou canſt ſet up conſtant Prayers 
in thy Family though, ſuch as they are : Thou 
canſt not conferr with Grace , but thou canſt 
conferr about Grace every day : thon canſt not 
repeat the Word to thy Houſhold in Faith, bur 


_ thou canſt repeat in as good a manner as 


thou art able, that is thy means, Now, if thou 
wilt not uſe the means, thou ſtickeſt at a wil 
zo, and when thou doſt periſh, thou muſt thank 
thine own Will, thou ſtickeſt at a will nor. The 
firſt queſtion Chriſt askes thee is this, what canſt 
thou do ? As when the Sons of Zebedee begged 
to ſit one on the Right Hand, and the other on 
the Left, rhis they could not , except God'did 
vouchſafe them a new gift. But what can ye 


do ? ſayes Chriſt, are ye able to drink, of the Cup 
that I am t6 drink, off, and be baptized with the" | 
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Baptiſm that I am baptized with ? Weare able, 
ſay they, Matth.20. 22,23. Te ſhall drink, &c. 
Mark, he puts them to do that which they 
can, andthen bids them leave that which they 
cannot unto God. I fay, the firſt queſtion 
Chriſt askes thee is, what canſt thou do? TI 
cannot be a Saint, Lord help thee to mercy, &c. 


' Yea, but what canſt thou do ? Canſt thou not 


uſe theſe and theſe means I appoiut thee? If 
thou wilt not do them , neither will I help 
thee. This is the nature of means, to be a means 
to that which one cannot. A Child of God can 
pray in Faith , but cannot maſter ſuch a Luſt, 
and therefore he prayeth in Faith thar he may. 


He can hear the Word preached in Faith , bur 


he .cannot get his heart to itas he would, and 


| therefore he heareth in Faith that he may. Do- 


ins theſe in Faith are the means; now this is 
not the means of the Wicked, for they cannot 
do any thing ,in Faith ; but their means is to 
ſet about them at leaſt chat they may. I cannot 
pray in Faith, ſayeft thou, yea : but thou canſt 
ſet up conſtant Prayers in thy Family though, 
ſuch as they are : thou canſt not caſt off = 


fins in Faith, thou mayſt caſt chem off though ; 


a Godly man may do theſe things in Faith , and 
therefore that is his means. But that which is 
his can is thy cannot , and that which is hisg,,.. 
means, thou mult uſe means unto. Thou muſt 
pray that thou mayſt pray in Faith, repearthe 
Word, that thou mayeſt repeat it in Faith , re- 
form thy life, that thou mayſt reform it in 
Faith; and ſeek the Lord, that mayſt ſeek 


; | himin Faith. Now, if chouwilt not ſerupon 


the 
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the means, thou {tickeſt at a will nok, T confeſſe 
here is the difference, the godly have a promiſe 
This con- ypoy their uſing of their means, they uſing them in 
founds the £1;:h bat thou haſt no promiſe, yet who- koow's 


Helena of” , . 10 may do ? As the King of Niveveh ſaid, 


the Armi- 
nians. 


Let's cry mighcily to God , ler's caſt away theſe 
and theſe tins, Who kxowes if God will turn and 
repent ? Jonah 3.9.He had no promiſe, he could 
not tell whether God would forgive. He would 
ſerupon the means, he mw cry mightily, 
and it hit well, for God ſpared the City : if thou 
wilt not ſet upon the means , thou doeſt wilful- 
ly periſh : and here cleared two things, 1. That 
God appoints every man the means that he may 
uſe, he may uſe thoſe means that God com- 
mands him as means. 2. That if he will not, he 
does wilfully periſh. 


A rguments to prove a Wicked Man may uſe 
the means that God appointeth 
as means. 


I cannot hear the preaching of the Wordfaiſt | 


thou, Tam deaf, I cannot hear Sermons, then 
that is not the means: reading,which thou canſt, 
and meditating, which thou canſt, is thy means. 
Every man may uſe the means that God does ap- 
point himas means. | 


I. Arou. Firſt, becauſe itsthe very nature of means to {| 
come between ones cax and his cannot , and- 


M:dia. therefore they are called media, becauſe they 


come in the midſt-between a mans can and his : 
cannot. By what means may I go up to Lon-; 


don ? 
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| don? flying in the Ayr is not any means. No, 
that is a Birds means and not mine, forT cannot 
| do it, but my means 1s going, if I have legs: or 
riding, if they be not able : or carrying, ifI can- 
not ride. Every mans mediams Come in be- 
tween that which he can and that which he cax- 
| vet, and heis to uſe them, that that which he 

| cannot he may be enabled to do. 

| Secondly, becauſe God does not exhoyt men 

| like a company of ſtocks and ſtones, but as mer 

' that are edifiable by his words. If there were 

no means they could poſlibly uſe, thy were like 


| ſtocks and ſtones. If they had no ears as means 
Jtoletitin, no underſtanding as means to con- 
' ceive it, no power of willing at leaſt to ſet 
about ir, then we ſhould preach to a company 
of ſtocks. There muſt be ſome means propoun- 
| (ed, that men are enabled to uſe (though by 
any power of their own they cannot do it 
oracioully ) or elſe as good preach to a com- 
pany of ſtocks. Now God proteſts he draws 
men as men may be drawn : 1draw them with 
cords of a may, Hol. 11. 4: That is, with ſuch 
cords as a man may be drawn with : nor like a 
ompany of ſtocks and of ſtones : if ye have but 
the carnal reaſon of a man, theſe cords they 
ould draw you. God draws you like men, 
nith cords of a man. Indeed in the quickning 
i the heart, and in point of repentance, a man 
18 no more aRtive than a tone. But when hee 
aws you to the means, he draws you like men, 
| therefore ye may come if ye will, andif ye 


but men , theſe cords are cords to draw 
E. F Thirdly, 


J3 . 
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Thirdly, becauſe Gods anger is very reaſo- 
nable; when a Maſter is angry with a ſervant, 
that may do a thing and yet will not, we call 
his anger a very reaſonable anger. I know 
Gods anger is very reaſonable, for things 
which thou canſt not; becauſe once he gave 
thee power ; but when he commandeth the 
means, now this anger is very reaſonable. We 


ble inthe like caſe ; what will he not do it? 
No not uſe the -means for to do it. ? Would 
not this anger any body? Say we ſo, fortheſe 
things ſake comes the wrath of God upon the chil- 
dren of diſobedience. Eph.5.6. Thartisfor Adul- 
tery, for Fornication, for vain words, and vain 
hopes to be ſaved ; for theſe things comes the 


wrath of God upon the children of diſobeds| 
ence. He does not lay for not __ renewed, | 


for not being converted, but for theſe things 
comes the wrath of God forth. He's for 
thar, but his wrath comes generally forth upon 
men for theſe things, becauſe they will not uſe 


| 


our own ſelves count his anger very reaſona- | 


the means; They will not give over thoſe fins 


51 


witch are the hinderances to converſion. Thi} of 


is very reaſonable ; if a man were not able to 
do it, there would be ſome ſhew ar leaſt of ur 
reaſon-bleneſs in Gods anger ; but there is not 


any ſhew of unreaſonableneſle in his anger} 


when men will not buckle ro the means whic| 
they may. When God commanded the Egypri 
ansto ſubmit and be humbled, they would] 


7 
not;| qui 


he commanded them at leaſt to uſe the meaty wee 
co let his people go, and they would not. - Yol '&6 


ſhall ſee how the Text ſayes his anger now W? 
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-| very reaſonable : fhere is a ſweet phraſe, P/a/. 
t,] 78.50. He made a way to his anger : inthe He- 
ll | brew tis, he weighed a path co his anger. He 
W\ weighed itina balance : mark how reaſonably 
8 | and proportionably God is angry. He puts his 
Ve | anger and mens fins in a ballance, and weighs 
be | out the right meaſure of anger. When a fer- 
/e) vant forceth a Maſter to be angry, whether he 
a-| will or no, he cannot complain his Maſters 
t?] anger is unreaſonable ; he may g0- of his er- 
1d] rands,and he will not, he may .do his buſineſs; 
eſe] and he will not : if he cannot do the buſineſs 
-| it ſelf, yet he may uſe the means, and will 
ul-| not. Now his Maſters anger is very reaſonable, 
ain| becauſe he forceth him to be angry : as the 
the| churning of Milk bringeth forth Butter, ſo the 
d-| forcing of wrath bringeth forth rife, Prov. 30. 
ed, 33. He does even churn his Maſters paſſions, 
ng] and he forceth the fame, as a churner for- 
for} cing the Milk to become Butter, fo he forces 
pot] ones kindneſſe to become anger; and there- 
uſe} fore the anger is very reaſonable. So God 
ſins} is very reaſonable in his anger : wilt thou not 
ſhy uſe the means to be quickned ? Suppoſe thou - 
2 tof canſt not quicken thy felf, but wilt thou not 
ut} fer -about the means ? This churneth the 
not] Lords anger , and his anger is very reafon- 
ger, able. ; 
hicd} Fourthly, Gods offer of kis Kingdom to the 4, Ares. 
ypti] wicked is ſerious : if they were ſenſeleſſe and 
not; Que dead, and could do nothing , his offer 
ea Were,not ſerious : ſhould a man offer an hun- 
{pound to a dead carcafe , here is an hun- 
9 ted pound for you; if you'l take it, ilegiveir 
F 2 
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you,this offer were not ſerious, becaufe the dead 


carkaſſe is not able to ſtir , but is f{enſeleſle.. 
True, in matter of converſion it ſelf, a man us 4s '| 


dead as 4 carcaſſe. Nevertheleſſe he is not abſ0- 


Iutely a dead carcaſſe to all uſe of the means, | 
he hath the life of nature, and reaſon, and of 


ſenſe, and therefore when God offers his King- 
dom in the means , this offer is ſerious, Turn 
you at my reproof, behold I will pour out my 
Spirit unto you, Prov. 1.23. He ſpeaks there 
even of Reprobates and all , and he ſeriouſly 
offers them his ſpirit, and therefore they might 
have gone abour the means, but they would not, 
vocatso dei eſt ſeria, as our Divines do all ſay, 
ou therefore the means he appointeth may be 

ed. 

Fifthly, becauſe Gods reproofs are very equal, 
ſhould a man reprove a criple for not running, 


this reproof were not equal , becauſe he is ' 


not ableto do it. I grant when Gods reproovs 
the wicked for being ſinful, ſuch »eproofs are 


all equal , though they be not able to be with- | 
en equality is grounded up-| 


out ſin : but 
on ſomething before, namely upon their 94- 


luntary apoftacy and inability in Adam. But | 


when God reproves them for not ſetting about 
the means, his reproofs then are very equal, 
and the equality is u__ upon their wi/- 
fulneſſe preſent , will ye not fear me? ſayes 


God ; I do this and this ; mark his reproof 


is ny equal. God reproves 7/7ael for xot obſer- 
ving his Statwes, ſaying, the Statutes of Omri 
ja, wg at. 6. 16. You can obſerve his ſta- 
tutes, why cannot you ſex about mine? » 


Gs — _ 
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ſets up a Temple, you can 80 conſtantly to it, 
why cannot you go conſtantly to mine ? The re- 
proof was very equal. If thou wiltnot ſetupon 
the means, thou art moſt equally condemned. T 


' cannot Preach ſo often as ſome do, nor be ſo 


| 


| 


p 


much reſident as ſome are ; No ? Why wilt thou 
not give over one of thy two livings then? Thou 


| art able to do that; if thowlt not ſer upon the 


means, thy condemnation is equal. Thus TI have 
confirmed this firſt Point, namely, that the wic- 
ked may uſe thoſe means that the Lord commands 
them as means. 

In the fecond place I ſhewed that this being 
thus, thy condemnation muſt be wilful if thou wilt 
not uſe all the means. 


Arguments to prove it. 


7 


' Firſt, The Lord will not help that man bya1 Argn. 


miracle to go that hath leogs to go and will not ,, 
Thou ſayelt thou would fain go to Heaven, 
tell me what leggs hath God given thee? 
What means hath he lent thee ? If thou wilt 
not uſe them, the Lord will never help thee 


| without. Had the Tſraelites had any means to 


have gotten over fordan, as Ships or Barks, 
Boats, or Bridges, or Fords, and they would 
not , he would never have helpt chem over 
without. You know the Lord parted the waters, 


[ſs 3. 13. butif they had refuſed the means, 


e would not have kept them on this man- 
ner without : if they had food ſ»fficient 5n the 
Wilderneſs to eat, and they would not, hee 
would not have rained foed down upon wy j 
oh  Z 46 a 
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had they had Shoomakers and Drapers, and 
Cloth ſufficient to come by, and they would 
not, he would never have miraculouſly have 
helpt the garments from wearing. Itsa tempt- 
ing of God , when thou haſt means and wilt 
not be diligent in them, to deſire God to help 
thee without ; thou wonuldſt have thy Chil- 
dren Gods Children , thy Family Chriſts Fami- 
ly ; then ufe the means. Set up the conſtant in- 
vocation of Gods Name, Morning and Even- 
ing among them, ſet up Reading, ſer up Cate- 


chiſing, . and every good thing : or thou canſt 


never expect it. Wouldſt thou be holy, and 


heavenly ? thenuſe the means; Talk of Heaven | 


in thy meetings, reaſon about grace, inquire 
of good ſouls, and how may I come by an 
humble heart ? How may I get Faith, and be 


lead by the Spirit? If thou wilt not be conſtant in | 


the uſe of the means, all thy prayers ro God are 
nothing but temptings. Thou art troubled with 
by-thoughts, thou fayſt thou wouldft fain be 


delivered there-from ; then uſe the means, be 


not ſo long without God every hour , pray 
every day ottner, ſtrive in the duty the harder; 
if thou wilt not uſe the means, God will ne- 


ver help thee without. Thou art full of thy, 
doubtings, thou ſay{t thou heartily defireſt to 


be freed; then uſe the means, or thou lyeſt: 
Ive over thy broad walking, thy broad ac- 
quaintance.; thoſe that have no more holineſſe 
in them than the ſtock are thy boſomeſt friends; 
if thou-wile.not uſe the means, God will ne- 
ver 'aflure thee without , nor convert thee with- 
gut , it Dives his five Brethren will not hear 


Moſes | 
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| Moſes and the Prophets, they ſhall have no mi- | 
| racle from the dead, Lake 16. 18. if Godlend 


thee the means, he will not ſave thee with- 
out. 


Secondly, God will not bate a farthing of the 2. Args. 
\ price he ſets thee at; whena Tradeſman hath 


once ſet his loweſt price, he will not $6 
lower. Now the uſe of the means, are Gods 
lowelt price, the Lord will not bate a farthing 
of that ; wherefore is a price put into the hand 
ofa fool? Pro.17.16. the means of grace are this 
price, and the price is in thy hands, when the 
Lord vouchſafes thee the means, hee'l not bate 


| theea farthing of this price. He ſets this price 


| 


| 


on his mercies and graces, thou muſt uſe all 
the means ; not as though grace might be 
valued; No, it excedeth all prices; or as though 
grace were not free , Yea, its free and withour 
price : its fit though that this price ſhould be 
ſet upon the alms, that the proud beggar 
ſhould chooſe to receive it ; if thou wilt not 


| give the price that God hath put into thy 


and, thou art worthy to miſle it, I will give 
ſo much , and labour ſo mach, and pray ſo 
much, and reform ſo mueHK. No, no; that will 
not do, Chriſt will have tother odd penny 
too, thy filthy ſpeaking muſt off, and thy baſe 
paſtions and old curſes muſt off, heel have thee 
foop to all his holy means ; wouldſt thou 
bave ic cheaper ? Mine own Children and 
Saints never had it cheaper. Not ALraham, 
Iſaac, nor facob, nor Paul ; they were fain to 
uſe all holy means , to abandon every luſt, to 
ſer up every dury , invocation in their families, 

F 4 meditation 
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meditation in their hearts, examination in 
their confciences, holy communication in 
mouthes, none of my $aints had it cheaper, 
And thou makeft a mock of them for prayin 
ſo much, and profeſſing ſo much, ſo Lon 


| hearing, and ſo much gadding after Sermons. 


&c. Well, well, le not bate thee one duty, nor 
one luſt, nor one carnal deſire, i'le have thee 
fet about all, or thou ſhall never have mercy, 
Yea, but I cannot find in my heart to put up 
this, nor to be abridged of this ; and ſhall r_ 
and thou part for one ſingle farthing ? Peri 

then, and go and thank thy will for it in Hell: 


God is reſolved upon this price, andthis is the | 


\ 


loweſt. 


, Thirdly, God will never be brought out of hu 


walk, thou canſt never look, that God ſhould come 
out of his walk to ſhew thee any mercy, or give 
thee any grace. Now the way wherein God 
walks 15 the means of grace and of ſalvation, 
There thou muſt look for God, or thou 
canſt have no hope for to find him. Suppoſe 
a poor petitioner ſhould come with his Peti- 
tion to the King, he can never look to have 
the King come down hither to Kochford to 


grant ic him , No, hee muſt go up to the | 


© King. The King is at Court at White-Hal, 


and there he may have him , if he will not go 
thither, he is wilful, and if his Petition be not 


Sranted he may thank his own will. $6 thos | 


canſt not look, to fetch God out of his own walk, 
th: 'means of grace and ſalvation , endeavour 
to obey him, prayings, cryings, ſeekings, &c. 
Theſe' and other means Salvation are 
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| his walk, theſe are the wayes wherein they 


muſt wait to find God, if they weuld have 
him, i» the way of thy judgements have we wait- 
ed for thee, Tſa. 26. 8. There the Godly wait for 
the Lord, in the way where his walk is ; be 
will not be Spoken with, but only there in his 
walk, If thou wilt not ſeek him there, thou 
mailt thank thine own will, if thou miſſeſt 


him ; ye that are negligent to hold out in 


Gods wayes, ye can never look to find 
mercy while ye live, Pray for mercy, and 
cry for mercy, and grone for _— ye muſt 
look to periſh withour it, if ye will not ſeek 


| it in his wayes; you'l ſeek him in ſome, but 


you will not ſeek him in all, aſſure your ſelves 
then you ſhall -;ſe of him, do you think the 
King will come to you , to grant your peti- 
tions ? you mult go up to him, and take him 
where hee is to be fooken with. God will not 
be Fpoken with but only in his wayes ; the Jewes 
recesved Sacraments enough, every meals meat 
is a new Sacrament in the Wilderneſle , af- 
terwards they prayed Prayers enough, butT 
will not hear you faies God; nere-.tell mee 
of your ſeeking for mercy , waſh you , make 


| you clean , put away from you the evill of your 


doing ; learn to do well ,, come now and lets rea- 
ſon together , if your ſins be as red as Scarlet, Ile 
whites them. Now heel be ſpoken with if 


' you will come hither ; What not erec& his fear 


upinthy Family ? not give over thy baſe car- 
nal comforts ? keep fuch diſorders under thy 
roof ? and in thy life ſwear ſtill ? and give 
place to the Devil ſtill ? curſed paſſions itill ? 
| | | _ mock 
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mock at my Children Kill ? Doſt thon walk in 
theſe wayes and hope to find God? No, as 

ood cut off a Doggs neck, as give him ſacrifice 
of Prayers, as long as you walk in your own 
wayes. Eſay 66. 3. You mult ſeek him in the 
wayes that he walksin, and'not chuſe your own 
wayes, hee*l never come out of his way for any 
of you all; what ſhall I do Lord ? ayes Sazl, 
he would fain have ſpoken with God there. 
No, no; $0 to Ananias, &C. if thou wilt not 
ſeek him in his way, thou art well ſerved if thou 
miſlſeſt him. 


I beſeech you conſider this point, you can ne- | 


ver look to be ſaved, except you'l fer your ſelves 


to do what you may, and uſe all thoſe means | 


that you miay , for though the uſe of the means 
does notfave you, yet they arethe way , though 
not cauſa regnands, yet via regni, and if you 
will not conſtantly uſe them, you can never have 
his Kingdom. 


Reaſons of it. 
Firſt, becauſe Heaven is an end,and an end can 
never be gotten without means, the endis eter- 


nal life. Rom 6. 22. eternal life is an end, and | 


rherefore except the means be all uſed, you can 
never attain it. 

Secondly, God hath annexed it to the means , 
all Heaven and Earth can never ſeparate them 
either uſe all the means that God hath ap- 
pointed, or elſe he hath decreed it , ye ſhall 
never be ſaved. When he hath once appoin- 
ted cheſe and theſe ſhall be your means, theſe 


ſhall you uſe for it, ye ſhall never be ſaved 
without 
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without them. When God hath appointed 
their abiding 1n the Ship a means of their eſcape, 
you ſhall ſee what Paw! ſaies, Except theſe abide 
in the Ship, ye cannot be ſaved, At. 27. So tis 
for Heaven, except ye abide in the means, ye 
cannot be ſaved. 

Thirdly, Every ſoul maſt give an account be- 
fore God, how he hath uſed the means, Whe- 
ther he hath uſed them all yea or no. And 
according as the account is he can give, ſo 
ſhall his judgement be. God hath ſworn this, 
as I live faith the Lord : God hath pawn- 


| ed his own life upon this, that thus ir ſhall 


be. As 1 lwe ſaith the Lord , every knee ſhall 


. bow to me, and every tongue ſhall confeſſe to 


God : every one of us all ſhall give an account 
unto God, Rom. 14. 11, 12. every one of us,God 
will exempt none, we mult all be broughtto an 
account for theſe things : will not thy hearr 
bow to it ? AsT live faith the Lord, Tie make 
every knee bow to itt T'le make you bow or Ile 
break you for ever : as good do it as not, for ye 


ſhall give an account whether ye have done it. 


or no. 

Fourthly, beloved, God will not ſet up anc 
ther door into Heaven for any man in the World : 
either come in at this or you ſhall never come 


. [in. Heel never make another Bible: either be 


ruled by this or by none. Heel never chalk our 
another way : either go this way or chuſe, 
and periſh in thy wilfulneſs, . The drunkards 
way ſhall never be his way : the worlfdings way 
ſhall never be his, northe lazy Goſpellers his, 
nor the careleſſe profeſſors his, hee'l never 


C change 
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change waies, nor are my Waies your wayes, Eſay 
55.8. you mult amend your wates, er. 7. 3. and 
come unto his way, or ye ſhall never eſcape the 
evil to come: can there be any reaſonabler way 
than this ? | 

| Proofs. 


Firſt, Some of the means that God hath ap- 
pointed oy may do them without labour, you 
may do them with eaſe : do but ſay, Iwill, and 
it is done : What labourisit to ſay, company- 
keepers ſhall not ſit drinking in my houſe? 


There 11s never an Alehouſe in your Town, but. 


if they will, they may root out diſorders from 


their houſes : their own wils do deſtroy them. 


Its no labour in the world to do this, and will ye 


. not doit ? periſh then, and thank your own wils. 


Secondly, ſome of the means that God hath 


appointed, are eaſier than them, only that you | 


would give way to another to do them : may be 
the wife would have prayers in the Family if the 
husband would give way. The Miniſter would 
reach you, if you would give way. The Lord 
Jeſus might-work many things, in you, if you 
would give way : this is leſſe than to will. You 


that have good Wives, who would reform ſun- 


dry things, if you would give way , &c. I be- 
feech you apply it particularly to your ſelves, 

our ruin is wilful if ye yield not, and will not 

ive way. | | 
 Thirdly,Some of the means are yet eaſier, for 
ſome of the means of your are better for you 
even in your carnal and worldly reſpe&s. You'| 
lay, thar's the eaſieſt of all for a man to favour 
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himſelf, and his fleſh : As for example, there- 
forming of your gaming, dicing, carding in 
your Innes, your drunkenneſle and bezeling 
o're the pot; your pride, and your geygaws, 
and the like : would not this favour your purſes, 
and be more agreeable to = very carnal re- 
ſpeRs? and therefore you that do not reform 
theſe , you pluck wiltul perdition on your 
heads. 

Fourthly, ſome of the means of prace, its har- 
der to omit them than to uſe them : Many of 
you meet with more hardſhips in the omiſſion, 
than you could light upon in the praQtice of 
them : I need not inſtance the particulars, they 
are very familiar. 

Fifthly, ſome of the means of grace, be th 


hard,yet they are but hard : they are not impoſ- 


ſible for you to uſe. They will ask no more than 


alittle labour and diligence, and therefore 0- 


mitted only by reafon of wil-zots. 

Ihope by this time you ſee clearly the truth 
of this ground. If ye will not fer yourſelves to 
uſe the means of grace and ſalvation, when ye 
Ge, you muſt needs lay the blame on your wils : 
_ why will ye ſo ? Why will ye die ? O houſe of 
Iſrael. 

But notwithſtanding the evidence of this 
truth , The widows of the fleſh, which is enmity 
«gainſt God, fils carnal minds with many obje- 

ons againſt it : from all which I ſhall endea« 
your to vindicate it , by anſwering them allia 
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1 Object. FHe firſt objeRtion is drawn from thoſe Scriy- 

| tures which ſay they cannot. 

2 Objefl. From their own willingneſs, they would, 
butthey cannot. 

- 3 Objett.. Js from their own delires, they deſire to doit, 
but they are not able. | 

4 Objett. Jsfrom their reſolutions, they purpoſe, but 

whether they will or no, they are tain to break 

: . _ goo purpoſes. 

5 Objett. Isfrom. their good endeavours (as they ſay) 
they labour againſt their ſins, and yet they are 
tranſported into them, to ſwear before they are a- 
ware, to be overtaken in company, &c. 'We wlll 
anſwer them in order. 


I Objeft. Asto the firſt Objection from the Scriptar | 


anſwered 1: : 

—- yon which ſay they cannot, I anſwer : 1-208 
five can- | 

notsin . Jnaced the Scripture ſpeaks of five cannots. | 
Scripture Þ » 


I Cannot. Firſt, of a natural cannot : every man is born 
by nature under a canxot believe, and a cannot 
ſee God - But there is difference between thy 
cannot repent., and 'thy doeſt not repent: 
there 1s. difference betwixt theſe two. The 
cauſe of thy cannot is one thing, and the cauſe 
of thy doe3+ not is another. The cauſe of thy cas- 
»ot isthe carnalnefle of nature : but the cauſe of 
thy doeſt not, is the wilfulneſs of thy will. The 
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 


of Cea, for they are fooliſhueſſe to him: : neither in- | 


deed canhe, tor they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 
1 Cor, 
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ferent - cauſe of a natural mans cannot, and his 
does nos : when he ſpeaks of his cannot , he 
tels us the cauſe of- that is becauſe grace is 
ſpiritual and he is carnal, Neither indeed 
can he , becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned : 
but when he-ſpeaks of his dees nor, you lee he 
alleges a different cauſe of his does not, The 
natural man does not receive the things of the 
Spirit of God, they are fooliſhneſle unto him : 
He counts them all tooliſh : He is ſo w4/f,l in his 
own carnal reaſon, that he counts it folly to 
deny it: thou canſt not do thus and thus doſt 
thou ſay? Why then wilt thou count it folly 
todo ſo ? when a man croſles thee of thy will, 
thou count'ſt it but folly to pur itup : I were a 


| fool if I ſhould be ſo preciſe as ſome be: I 
|| were a fool if I ſhould not ſuffer a little diſ- 


order in my houſe, as long as I gain by it. 
This is meer wilfalneſſe : this, and not a canxet, 
is a cauſe of thy doeft ot. Thou canſt not in- 


' deed becauſe thou art carnal, but thy cannot 


is dead and not operative : thy will is the cauſe 


' of thy does not : Like the wilfal blind man, 


He was blind and would not open his eye- 
lids. He could not fee, but his cannot lay dead, 
for he would not open his eye-lids -fi Cane 
wot is not operative till he will open his eyE- 
lids. Tf he could ſee, yet he could not till he 
would open his eye-lids: ſo thou wilt not open 
thine eye-lids. t 

- Secondly, the Scripture ſpeaks of a delibe- 
rate cannot , when a man cannot do a thing, 
oily becanſe he. cannot findin his heart = - Ie. 
lp OuUu' 


| x Core 2. 14. Where the Apoſtle makes a dif- x. 
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Thou canſt not repent of this and that fin, 
and forſake it, the truth is , thy cannotis this, 
thou canſt not find in thy heart to forgo it. Such 
a courſe is profitable and pleaſing to thy 


fleſh, thou canſ nor find in thy heart t9-4- 


bandon it, thou 'canſt not find in thy heart 
ro be friends with ſuch a one ; to part with 
thy vanities, or to abridge thy ſelf of thine 
angry ſpeeches when thou art ſtirr'd, &c. Thou 
canſt not find in thy heart to do it. As the 
7ewes, you cannot believe, ſayes Chriſt, becauſe 
ge ſeek, honour one of another, Joh 5. 44. they 
would fain be well thought of, of all their 

uaintance, and therefore they could »«: 
find in their heart to believe in Chriſt. Oh that 
would make them to be out of favour with 
the Phariſees, and to be counted baſely of in 
the World ; Therefore they could not find in 
their heart to believe; new this is noexcuſe, 
thou canſt not turn unto God, thou canſt not, 
find in thy heartto part with thy luſts, this is thy 
cannot. 

Thirdly, the Scripture ſpeaks of a juds- 
cial cannot, as a Rogue cannot go, becauſe 
for his /cytering the Adagiftrate hath lockt him 
#* the ftocks;, This does not excuſe thee one jot, 
ſhall the villain be wilful in his loytering, 
aftd then complain of the Magiſtrate that 
he is not able to go about his work ? I can- 
not go about my work ſayes he; and who 
bad him be ſo idle as not to go aboutit, when 
he might? Thou haſt gone on, may be, wil- 


fully in thy fins, and now the Lord hath 5n-- 


cafſt | 


fiified 4 judicial cannot upon thee. Thow | 


i 
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canſt not come out of thy ſins, nay, the Lord 
hath caſt this cazot upon thee in judgement , 
he hath ſet thee in the ſtocks for thy wilful ſe- 
curity. As the wicked 7ews,they could not be- 
lieve,fates the Jet, berauſe 1/aiab faith, He 
bath blinded their cye5,and hardned their hearts, 


Joh. 12, 39, 40. Could they excuſe themſelves 


| 


inthe ſtocks for rheir wiltulneſs and fecurity. 
They could not believe, for they had wiſfully 
provoked the Lord co caſt this cannot upon 
them in judgement. 


pounded cannot. A cannot in ſenſu compoſutoas 


' we call it;za cannot in a compounded ſenſe. As 


| a Drunkard cannot tender his Family, his poor 
wife and children. No, as long as he lies blow- 
ing on the Ale-bench he cannot, in a com- , 


is, as long as he is ſitting 
Chrift ſaith of a carnal man, he cannot be my 
Diſciple + he cannot ina compounded lenſe. 
He that commeth to me,and hates not father and 
mther, and.Wwife, and children, yea and his own 
life, cannot be my Diſciple,Luke 14. 26.he can- 
[not indeed as long as he ſtands upon theſe 
terms, My father will not love me, and my 
nother will not like me, if I ſhould be one of 
jour Diſciples; my friends would not own 
be: I muſt do asI do, orl cannot keep my 
wife and children. Indeed as long as thom 


Indi on theſe terms thou canſt not be a Diſ- 


on 


fple of Chriſt ; chou canſt not in 4 compown- 
_ *$ . G ard 


for their cannot ? No, the Lord had ferthem 


Fourthly, the Scripture ſpeaks of a com-= 4Cannot 


15U ſenſe he cannot. 4riſtotle ſets it out Impeſſibile 


| IP-eE eft ſeden- 
fitting ; he chat rn, hea walk, that Woe. 
e cannoct walk. AsS,,,, - 
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Note. 


prayers hard, and our repentings hard,our be- 
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ded ſenſe; but if thou wouldft divide it thou 
might'it ; 0 Man can ſerve two Maſters Mat. 
6.4. Mark, compound them together, jand he 
cannot. Bur if he would give over one, he 
might ſerve the other.Thou canſt not thou 
faieſt. No ; I yeeld thee in a compounded ſenſe 
thou canſtnot,thou canſtnor aslons as thou art 
thus carelefle as thou art, as longs as thou fa. 
voureſt thy ſelf in fuch and ſuch luſts , thon 
canſt not. The compounding of thy ſecurity 
and lazinefle with Religion, that isthe reaſon 
why thou canſt not, Bis isit that makes our 


lievings. and all our performaaces hard, be- 
cauſe we would fain be compounding. We 
have much ado to Pray, our hearts can hard- 


ly be brought to wraſtle,much ado to be hum. | 
bled, our wils will hardly ſtoop; if it were not 
for theſe compounaings theſe dxties were eaſie. | 


And what excule hait chou hence ? none atall: 
for its a cannot only in the. compounded ſenſe 
that thou makelt it. | 


forceth him to be ſo much the more careful to 


"_ 
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5Cannt . Filthly, the Scripture ſpeaks of a humbling w. 
cannot, a cannot not to bolſter thee up inthy ..- 
excuſes, bur onlyto humble thee, that thoy | | 
maiſt be driven out of thy ſelf unto God. A |ax, 
ſervant cannot live-exceptit .be his Maſters | pal 
pleaſure to take pitty on him ; Is this any pre- | 
rence to him tojanger his Maſter ? or. to be neg- | bay 
ligent of his Maſters commands? nay, rarher it | thy 


obey'him, and to be humble before him.$o the 


Sertpture ſaies, thatthou canſt not withouthls 
God, except God ſhew mercy onthee, to cons|iny 
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u | yert thee and fave thee, thou canſt nothe ac- 
it. } cepted of him. A// this is to humble thee, ot to 
ie | bel p thee with excuſes. Tuſh I cannot do as 
ie | his Miniſters do bid me,] cannot mortifietheſe 
Vu | fins, I cannot be ſo ſtrict, thisis roo much pre- 
iſe | ciſeneſſe you ſpeak of. O murmar not this cam 
It | not 7s only to humble thee; murmur not among 
a= | your ſelves. No man can come to me except the 
on | Father draw him, 70h.6,4.3,44.This is no rea= 
ty | ſon why thou ſhould*t murmur or cavil, or be 
0 | (tubborn as thou art, thou canſt nor come ar 
ur} Chriſt except the father take pitry on thee to 
Ce-| draw thee. Thou haſt fo much the more res« 
de- | ſori to be humbled, and not to SO on wiftingly 
and wifully as thou doelt. Canſt thon not be 
rd- | holy, and ſaved, except he be ples ſ:d t> pitty 
M- | thee? in what a woful caſe then art thou to 


—z 
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adt | provoke him as thou doit ? So much ſhall ſus | 
ſe. | tice for thy firſt ObjeRtion, drawn our oighe * 
all: | Scripture. a 
nle} The ſecond thing thou objefteſt ts thy willing- ® 

. | ſs; thou wouldſt,as thou pretendeſt, but thox 

if | cauſ[t not. _ F 

thy j - fra thee for this. : 4 0bjeft: 
200 | + Firſt, may be its the will of thy conſcience, anſwered 
A | and not the will of thy heart; thy heart is car- 

ters | nal and unacquainted with God, and fo its 

re- | contented to be, only thy confſctence wonld 

eg* | tave thee grow better and more heavenly; but 

rl l thy heart will not yield , and therefore al thy 

| [0] villings are nothing bur deludings , mee 

thelealy the witlinps of conſcience and not ofthy 


ou þ| fart, Thou art chafing and Teting Te 
one; thy) conſcience tels thee thou ſhorldf 
vert]102 © 2 2+ frots 
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not,thou art praying carnally every day; when 
thou haſt done, conſcience fates thou ſhoulſt 
pray holier than ſo, conſcience would,but thou f 
wilt not, conſcience would have thee get aſſu« | 7 
rance for Heaven, but thou wilt not be atthe | 
pains. Alas, this makes thee inexcuſable, for 
now thou condemneſt thy ſelf, and yet wilt 
fin; thou art inexcuſable O man whoſoever 
thou art that judgeſt, for wherein thon judgeſt | 
another, thou condemneſt thy fe : Rom. 2.11, 
mark, wben a man condemneth himſelf he is 

inexcuſable. (1 do not now quote it for the 
particular the Apoſtle does inſtance there for 
judging another, for the truth is the ſame, 
whatſoever {in we do inſtance in, the truth is 
Note. this, that Pax! grounds his ſpeech on. He 
that condemneth himſelf in a fin, and yet will 
g00n init, that man is inexcuſable. What 
now. haſt chou [gotten by thy plea ? thou 
ms, thou ſaieſt ; this makes thy fin to be 
® worlſe,in that thy conſcience would, and yet 

for all thatthou wilt not. | 
Secondly, may be itsa copulative will, thou 
haſt a will to repent and be godly, but itis 
with a complative will. Repentance and ſome 
—_ and ſome luſt ; thou would(l fain 
a e the Lord and thine own luſt too, bere- 
igtous andproud too, believe in Chriſt and|* 
covet too, and be vain too, &c. Thou haſt a 
will, but it isa copulative will, to ferve God| 99 
and do this too ; Piſh, cannot I ſerve God and} 
do this too? No, no; this ſame copulative 
4; will is a flat contraQtion. Couple light and]! 
' darkneſs? Chriſt and Belial ? 2 Cor. 6. 15.Itsa[&0 
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contradiction to imagin to couple them, for 
they cannot poſlibly be coupled. And there- 
for this ſame copulative will is nothing but 
a mockery, and che truth {till is this,thou wilt 
not * 

Thirdly, May be thou haſt a woulding will, 
this is no will, but onely a velleity; ſo thou 
| haſta woulding will. 1 would do as well as a- 
ny other, but I cannot, to ſpeak properly,this 


'| s no will , for its onely that will wherewith 


fools will things impoſſible; I would I were at 
London, with a wiſh ſaies he ; I wouldI could 
fly as well as an Eagle. Theſe things are im- 
_ and therefore its no will, but meer 
ly ; thus may be thou willeſt , I would 
with all my heart T could do as God faies,God 
| knowes my heart, my will is g00d, I would be 
betterthan Iam;And yet thy Conſcience can 
cal for ſomething or other to be mended, and 
thou wilt not. This is an impoſſibility, and 
therefore no will , like the Fool that would 
fitin his Chair, I and wouldI were at Londoy, 
he would fain be at Londoz and fit ſtill. So 
thou fitteſt at the ſame paſſe, I would I were in 
Chriſt; thou wouldeſt fain be in Chriſt, and 
yet thou art loth to ſtir out of that baſe rem- 
per thou art in. This is an impoſlibility, a 
dlly and no will , woulding and no willing, I 

t the Saints of God have their wo:1Jd&ings. 

and their would does go futher than their will , 
their will is abſolutely ſet to be holy, and they 
yould be holy. Their will is deeply to be hum- 


bled;and they would be deeper ; their would is 
grounded on a wil,they will in ſome meaſure & 
: | G 3; - they 
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Nate, 


When 
carnul 


mencan "Thus thy will is good to a company of meta- 


cilcover 
no other 
' blemiſh 
in che 
Samts, 


then they rhis aud that Commanaement thou wilt not ob- 


charge 
them 
with 


hypocrifie iu meetings that thou ſhouldtt , thou haſt a 
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they would go further. I will, Oh that T could 
will more. But thou thar lieſt in thy ſinful e- 


ſtare, thy would 15 pare folly. A would, groun- | a 


ded upon a will net, is foppiſh , the Saints 
world is grounded upon a will , but thine,the rot 
at bottom us this, thou wilt net. 

Fourthly, may be thou haſt a general meta. 
phyſical will, but to come to particalars,there 
thor: wilt not. TI hate the Saints of God? God | 
{orbid ? Ile never hate them while TI live ; and 
ve: come to this Saint, and that Saint, himz thog 
wil: hate, him ? Neis the verieſt hypocrite in 
the Counirey , and keeps more ado than needs. 


phyſical <aiFpo.che clouds; but thoſe that are 

Gods $:intsW particular, thou mockeſt. Tbe | 
ſtubborn again{t the Commandements of God? | 
I will not be {1bborn againſt them, yea, - but | 


erve. Thou wilt not think beſt of them of 
whom thou thouldit, nor take up that carriage 


900d will to the Commandements in afflicti- 
on,” but thy will ftands againſt the particulars 
of them. Generals are but Notions, when 
they are abltracted from the particulars. And 


therefore thy will is buta Notion; the will | 
when it willeth indeed, willeth TOS, 
1 


rhis particular dury, this particular Ordinance. 
Indeed good,in the general ,isthe obje& of the 
will,but when the will comes to will in the ex- 
erciſe of-1t, it pitcheth on particulars. - - 
Fifthly, thou haſt no true will, FT ſpeak ſtill 


to the carnal, I faythou haſt no true will, | 
| becauſe | 


th 
dt 


e.4 
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becauſe if thou truly Jidſt will, thog conldſt , if 
thou didlt truly will to believe, and will to be 
| a new creature thou couldſt; for the will it 
hath potentiz execativam,ſo far as it Will,C>c. 
It hath an executing power . to by lo fare 
as it wills, if thou didl{t truly and really will 
to ſpeak holily , thy will would make rhy 
tongue to put in execution. If thou hadſt a wil, 
| thy will would command execution,my 00:0 
frall ſpeak the praiſe off the Lord, ſaies David, 
P(al.119.171, 172. my ſorl it ſhall praiſe thee, 
verſ. 175. Igrant the woulding of the will 
goes further than all execution can go, to will 
# preſent With me,bat how to perform that which 
# good, I find not, Rom.7. 18. 1 quote this place 
the rather, becauſe many wreſt it to their own 


k deſtruttion, Oh ſaies a wicked man , T have a 
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pood will, I would as Pazl faies, bt I carnot 
perform, thus men miſ-interpret this place; 


for the will hath potentiam executricem and an 
imperative force over the man. What he did 
will, hedid perform, ke performed it in hs 
beart, and tongwe, and hand, &c. but he would 
draw his will forwarder than it was, bur he 
could not, his very will was partly unwilling, 


| he coald not indeed perform ſo much as he 


ſo ſtronsly as be would. His will was not 
effe&ly fanRified , no Saint in this World 
Koch any perfe&t compleatneſſe of will , and 


T2 that is, he could not draw on his will 


therfore his performance is not perfe&, becauſe 
his will is not perfet. I ſay if thy will be 
- 6nvyerted to God, thou thy ſelf art conver- 
, G 4 ted 


tor look how far Paul would, he corld perform, 
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tedto God, obedience ever goes as far as the 
will. And therefore if thou art willing, its cers 
rain thoy art obedient, if ye be willing and 0- 
bedient, ſaies the Text, 1/a. 1. 19. whoſoever 
is willing to obey, that man does obey in ſome 


meaſure, becauſe the will hath power of execu« 


tion, and the whole man at command. This is 
the reaſon why Divizes ſay,rhat the ſincerity of 
the will is the condition of the Goſpel,wherfore if 


thou beelt not obedierds, neither art thou wil- | 
ling to obey ; all the powegs of thy ſoul, and 


all the members of thy bodyithy will hath an 
attus imperativus to command them. Now if 
thy will will not command them to yield,thou 
art not ſo much as willing at all. If a Juſtice 
of peace ſhould tell me , he would give me a 
warrant, and yet when all comes to all, he will 
not command his Clerk to write it, nor his 
own hand for to pen it, I ſee plainly he will 
not. Doſt thou ſay, I would obey Chriſt, andI 
would deny my ſelf, why then doſt thou not 
command thy Clerk to write it? If thy will 
will not command tongue, Tongue thou ſhalt 
never talk ſo unprofitably as thou haſt done, 
and Ear thou ſhalt never hearken after vanity 


as thou haſt done , and thoughts, Thoughts ye ' 
. ſhall never run at rovers as ye have done. If 
your will were but willing it would command 
your whole ſoul, Soxl thoy ſhalt not do as thou © 


haſt done : as Davids will commanded his ſoul, 
O ”) ſoul bleſs the Lord, and forget thou not all 
bu benefits, Pſa.103.2. Nay, he commanded all 
that was in him, all that is in me bleſs his holy 
Name,verl.1.Soif thou wert willing, thy will 

| | would 
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would command all thy ſoul ; ſoul thou ſhalt 
not be ſo ſeldom at the throne of grace as thou 
art, &c. Thus much of theſecond objection 
drawn from the will. 


Objettion the thirg. 
But thou deſireſt to doit , andtherefore thog 
| doſt not ſtick, at a will not. 


I anſwer thee, who can tell beſt what is in 
thee, God or thine own — the Lord 
that did make it is likelieſt to know beſt. Now 
the Lord faies > rs, , thou defireſt not 
grace ; yea, and thy beart faies ſo too, andthe 
Lord hears it,though thou heareſt it not ; they 
ſaid unto God depart from us, we deſere not the 
knowleage of thy wayes, Job 21.14. Neverthe-, 
leſs, becauſe thou ſtandeſt ſo ſtoutly upon it, 
that thou doſt deſire grace, Te tell thee the 
reaſon of thy miſtake. 


Firſt, thou haſt putative or thinkins defires, - 
thou thinkeſt thou defireſt, and therefore thou 


art miſtaken , like Sexeca's young ſchollar,that 
ſaid, he defired to be good. I do not ſay, faith 
be,he lies, but pxtat ſe cupere,He thinks that he 


| deſires; ſo thou ſaieſt thou deſireſt, I will not 


ſay thou lyeſt. bur thou thinkeſt thou doſt ſo, 
now alas thy thoughts are the vaineſt —_ in 
the World. How long ſpall vain thoughts lodge 
within thee ? Fer. 4. 14. thy thoughts are very 
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anſwered 


van, there is no truſting in them, Naamas 2*King. 5. 


nought, Tthought, ſaith he, but how wide 3'- 
his t __ was the ſtory declares. Hamman Eſter 6.6. 
I 


thought, he thonght in his heart, ſaies the Text; 


buc 
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but theſe thoughts came to nothing but a Gal- 
lows and a Halter. I5ibeos thought , but 
you know what bis thougats did come unto , 
it fell fowl on his own head ;, nothing is more 
vainthan the thoughts of carnal mens hearts, 
ſo thou thinkeſt thou ae fireſt, alas thy thought i 
but vanity. 

Secondly, thou haſt :gnoranr deſires , thou 
do!t deſire te be one of Gods Saints, thou de- 
fireſt it ignorantly; for when thou comelt to 
ſee who the Saints be, namely, fuch and ſuch 
whom thou conceivelt to be {trange people 


and Puritans , then thou haſt no detire to be | 
one. Thou defireſt to go after Chriſt, thou doſt 


igncrantly defire it, for when thou ſeeſt thou 
muſt take up his Croſs, then thou haſt no deſere 
thereunto, as the Prophet ſpeaks of Chriſt 
in the perſon of the wicked, when we ſhall 
ſee him, there 15 uo beauty that we ſhould deſire 
kim, Eſay 53.2. thou defireſt with' ignorant 
deſire betore thou ſeeſt who he is; but when 
thou ſ{eeſt who he is, thou doſt not defire him: 
Thou defireſt his grace, thou defrreſt to believe 


and repent, and to pxt up injuries, thele are: 


ignorant deſires before thou ſeeſt what they 
be ; but when thou ſeeſt what they be, what 
the 7zjary 1sthat thou ſhonldſt put up, then 
thou dot not de/;re to put it up ; what the /# 
1s that thou ſhould leave, then thou doſt mr 
acfire for Ot leaveit; when thou ſeeſt them, 
then thou doſt not defire them. When we 
ſhall ſee him, there is no beauty that we ſhould 
ae fire bing. 


Thirdly, thou haſt wandering deſires. Oh | 


ſaith 


| s the fog 
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faith one, you have a happy turn, you have 

ood Preaching , and good means to be god- 
ly,and be edifed. I deſire to be ſo; bur alas 
our Miniſter does not Preach, and we have a 
damb dog ;, andIamin a very wicked place, 
If Iwere as you are, I ſhould count my ſelf 
happy. God knows, I defire heartily the edi- 
fication. of my ſoul; thus thy deſires wander 
after other mens caſes ;, and thou wilt not ſtir out 
for thine own. How doſt thou deſire to be edi- 
fied, when thou wilt not ſtir out two or three 
miles to be edified 2 Thy deſires are like wan- 


- dering vagrants,that will be every where wan- 
| dering, bur only there where they ſhould be. 


So thy deſires go roving up and down,and you 
are happy, and he is happy, -and thou artun- 
willing in the mean time to labour, where and 
how God hath appointed thee. Theſe are 
none but gadding, wandering deſires ; better 
ht of the eyes than the wandring of the 
& fire, Eccl.6. 9. thy deſires wander abroad to 


: | aroming company of wes, but thou wilt not 


obſerve rhat which God gives thee to ſee; thus 


-| much of the third Objection, drawn fromde- 


ire, 


The fourth Objefion. 
T hoy reſolve$t and haſt good purpoſes, but oh 
thou canſt not perform them. 


I anſwer thee, do but conſider what thy 
purpoſe is, and thou ſhalt ſee how thon arc 


| cozened; theſe purpoſes thou ſpeak'ſt of are 
[only volantates de futuro. I will hereafter look, 


to 
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to it better than I have done heretofore. Hereafter 
IT wil, ] ſuppoſe, that is hereafter I will , alas, 
this will for hereafter z no will. 

Firſt, becauſe its only to ſhuffle off the wil- 
ling for the preſent.Now the heart is unwilling 
to obey , and therefore it puts off the com- 
mandment to hereafter, not for any ſuch de- 
fire that it hath to do it hereafter, but only be- 
cauſe it is unwilling to do it for the preſent. 
Like a man that is unwilling to lend, I'le lend 
you hereafrer, ſayes he, Say not unto thy neigh- 
bear, 90 and come again, and to morrow 1 will 


give thee, when thog haſt it by thee, Prov. 3. 28. 


is purpoſe to lend him to morrow, was only 
becauſe he would ſhufMle off the lending to 
day. And therefore this purpoſe of nillag 
hereafter, is no will at all, but only to ſhuffle 
off the willing for the preſent. Thou haſt the 
opportnaity by thee, why doſt thou not take 


it ?thou haſt the temptation by thee, why doſt | 


thou not reſiſt it ? doſt thou ſay thou haſt a will 
for hereafter ? that is bur a gull, that thou 
may'it not will for the preſent. 

. Secondly, this will for hereafter is no will, 
becauſe it goes without Gods, no will can go 


without God. Gods will is now, he would have | 


thee now, and thou wilt not, thou wile here- 
after; but then may be he will not. He that will 
not when he may, when he would he ſhall have 
rhy; afterwards when thou wouldſt fain be 
converted, and pardoned, &c. Lord open to 
me, nay, but O man, when I would, thou 
would'it not; now thou wouldft, but will nor, 
thy will is for hereafter goes, without Gods, 


and therefore *cisno w.il, Thirdly | 
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Thirdly,thy will for hereafteris no will, be- 
cauſe thou ſhalt miſſe thoſe ſuppoſitions that 
thou willeſt upon. 

Firſt, thou ſuppoſeſt thou ſhalt have fewer 
temptations hereafter. O when theſe troubleg 
are Fver,and theſe remptations are over,I will, 
nay, but O man, when theſe are all over, new 
ones wi!} come. And ifthe temptations for the 
preienc be a hindrance, ſome'temptation or 0- 
ther as bad rhou ſhalt meet with, that ſhall 
hinder thee hereafter much more , and there- 
fore this luppoſition 1s falle. 

Secondly, thou ſuppoſeſt thou ſhalt be fitter 
hereafter ; but, q#i non ef hodie cras minus 
aptus erit, if thou beeſt not fit now, much leſſe 
wilt thou be afterwards ; thov'lt be unfirter 
and unfitter, like meat, the longer it is kept, 
the unkitter*tis to be eaten, and therefore this 
ſuppoſition is falſe too. 

Fourthly, thy will for hereafter is no will, but 
a mockery. Antigonys,$ 99%», Antigonus, I 
Will give, this 1s not good in mens Laws, much- 
lefle in Gods. Dabo,I will give ; this is no gift, 
laies the Law. So reſipiſcam, I will repent, this 
is no repentance, faies God. Thus you ſee this 
ObjeQion is nothing,never tell me of thy pur- 
poſes, thy purpoſes are willings for hereafter, 
and they are no wils at all. 


T he fifth Objeftion. 


$ 0bjef. 
'T hoy endeavonreſt and laboureſt toſerve God, anſwered 


and to be ſaved. 


Janſwer thee,Alas, 1s this to labonr for grace, 
an 


. 
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and for Heaven,when thou laboureſt ſs idlely 1g 
God ſaid of that faſting ; ſo may Ifay of thy 
labour, Is this the faſt that T bave choſen ? to 
afflitt a mans ſelf for a day ? So, is this the la- 
bour that TI have choſen ? To labour ſo as thou 
Jaboureſt ? but I need not to inſiſt on thisÞlea, 
thy conſcience is able to anſwer it. Thou la- 
bour ? thy conſcience knows well enough thoy 
art lazy, thou doſt not labour for holineſſe, 
ſo then thy impenitency ws wilful, and thy dam- 
nation wilful, and thy ryine wilful. 

To concude then, underſtand all you that 
will not hear and obey. 

Firſt, that your deſtru&ton is ſrom ſelf, you 
cannot caſt it upon God; he offers you the 
means to eſcape it, and you will not, Hoſ.13.9. 

Secondly, your deſtrattion is moſt juſt, you 


cannot allege ſeverity and cruelty ; no ; your 


ſelves are cruel ones. You judge your own 
ſelves unto Hell. The Lord vid the Goſpel 
of grace upon you,8& you put it off, AR.13.46, 

Thirdly, your deſtru{tion ts inexcuſable,you 
having nothiug to excuſe you: God hath taken 
away all clokes of excules, he hath offered you 
ſaving knowleage, and you would not, a C brit, 
and ye would not: good motions, counſels, threat: 
nings, and you would not. Your monthes are 
quite ſtopped when you periſh, Marth. 22.12. 


Fourthly, your deſtruttion is unavoidable , 


if you would have relented and yielded, there 
might have been hope, but yon would. nor. 
You have hardned your necks, and what's that 


but a will xor ? Therefore you ſhall be deftroyed 
without remedy Prov.ag. I, | 


Fifth- | 


| but I would not. 
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Fiſthly, your deftrution is pittileſſe ; what 
eye can pitty you ? Will will have will, though 
Will will have woe, as we ſay, not God, nor 
Angels, nor Saints, no eye can pitty you. If 
the thief will ſteal, and will to the Gallows,let 
him go : he is no object of pitty : as we fay of 
a wiltul man, no tale can tune. him to rake 
heed, fo no means can tune you to take heed . 
and therefore when you rue it, you cannor be 
pittied. | 

Sixthly, your deſtruttion i grievons ;, of all 
plagues, none will fret more than thofe which 
one hath wtiltully pull'd on himſeif. You'l one 
day gnaſh your own teeth,cxrſe your own Wils, 
ban your own hearts; . woe 1s me, I am under 
therod, and my ſelf gathered it ; in He/, and 
my ſelf kindled it. T might have prevented it, 


Now follows the Application. 


03 


\ Learn inſtruction then, leſt ye periſh wil-7//7 x. * 


fully ; reform as much as you may, down 


with all your diſorders, {tumbling blocks of 
iquitics, and all the Tdols of your bearts , and 
alt them into the brook Kidron, Setup good 


. | courſes as much as you may, uſe all the means 


to jalvation as humbly as you may, let not 
any Family be without rhe due worſhip of 
Godin it. Fathers, ſuffer not fin on your chil- 


|{en, nor Maſters on your ſervants , lie not, 
ſwear not, covet not, omit not the exerciſes 


of:hope, leſt yee juſtly, inexcuſably, una- 


- [oydably, pittileſly periſh,and ſo reproach your 


n Wills for ever in Tophet ,, as David then 
| - _ ſaid 
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astother, Bur thou pircheſt all thy humilia- Fn 


faid unto Salomon, after he had ſet him bufi. 
nefles to do,ariſe therefore aud be doing, and the. | p 
Lord be with thee,laies he,1 Chroy. 22.16.S01 | c 
may ſay to you, Ariſe and bedoing ; up, ſer a- | y 
bout it, uſe no excuſes, humble your ſelves be- | 7 
fore God, ſee your miſery and bewail it, and | n 
the Lord be with you. | b 
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Ut may be you will ſay, this DoQrine is | fal 
Buaginis m,or Armemaniſm atleal}.Nay | fir 
then, let me tell you, *tis Armizianiſm to hold | by 
the contrary. You make y{u wils to be your | tio 
own, & free for to will, that = your will isto | qui 
repent, but you cannot. Andif Ged ſhould | ori 
Sn you a poſſe, ye profeſs your ſelves to be of | ble 
the Pelagian Hereſie , if God ſhould give you; | tra; 
a power you would add the will. To paſle 0- |buc 
ver this, and fo to go on. for 

Except the belief of this truth do ſink into | 51. 
thy heart, thou canſt never ſoundly be hum- 
bled, if thou ſhouldſt ſay, Lord, 1 would fain |cuſc 
have repented all this while , but 1 could nor, '|tur 
thou never ſoundly wert humbled: a manis | N 
never humbled as jong as he excuſes himſelf: jor 
thou ſayeit I would be holier, I would pray 
better, and I would reform more, but I can- 
not ; this is to fall tro excuſes, and nor to be jnou 
humbled : For, | - pad 

Firſt, thou excuſeſt thy ſelf for all tranſgreF Þou 
ſions beſides original. A man muſt be hum- ave 
bled for his aRual ſins as well as original; and Fic 
count himſelf inexcuſable for one as well Þo 


E 
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the groſſeſt Self-mmurder: 3g 

tion upon thy Apoſtacy in Adam, if now thou 
pleadeſt a cannot. Lord, I confeſſe I was 
conceived in fin, but now T cannot do 
withall, 1 cannot do otherwiſe though 
I would never ſo fain. I cannot but drink 
now and then and be drunk, 1 cannot 
but rap outan Oath now and then in my haſte, 
&c. Iconfeſs I brought this cannot upon me 
in the loyns of Adam; but upon the ſuppo- 
s | fall of that, doeſt thou bid me give over my 
y | fins ? T cannot, this is nor to be humbled, 
> | but to fall to excuſes. Its true, actual corrup- 
r | tion which naturally flowes from original, re- 
0 | quires one and the ſelf ſame humiliation that 
d | original does.But otherwiſe thou muſt be hum- 
of |ble with a new humiliation for thine actual 
8 |tranſgreſſions, or, elſe thou art not humbled, 
o- | but pleadeſt excuſes. David humbles himſelf 
for both, with one humiliation for the one,P/[a. 
to: |5I. 5. with another for the other, v. 3. Butas 
n- 'flong as thou pleadeſt on this faſhion , thou ex- 
in {caſelt thy ſelf for thy actual fins, and never art 
It, lumbled, | 
is | Nay ſecondly thou excuſeſt thy ſelf for thy 2Exca/e 
f:- [original fin too. Lord, I would be withour {:n, 
ay but. T. cannot, T would if ] could ; belike then 
n-/|f it had been thy caſe as it was Adams, thou 
be |rouldſt not have eaten of the forbidden fruit. 

- And therefore it was his fault and not thine, 
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ef- ou wouldſt not have ſinned ifchou couldeſt 
m- ve otherwiſe chuſed. And therefore thou 
nd Ricuſeſt thy ſelf for that too, for thou ſayeſt 
elf tow wouldſt not have ſinned if thou :hadſt 
ia- Meh as he; he ſinned when he might have 


on | H otherwile 
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otherwiſe chuſed ; but rhou wouldſt not hays 
done ſo. Thus thou excuſeſt thy ſelf fox 
thine original fin too ; And therefore thoy |; 
canſt not be humbled, as long as thou pleadf [;, 
thus; the truth is,thou did(t willingly fin as well |, 
as Adam. God maae man upright, but they han 
ſought out many inventions. Ecclel. 7. 29. Ve |; 
ſpeaketh of Adams being upright ; God made 
Adam upright: he does not fay, but man hath | 
found out many inventions, as though it were 
bis fault alone that was created upright. Noy] 
God made man upright, but they, mark , he 
caſts. the blame upon every man as wel! as A. 
dam. But they have ſought out many invens |. 
tions. Thus we muſt be humbled for our orig, 
nal corruption: but thou canſt not be humbledas]6 
long as thou pleadſ{t on this manner:no,thou eta 
cuſeit thy ſelf, and therefore thou wert :neva;ſyer 
yet humbled: bf, 
Nay Thirdly, thou-excuſeſt thy ſelf for everlne 
3 Excuſery fin, thou makeſt all thy ſins to be nothinghy p 
bur infirmiries,as though Pax: caſe were thine3þs 
che good which I would do, that do Inot, anklyg 
the evill which I wouid not do, that do I. I& 
would be godlier than Tam, but I cannoti&y 
And therefore thou makeſt all thy fins wwe 
be 'infirmities. What is a fin of infirmioghye 
Sin of in. Þ2t a fin the will. proteſteth .againſt ? chollfihq 
firmicy. faieſt that thy will proteſteth againſt ever 
of ehy {ins , thou wouldſt leave them, bulhp, 
thou canſt not. See then how far thou att. 
from ſound Humiliation : thy preſumprtr p 
ou '{ins are all nothing with thee , th iubHer 
bornneſle nothing , and thy wilfulneſl OW 2, 
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thing, no all thy fins are Infirmities. Nay 
thou makeſt thy fins to be purely and only 
ifhrmities, invincible infirmities : invincible 
infirmities are the moſt excuſable of all. Now 
when thou ſaieſt thou ſtickeſt at a Cannot, thou 
makeſt thy fin, not only 1nfirmities , but alſo 
invincible infirmities , ſuch as thou carſt not 
pony avoid, thou wouldeſt' fain avoid them, 

t thou canſt not: and therefore if thou 


;[goeſt this way to work thou canſt never be 
©, | tumbled. 
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A+\|nore than God: nay if ever God ſhould inable 
el lthee and _ thee power to be a new creature, 
iu hou makeſt thy ſelf more beholding to thy 
WIRf chan to God. The will is more than the 
EebIgwer: the will to believe,and repent,and con- 
Valet, is more than the power: Atm ſecandin 

bf nobi/zor aw primo. To be ableto believe, 
Wild to be able ito repent, and become a new 
IngKteature, theſe are but firſta&s. If God would 
nefelp thee to theſe, thou faieſt thou wouldſt 
ankj cocher. Thou wouldſt believe and thou 
. Houldſt convert , and thou wouldſt be a 
w Creature : if God would give thee the 
1s Whwer , thou wouldſt add the at. And 
mifrefore thou commendeſt thy ſelf more than 
rhollſſ6d : for in moral.powers which have a further 
vMftrence! unto a&t , the a is more noble than 
 buYipower. - Thetruth is, the will is better than 
u Þ poyver of doing: and both is of God, 
"ug ſo the Apoſtle does ſhevy it, Its God that 
r tort 
not h w you both t 'X. 

11s 36s EY J H 2 deed, 


by 


Nay Fourthly , Thou commendeſt thy felf ,,Z xc»/s 
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deed, Phil. 1.13: Mark, thewill and the deed, |, 
Firſt the will, and then power to bring it into ſh; 
deed ; the will is the primary bleſling of God: [hy 
And this is the reaſon why a child of Godseſtate [thj 
is now better under Chriit, than it was beforein | 
innocency, for then he had ogly power if he| x; 
would; and now both the will and the deed. I|ye 
ſay this is the truth, the will is more than the|g, 
power ; &therſore thou wert never humbledin| th; 
thy ſelf, that pleadeſt, O I would, if I could;[ Go 
thou makeſt thy ſelf more beholding to ſelf than] je; 
to God, if God ſhould ever convert thee, and|jha 
therefore thou art yet not capable of converſion;|.” þ 
why.? thou art not yet humbled , but ſtandfſt at| gn 
proud terms with the Lord. - Tea 
Nay Fifthly, thou canſt not ſo much as praj|þle 
5Excnſc to God for awill, thou art fo proud, that thou $0c 
art conceired thou haſt that already. Thave8[yat 

S00d will to be good as any bodyelſe, but{[poy 

cannot poſſibly do asI would, fo. that all thy[ys 1 

prayers to God are a mockery. The godhſhut 

Apud Caſ- able {oul prayes as the antient Church whwor 
ſendram fed to pray ; Lord give me awill to be guiſeeit 
Domine duc zphich my will 5s ſet againſt. But thou canſt notſas t 
me quo ntfpray fo, thou art a richer Begger than ſo, fafſhe i 
JH thou haſt a goodwill already , thou thinkek(Goc 
A Man cannot pray fora thing the lack whereof F 

he is not ſenſible thereof: 7f any Man laithhs n 
Wiſdom , let hins ack, 3t of God, James 1. 5. | 

cannot pray for a thing if, he do not think 

that he lacks it: Nor x Inc for a will , folſcaſt« 

thou doeſt not think + that- thou lackeſt itho a 

. Nay if God ſhould convert thee thou canſilnin 

not give him thanks for converting thee : rs 


Note: 
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., [thy will needed none: may be thou wilt pray 
ed. [for poſlibilities till thou haſt them, and give 
a ſhim thanks for poſſibilities when thou haſt them; 
od. [bur thou canſt not pray for a will, for thou 
ae |thinkeſt thou haſt it; nor give him thanks for 
ell]thy will, for thatis thine own. So that thou 
be |xre deviliſhly proud, never humbled fince thou 
[|wert born. Nay thou art ſo proud thatall thy 
prayers are but mockeries, and thy giving of 
Linſ thanks is a mockery. How canſt thou look thar 
ld;| God ſhould convert thee, when as thy proud 
lar] heart tells God before hand, thou wouldf not 
and] thank him if,he ſhould ? SO 
0] Nay Sixthly, Thou caſteth all the blame up- 
t at = God; for i even juſt as if thou ſhouldſt iy. Exceſs 
Icannot help it if God be not pleaſed to ina- 
[ble me , how can I help it ? my will is as 
nol&ood as anothers, ſuch as are fo for- 
e8|ward and fo Heavenly , God -gives them the 
ut{ſpower ; but my will God knowes is as good Carnal 
thyſes theirs , I would fain do as well as the beſt, = po 
dy[but I cannot ; O if God would inable me , If.j,.. 4 
1 Ffwould. O Beloved, take heed of theſe con- caſt the 
rouſeeits,for ye caſt all the blame upon God; where-blame up- 
notſks the. blame is in your ſelves, ye would not 02 God. 
- e inabled. Ifay ye caſt all the blame upon 
c d. 
redlÞ "Firſt, Becauſe ye caſt the blame upon Nature, 
atits my Nature, and1 cannot : I would , but its 
Kelty Nature and 1 cannot. Thou layeſt the 
uitame upon thy Nature, and therefore thou 
fogaſteth the blame uponGod for not helping thee 
t ito a better Nature : it is God that juſtly deter- 
Wines Mens Natures, Ones Nature is more cho* 

| H 3 lerick 


I Demon. 


Of 


"2 


Jam. 1. 13. 


is jf thoy ſhouldit ſay, *cwas long of on 
| that 
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lerick, anothers more fearful, anothers more 
lazy , anothers more luſtful. Doſt thou lay 
the blame upon Nature, my Natute 1s mote 
ſubje& to Choler, and Wrath ? Alaſs, thou 
laieſt blame upon God. For its he that dif. 
poſeth of Mens Natures : and therefore thou 
rakeſt part with thoſe Wretches that ſaid, wh 
haſt thou made me thus ? Romans 9.20. Thou 
Jaieſt 'the blame upon God, I would not < 
thus, but onely *cis my Nature, and I car 
not help it. No. And wilt thou lay the 
blame upon God? No, no : This is thy Ne 
ture, and thou art contented with this na- 
ture | 


2Demen. Secondly, Thou doſt caſt the blame upon} 
Temptations, it is my hard hap to fall upon| 


Temptations. Twas tempred, or I would nat 
have done it: this is to caſt the blame upon Gol 
too, foritis his Providence to order temptati- 


ons. Such and ſuch temptations for one Man, | 
ſuch and ſuch for another , ſuch now and ſuch] 


then. Its the Providence of God that diſpor, 
ſeth which and which temptations every Man 
ſhall have, One ſhall have temptations'to. 
Pride , another temptations to Wrath , ano- 
ther to Reyenge, another to-Covetouſneſle, 
Its true : God tempteth no Man, but he orders 
the remptarions of men. . Let no Max ſay hes 
tempted of Gad, for God tempteth vo man. N60; 
every Man 1s tempted to finn by \his own 


lults. Thus thou wouldſt ſay if thou wert | 


humbled : bur thou layeſt the blame upon God: 
it was long of temptions that I did it, This 


Y 


1. Thirdly, becauſe thou layeſt the blame upon 3 Demos. 


: [on this Commandement , if it were any Com- 


the groſſeſs Self- murder. 
that I did it, becauſe 'twas Gods Providence 
pg theſe Temptations to be laid for 
thee 


OL 


the times , the times are very hard. 1 would 
not g01n this Faſhion, but onely that the times 
require1t. - I wpuld be more given to Faſting 
and repeating the Word, &c. I would wil- 
lngly be more forward than lam, bur the 
times are yery bad ; This 1s to lay the blame 
upon God, for God ſetteth, every Man his time. 
It I had been in Chriſts time, or Pazls time, or 
Queen Elizabeths time, I would have done 
thus and thus. Thou laieſtthe blame upon 
God,for God ſetteth every Man his time;When 
God from erernity made his common-place- 
Book of all the whole World , he appointed 
fuch and ſuch ro live firſt, fuch next, and ſuch 
laſt; Such and ſuch to live here, and ſuch 
there; Such at Rochford, and ſuch at London, 
ſo ſaies the Apoſtle , He hath made of one Blood 
all Nations of Men, to dwell on all the face of the 
Earth, and hath determined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of their habitations, A 
17. 26. Mark, he hath appointed the times, 
and the places. The times when ny ſhall 
live, and the places where. God ſetteth mens 
times ; and therefore thou which laieſt the 
\Y upon the times, laieſt the blame upon 
d. 
; Fourthly, becauſe thou laieſtthe blame up- 4, Demos. 


mandement but this, T would do it,” But this 
Lcannordo; if it were any other injury but. 
H 4 this 


92 


5 Demon, 


% 
W% 


Note. 
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this, any. diſgrace but this ] would willingly 
put icup , but I cannot put up this, if it were 
any duty bur this, 1 would da any thing but 
this, 'but to root out all Diſorders out of my 

Houſe, alasI cannot do this , 1 cannot live, as 
g00d keep no Inn at all,as not ſuffer men to call 
tor what they would, I cannot do this ; this is to 
caſt the blame upon God too, 'that he ſhould 
make ſuch a Commandement as this, he ſhould 


have done well to have made another Law, and | 


[ 


penned another Goſpel, and then I would have 
kept it : thou layeſt the blame upon God, for it 
is God that made all theſe Commandements, 
theſe are the Commandements of the Lord, 
Deuteronomy 6.1. T he Lord made all the Com- 
manadements., and this too, and therefore if thou 
lateſt the blame upon this, thou layeſt the blame 
upon God, -4 
Fifthly, becauſe thou lateſt the blame upon 
ill fortune or bad luck , It was my ill fortune 
to mary a Shrew, and] cannot bur fret and lie 
out of doors. Alas , Mariages are «made in 
' Heaven, and God hath decreed them ; thus thou 
laieſt the blame upon God : *twas my ill fortune 
to miſcarry, to light upon ſuch a Companion, 
£0 be ſo over-taken as I was, I would willingly 
have had it to; have been otherwiſe, but T had 
not the luck of it; andit fell out very unluckily; 
thus thou committeſt two evils , thou playeſt 
the Atheiſt in ſpeaking of fortune , like them 
in the Prophet that prepared a-zable for: fortune, 
as the word fignifies, Eſay.65.11., Ifay, thou 
commitreſt two evils, one in calling it For 


tune ; the other thou layeſt the blame _ 
| Go 


's 
} Þþ 
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God, for that which thou profanely calleſt Thar 
Fortune and luck , its dev x: na} Fepor wreges, Which 
ſayes AriFole, the very Heathen is able to tell _—_ 
itis; God, and the Scripture puts it for Gods Gods Pro- 
Providence ; and therefore when thou layelſt the vidence, 
blame upon ill Fortune, thou layeſt the blame 
upon God, ſo thathence we may ſee,that thou 
canſt never be humbled as long as thou plead- 
eſt on this wiſe before God. I wouldvery wil- 
ingly, but I cannot : I fay, thou canſt never be 
humbled, becauſe this is to lay-the blame up- 
on God. Indeed a Child .of God, that of un- 
willing is made willing , he may plead a cannot 
before Chriſt without laying the blame upon 
God. Lord, Tcannot humble my proud heart, 
nor crucifie this bewitchins luſt of mine, Lord 
lam not able to do it, I beſeech thee to help' 
me. Ifay a child of God that is fincerely wil- 
ling todo it, may plead a cannot before Chriſt ; 
nay- Chriſt , bis promiſe can no where be ap- 
plyed, but where the ſoul can truly plead a 
cannot. He giveth power to the faint,to him that | 
hath no might I will encreaſe ſtrength, Eſay 40. . - 
29,. When the Soul lies tugging and pulling » 
at his heart, and cannot pull it up, ſtriving _ 
endeavouring , and uſing all holy means and 
cannot, its even faint with pulling and tug- 
ging at that which it cannot. As we know twill 
make any' Man faint to be cogging at a Mil- 
ſone,which he cannot pull up. When the Soul 
lies thus at a cannot, I will, give power, ſayes 
Chriſt,though it have no ſtrength, 1 will enable 
it, a Child of God that is willing, may plead a 
gannet, without laying the blame upon God, -_ 
£ cnen 
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then be hambles his. ſoul for his former wilnots, 
nay for his too too many-will nots for the pre- 
ſeor.But thou canlt never be humbled while thou 
liveſt,if thou pleadefithus a cannot, becauſe thou 
layeſt the blame God. 

Nay Sixthly, thou can{tnot be humbled be. 
cauſe thou doit not only lay the blame up. 
on God for thy fins,  þut thou findeſt fault with 
all Gods proceedings, ic is asif thou ſhouldeſt 
fay, why does he bid me Repent, when he 


knowes I cannot ? why does he yet complain ? | 
Romans 9.19. he knowes I cannot; why does | 


be woo me to do that which I cannot ? or pro- 
miſe me bleflings if I do, when he knowes that 
Icannot ? why does he help me to more and 
more knowledge ? he does bur hurt me with 
knowledge , and make my ins to- be worſe, 
which 1 cannot forſake. My fins are now 


againſt knowledpe-,' and Miniſters.tell me that'| 
15 worſe; this is all that Tget by your preach» 


ing; nay thou findeſt fault with all Gods 
CorreQtion: why does he puniſh me for not 
doing of that which F cannot ? thvs thod art 
far from being: bnmbled : the truth is, thou 
mighteſt ger a great deal by knowlege , by 
exhortation, and: reproofs, and: corrections, 
but thou wilt not : is it not eaſier to leave # 
{ſin when thou knoweſt it , than when thog 
att ipnorant'of it ? to be moved when thou 
artexhorted,- than when thou- art not admo* 
nithed at all ? to. forſake a finful-courſe when 
once God: hath imbittered it to thy fleſh 'by 


correchons, than when it was ſweet ? 4s it not | 
eaſter to give over Druakenneffe, when thy _ | 
| Cele 


i 
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ceſſe is bitter to thy ſtomark, than when it was 
pleaſant ? ſo itis with every other finn, thou 


| mightſt get a great deal of good by every one of 


Gods dealings, but thou wilt not. Why ſhould you 
be ſtriken any more? ye will revolt more and 
wore, Eſay 1.5. Ye will fayes God,this is Gods 
language, he findes fault with thy Will, but thou 
findit fault with his Will, Why does he ſmite me 
more and more? cannot but revolt, I cannot do 
235 he would bave me; may be thy luſts are more 


| mannerly than to lay thus; but this ſecret grum- 
| blivgis inthee, if 


ou ſfayeſt that thou (kckeſt 
at 2 cannot, and therefore thou canſt not be 
humbled. 


- In theſecond place, ifit be thus, thereaſon 


why thou doſt not amend, is not becauſe thou i 5 
canſt not, but becauſe thou wilt not. —_— 
the hea - 
See here then the deceit of thy heart. dra 
nefle. 


If God would give me Grace, T would wil- 
lingly do any thing, this is nothing but the 
deceitfulneſſe of thy beart, which is deceitful a- 


bove all things. For thy heart does bat here 


lie unto God ; I would very fain, if God would ſer.19. $: 
inable me, thou heft , God knowes it is not ſo : 
Like the wilful Jewes, they would be Gods 
People, they would ay themſelves upon God, 
God tells them in effect they lied , 1 knew thou 
wert obſtinate, andthy neck.ts an Iron finew, and 
thy brow Braſſe, Iſay 48.4. Wouldeſt thou bes 
eve me ? No, no, I knowthou art obſtinate 


'and will not; ſo God knowes thou art ob- 
ſtinaze, I cannot fee this is a fin to jay faith 


and 
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and truth , I cannot ſee tis a ſfinn notto pray 
daily in my Family ,-not to repeat the Sermon 
every Sabbath : if 1 could ſee itwere a fin, 1 
would mendit; no, no; thou lieſt unto God; 
thou art obſtinate,. and thou wouldit not have 
ig#ſin, and thou wilt not believe it, and if thou 
didft know it to be one,thou wouldft not reform 
us: ::: | 
Secondly , Hereby thou dodgeſt with God, 


and thou tempteſt the Lord. If God would give | 


me grace., I would do it -, this 1s nothing bur 
dallywmg' and trifling with the Lord, for why 
doſtthou not ſet abour it, and try every Day 
what thou canſt do ? if God would butquicken 
me,:.and perſwade me,: and compel me, and en- 
ableme;1 would do it. Alas thou dodgeſt with 
God.as the people in the Goſpel, if be will come 
.down from the Croſſe, we will believe in him, Mat. 
.27.42..”They had no will to believe in him, this 
was nothing but dodging : Chriſt had done e- 
nough | for them to; make them believe, if they 
had any ſuch will, andthis was nothing but a 
retence of cheir deceitful heart. | 

- Thirdly, Hereby thouſhuMeſt off the Word, 
when thou haſt heard it , God give me grace to 
do ſo as he hath taught me this day;: alas I can- 
not my fſelf,, God give me grace; and ſo ſhuf- 
fleſt it off, and thinkeſt no more of. it: like 
(thoſe you call) God-fathers in ſome places, as 
foon asever they are —__ at the Font to 
look tothe Child, and ſeehim brought up in 


Rgigion, they preſently go and put off the | 


eharge onthe Father, pray you take the charge 
upon you ; ſo thou layeitthe charge at _ 
. 00r, 


Es, 
YWwOUDIOASST 1 


| means to fay it ; Þtit this is thy ſhuffling to lay 
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deor, when God gives thee any duty in charge, 
thou layeſt it at his door, as though it ſtuck 
there , andtherethou letteſt it lie, not ſetting 
about itto do it: God give me grace, repen- 
tance is his gift, andif he do not give it, T can« 
not repent, I would, but I cannot, if he do not 
Siveit: the ſpeech is very g00d, and becomes 
a godly ſoul that- makes Conſtience of the 


it at Gods «door , as though it ſtuck there ; 
Godtells thee plainly , it does not ſtick at him, 
he would have all to come unto Repentance, 
2 Peter 3. 9g. Butthou wilt not come, and this 
is the deceit of thy Heart to ſhuffle it from 
thee. 

In the third places it ſo, that the reaſon wh 
thou doſt not amend, 's not becauſe thou ca 
not,but only becauſe thou wilt not ? 


Oh then m 7 Brethren learn to be humbled. 


This point calls for humiliation, — 
Firſt , Here lies eſpecially the pride of the V/e 3. 
Heart, not in Mens Cannets,but their Will nots, Lngage _ 


when a Soul does whatſoever it can, reforms 00" 


s 
Þ> 


as much as it can, uſes as many means as it * 
can, and as oftenas it can, thisis not a proud 
heart, but a proxd heart isthat eſpecially which 
ſticketh at a will not. If ye will not hear, my 
Soul ſhall weep in ſecret places for your Pride * 
\ Fer.13.17. Mark, for your Pride, if you wc 


»ot ; he does not ſay , if you cannot, my ,Soul 

ſhall weep for your Pride, if yeſtick at a an 
V ur Fridge, | - 

, not 
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not, butifye ſtick at a will not, do not think 
this point does lifc up mens wills, no, this poyat 


- does as much beat atthe humbling of the will, 


- any poynt under Heaven, for here lies the pride 


asjof the will and therfore bereye muſt be hum- 
hled. 

Secondly, here lies eſpecially the hardning 
of the heart: when a Man ſticks at acannot, he 
does not more and more harden his heart , bur 
onely ſticks-at the ſame hardneſſe he had. Be- 
loved, T hos deft then harden thy heart when thou 
Wilt not obey, andthereforebere's moſt need of 
thy humbling, to be humbled for thy wil-nors , 
its ſaid of Pharaob, he hardned ha beart, Exod. 
9. 34. What followes ? he wonld not let the chil. 
aren of Iſrael goe : thy will riots theſe are they 
that harden thy heart : doſi thou complain 
of the hardneſſe of chy heart? O go and 
humble thy Soul for thy will nots, theſe are 
the hardners of thy heart, naylet metell thee, 
thou haſt no hardneſſe of heart no more than an 
Infant or a Babe, but only that which thy will 
nots have made thee , and therefore thou haſt 
great reaſon to be humbled for thy will 
n 


ots. - | 
Thirdly, here lies eſpecially the ſtubborn- 
neſſe of thy heart ; when a child thatis comman- 


ded by bis Parents to obey, ſticks at a cannot” 
he obeyes as far as he can, but — ſticks. | 
borneſle” 


at a cannot, he is not ſtubborn, ſtu 


is when one ſticks at a will not : if a man have a | 
ſtubborn Son which will nog obey the voice of 


his Father, Deaz. 21. 18, —— —— 
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he 
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k& | the ſtubbornneſle of thy heart , and therefore 
© | heres moſt humiliation required. 

| 4 Fourthly,, here liesrhe greateſt deſpiſcngs of 
e | the Commandement of God; authority is never ſo 
- | much deſpiſed as when men will not fubmir 
to it: a Father is deſpiſed when a Son will not 
hear him, and a Maſter is deſpiſed when his ſer- 


: vant will not do as he bids lum , nay comman- 
t | dement cannot be deſpiſed but by wilk-nors, it 
- | may be omitted, and not obeyed by cannots, but 
4 | it cannot be deſpiſed but by will-nots, if ye 
£ ſhall deſpiſe my ftatutesſo that ye will not do all 


m7 Commandements&c. Levit. 26.15. O what 

infinite reaſon haſt thon to be humbled , that 

deſpiſeſt the Lord ? He cannot endure that men 

ſhould deſpiſe him ; he can put up any other 

wrongs Tather than this , that men ſhould de- 

ſpiſe him : but to beſlighted and deſpiſed he 

will not,cannot endure it. For three tranſgre(- 

frons of Fndah , and for four, I will not turn awa 

the puniſhment thereof, becauſe they have deſpiſed 

the Law of the Lord, Amos 2.4. he will notturn 

away the puniſhment of this fin, whenmen do 

deſpiſe him, whart infinite need then haft thou 

to be bumbled under thy will nor, thou deſpiſeſt 

the Commadement? | h 
Here's a word'to you that are Godly; O what? Uſe. the 

mercy hath the Lord ſhewed to you, and how, I 

 Jonghr you to be thankfull! never was there | 

teh mercy as this to ſhevy mercy to the vvilful, neſle of + 

{© vvofull Soul , very _ ſo great , the godly 

$þe t5 not the fit object of mercy: for 

{aiſcry be mercies objeR, yet joyn'd with yn Now 

ax 5 ne | 
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fulneſle its not to be pittied ; you have been as 
vvilfull as any, all cut our of the ſame rock , the 
Lord hath not only helpt you to mercy and 
grace, but alſo to a will to take it, When Ly 
was unwilling to go out of Sodewe, the Lord 
took him by the Arm, and carried him pertorce, 
now ſee how the Text expreſses it : the 
Angels took, hold of bis hand, the Lord being mer« 
cifull unto him, and they brouoht him forth, 
Gen. 19.16, Asif heſhould fay, would you 


fain ſtay? you ſhall nor, would you ſtand lin. | 


ring to .be conſumed with fire and brim» 
one ? you ſhall not; the Lord was mercifull to 
him whether he would or no. . So you had no 
mercy on your ſelves, butthe Lord had, ye 


were wilfull againſt mercie , and the Lord faſt |) 
ned mercy on you, whether you,would or no, |: 

{ his loving kindneſs , Pſal. 42, Pr 
8.Go mercy,and ſeize on them,go loving kind- | 
neſſe, and make them take ye, not as though | 


he commande 


God converted you againſt your wills : for 


when he converted you , your unwillingneſſe [{e. 
was taken away; but he made you of unwil. Þ#: 


ling, willing. Oh the infinite mercy of God, 
and the > L 
ful 


In the fifth place, to you that ſtand out in | 
A ſeaſent- your wilfulneſs ſtill; is it fo that ye Rick |, 


—_— at a will not f then be exhorted to be much in 


abaſing your ſelves before the Lord :. your 
ſtoutnels is intollerable , that you dare ſetup 


the briars and thorns againſt: God in. bactel z ſw 
down with)them and be wiſe:you barden your fy: 
: | gwn fe 


9 


te cauſe you have to be thank- 


0 
M 


th grofſeſs Self-nourder: 
11s [own hearts, and diſable your ſelves more and 
the more for repenting of it; ye deſpiſe the Lords 
ind Jpame by the ftubbornneſle of your troward 
Lot Iwill, you can never be ſaved except your wills 
"rd [ſRoop : before Chriſt will meaadle with a Soul, 
ce; [beet firſt ask,, art thou willing ? ashe asked the 
the [blind man , what wilt thou that I do anto thee? 
er. [Lord faies he,that 1 may receive my fight, Luk, 
th, [18. 41. -So the firſt queſtion he puts to thee is, 


ou [hat wilt thou? Lord that I may be hunible, pg.g, 51, 


in. {converted, purged: ifthou beeſt wiltull though 
m- [be never take thee in hand, but leave thee to 
| to [ty ſelf , he will be Juſtified in thine eternal 
no confuſion. | | 
ye | Firſt, Is it not enough that thou haſt willing- 
alt- [ly fallenin Adaw, butthou muſt willingly 
©, [fandout again? God now calls thee to means 
42, bf grace,thou haſt ſtood out once already, and 
1d- [wilt thou be willfull to ſtand out again fas 1ſra- 
oh |, though in a miſtake faid to their brethren , 
- the iniquity of Peoy too little for us ; from 
fſe (be, which we are not cleanſed to this day ?bxt 
il. {hat ye muFt turn away this day too? Foſh.22.17. 
dd, $0 may I fay , is your vvilling Apoſtacy in 4- 
nk- p47 to0 little for you, from the vvhich ye are 
bot cleanſed to this day,but ye muſt vyillingly 
-in ſand our againſt Chriſt too? 
ick | Secondly, conſider, the very Saints of God 
bac have not half ſo many vvill-nots as you , 


500d but I cannot. I fay the very Saints of 
. ſod they labour to humble themfelvs every 
ay:0 wretched man that Iamelayes Pam, Ron. 
24. does Paxl cry out, Oh vvretched _ 

I a. 


- 


Conſider: 


ar ſtick more truly ata cannot; I vvould do 


_ & 
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that am ? he was a Saint of God,and heir of |tl 
heaven , and ſure of bliſſe, does he cry out of |f- 

himſelf, that he was wretched? oh whatinfi- |n 
nite need then haſt thou to be humbled! Thoy | hi 
art yet a child of hell, and beir of damnation, | re 
milfalliochy ſinsto this hour , 0h, wretched [a 
man that I am! ſo 

Thirdly, conſider the more ſhamefull ones [mM 

fin is, the more reaſn to be humbled , thy fin |#b 
is moſt ſhamefull, for thou corrupteſt thy ſelf, [wi 
they have corrupted themſelues , Deut. 32. 5.10 | 
thou corrupteſt thy ſelf, thy-will corrupteth it Jov 
ſelf. WC 
Nay fourthly conſider, there's no greater [an 
ſhame than to make away ones ſelf; thou de- [he 
ſtroyeſt thy ſelf, 0h Iſrael than deſtroye#t thy [30 
ſelf.Moxe credit to be {tab'd by the high way, [en 
nay more credit to be hanged on a Patibalum |lak 
as a Malefattor, than to murder ones ſelf. Put 
him into a hole, drivea ſtake through. his 
body, ſet.a Monument of ſhame on him. (1] F 
do not know whether it þe ſo among you, but) 
it-is in ſome places, when a man murders 
himſelf. So thou doſt murder thy ſelf ,- nay 
more, thy beſt ſelf; thou makeſt away thySoul. þ 
difobedi. BE VEXT then with = wicked will, what a 
enceis Mmadmanam1]1 ? I will have this lnſt , and1 ual 
foul-mur- will have that paſſion, like the people,we will N 
havea King oyer us; no, fayes Samuel, the hyig 
N 
pt 


der 
: Sam-12-Lord your od is your King; nay,'but wew#| 
; bave 4 King. So thou artwilfull , and thou 
wilt dothus;Oh do not do.it , the Lord baſe 
| forbidden thee ? Nay, but 1 will do.ic. 'Lbw|i;N 
's thou artiwilfull ; and thou wile.to He! ; xexa 


- 


Mol 13. 9. 


> 


— 


L 
L 
4 


the groſſeft Self-nenyrder: 

rof [thine own heart with this. When a nilful Male- 
t of |faftor comes afterwards to know that it he had 
nfi- [not been wilful the Judge would have ſaved 
ou him, Oh how will it vex him ! be could even 
on, | rend his own hair,and tear his own fleſh; what 
hed 1a mad man was I !I forſook mine own Clergy; 
ſo thou forſakeſt thine own Clergy, thine own 
nes [ Mercy, they that obſerve lying vanities forſake 
{in [4betr own mercy, Fonah 2.8.vex thine own heart 
ef, {with it, fay,I have forſaken mine own mercy. 
5.10} Fifthly, conſider, if you would but vex your 
hirJown ſouls with this ſerious conſideration, it 
would make you kick your lults under foor, 
ter [and cry out upon them, out upon you, ger yee 
de- hence,as they cried out upon their Idols, Eſay 
thy 130. 22. get ye hence, I ye hence, here is no 
yy, [fntertainment for you from henceforth, T for- 
um [ke mine own mercy as long as I keep you. 


—_—_———— 


(1] Having fhewed you, that except =; belief of 
ut) #hz pint be rooted in your hearts, ye 
ers  cannever be humbled : 


ul.; E Irſt, becauſe hereby you excuſe your ſelves 
from all your tranſgreſſions beſides origi- 
1 jaal 


wil Nay ſecondly, ye excuſe your ſelves for your 
the rig izal (in too. 


wi} Nay thirdly, you make all your fins to be 
on thing but infirmities, invincible infirmie 
vl Nay fourthly, you commend your ſelves 
- IS L A Nay 
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Nay fifthly, you block up the way to the |. 
throne of grace. 
Nay fixthly , you caſt all the blame upon 
Goa. | 
Firſt, becauſeyou lay the blame upon na- 
ture, 
Secondly, becauſe you caſt the blame on br 
temptations. | 4 
Thirdly, becauſe you lay the blame onthe |; 
emes. th 
Fourthly, becauſe you lay the blame upon | 
the Commandement. þth 
Nay ſeventhly , you find fault with all the 
dealings of God, 
Oh take heed then of theſe baſe pleas and 
pretences : For, 
 ThatT may interpofe four or five particulars | by 
unnamed. ha 
Firſt, this ſame pleading is the cauſe why you | . 
are lazie and idle inthe uſe of means ; namely, 
becauſe we ſuffer our hearts to plead, Oh we |. 
cannot do thus, we cannot beat down thise- |, . 
vill? why did the unjuſt Steward refuſe honeſt [? 
labour to work for his living? I cannot dig, faies 
he, Lake 16. 3. therefore he refuſed to labour; |, 
ſo. this is the cauſe why ye pray no more, and S 
reform no more, &c. Ye ſet your hearts thus |, 
to plead, I cannot do it:This is the reaſon why |, 
ye are backward to labour , how know ye [r: 
what may be done if ye would buckle to la- 
dour?but alas, 7 cavnor do it ſay you,and there- | 
fore ye are dead and dull and ſluggiſh to every A 
pood Ordinance. Shake off held Loep-trtell 4 
pleas, otherwiſe yee'l never buckle to labour, |. 
| Secondly, |- - 


ihe groſſeſ Self- murder. oz 
' Secondly, this ſame'pleading brings up an 
ill report upon piety and godlineſs, generally 
men think Religion is fo irkſome, and Holt- 
neſs 15 impoſſible. We cannot be Saints, and 
we are notable to be ſo holy; thele pleas bring 
an evill report on Religion.Like the Spies that 
brought an evil report upon Canaan. Num.13. 
ne (23: What fates the Textin.the verſe going be- 
© | fore? we be not ableto get it, ſay they, v. 3 1. 
this made the reſt of the people think hardly 
MN | of their going into Canaar : they generally 
h [rhoughs it waSto very little end, Oh they 
© | were not ableto winit: ſoye bring an evill 
4 [report upon the Heavenly Canaan, the fleſh is 
nd [too ſtrong, the devill too ſtrong, temptations 
== ſtrong, and its impoſſible to grapple with 
9 fthem all, we are not able to get maſtery. I 
| |Jay this brings up an evil- report on Religi- 
'0n, ye diſcourage one another. I cannot get 
quickning, and I cannot deny my ſelf. Yee 
bring up anevill report upon theſe duties, and 
Jyeare guilty of the evill cepott that goes up 
and down. | 
Thirdly, this ſame pleading is a —_— 
ul | againſt God,q. d. Why does God give me ſuc 
M* |Commandements that I cannot obſerve? Why 
dees he charge me to root out a luſt that I can- 
not root out ? this is to murmuy againſt God, 
YT ILike thoſe murmuring Diſciplog, ih.the Goſpel, 
when they were told they muf{-feed upon ; 
Chriſt, and as the body feeds upon meat, ſo: 
_ your ſouls muſt feed upon Chriſt; this 1s a 
#9 Thard ſaying, who can hear it, ſay they ? Chriſt 
. conſtrued this ſpeech to be' marmuring, Joh. 6. 
ly | Tx i 


c 
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60, 61. We cannot do this, and this is ſo hard 
we are not able to do it. The Text ſaies it was 
murmuring; When Feſws knew in himſelf that |. 
his Diſciples murwmured at it,chat pleading of a 
cannot -was a murmuring. So when thou 
Srumbleſt on this manner, I cannot walk thus, 
L cannot believe thus, &c. this 6 to murmur |. 
againſt God, nay this will bring thee to Apo- | 
ſacy ar laſt, if chou ſuffer thy heart to plead | 
thus.May be now thou art a forward profeſſor, 
yet beeſt thou never ſo forward and favoureſt |, 

any tuft, and I cannot give it over, 1 cannot | 
root it out, &c. Tay this will break thy neck be, 
at the laſt, if thou doft not look to it. Soit Je 
was with thoſe forenamed Diſciples,they were |; 
very forward Pfofeſlots, for they were the |. 
Diſciples of Chriſt; ſaies the Text; yetthoſe ]' 
Diſciples, they went away back, and walked no |, 
#ore with Chriſt, verſ. 66. their pleadings of 
their cannots, drove them to Apoſtacy; they if 
went away back. $6'thou wilt go away back, 
and fall into ApoRacy if thou fuffer thy heart 

to ſtand pleading of cannots in this manner. 
Fourthly.;rhis is the ſawſieſt excuſe of all ex- «|, 
cuſes, many finners excuſe their own ſelves, but | 
there.is more-manherlineſs in all their excuſes : 
T pray thee have me excuſed, faies one, I have (t 
bought fiveoRe of Oxen,and I pray thee have |,, 
me excufed;;;{hies the other , I have botghta | 
purchafe)Fiprdythee have me excuſed. Theſe |,, 
though wreteclied excuſers and turned out from 
all mercy, yet they were ſomewhat more |. 
mannetty; bur 1 cannot come ſaiſt thou] have |þ, 

marrieda Wife , and I caunet come, Luke 14- 
| 20, © 


#t groſſeſt Self-maurder: — 
20. this-1s a moſt ſawcy excuſe, thou telleſt 
Chriſt in-plain terms , Tcannot come, 9. d. ye 


' {mayeven fave your labour to invite, for this 
| {sſhortand long, as we ſay, I cannot come. 


This I putin only by the by. 
I have ſhewed you ſome of the deceits of the 
heart in pleading theſe cannots. 
* Firſt, howitlies unto God. 
Secondly, how it dallies with God. 
Thirdly , how hereby it puts off the word. 
And then ſhewed you the {trong reaſon we 
have to be humbled under theſe wil-nots. 
Firſt becauſe here chiefly /zes the pride of the 
heart, not in mens cannots,but in their wil-nots, 
Jer, 13.17. 
Secondly here lies chieſly the hardning of the 


 Jbeart, Exod. 9g. 344,35. 


3 
- Thirdly, here lies chiefly the tubbornneſſe of 
the heart,Deut. 21.18. | 
Fourthly, here lies chfefly the great deſpiſing 

of the Commandements of God, Levit. 26.15. 

* Fifthly, nowto $0 on, here lies the reaſon 
why Divinesſay that the convertion of a ſinner 
s a harder work than the Creation of Heaven 


'fand Earth,for thus they do reafon: when God 


created Heaven and Earth he had nothing'to 
reſiſt him ; as he had nothing to help him , 
(he made all of nothing) ſo he had nothing 
to reſiſt him. There was but one difficulty in 


{the Creation of Heaven and Earth; but in the 


converſion of a ſinner there be two difficulties. 
Firſt, here is the ſame difficulty that was in 
creation,for God makes a Convert of nothing; 


he had nothing to help him, not one thought, 


: I 4 not 
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yot one defire, not one good inclinatidn : and 
therefore the Scripture calls it a nevy Creati- 
on; vvhoſoever is in Chriſt 3s a new ereature,2 
Cor.5.17.thar 1s,created anevvy. And,therefore 
there vvas —_ prxixitent, no not one 
thought, all the thoughts of men are only e- 
vil , and that continually. So there is the ſame 
difficulty that vvas1n the creation of Heaven 
andearth: and then | 

[Secondly , there is another difficulty more 
than there vvas in the creation : for as there 
vvas nothing przixiſtent to help, ſo there vvas 
nothing to reliit.But here is ſomething toreſiſt, 
the Will it reviſteth; now the cannot does not 
reſiſt, No, the beſtowing of the new powers is 


'no morethan another creation.But the chang- 


ing of the willis more than another Creation, 
for the wil itreſiſteth,yea and it ſets all the ſoul 
a reſiſting. Carnal reaſon reſiſteth, carnal de- 
fires they reſiſt, all the ſoul itreſiſteth : and 
the greateſt reliſtance of all is the reſiſtance of 
the will : forthe wil) is the utmoſt ſtrength of 
the ſoul. And therefore here lies the infinite 
difficulty of the converſion of a ſinner,name- 


ly in the turning of the. will : it requireth | 


more power, than was required to the creati- 
on of Heaven and Earth, God put himſelf 
forth more when he converteth a ſinner, 


then when he createda World , and there- 


fore the Scripture calls the day of converſion 
of mens wils,the day of his power. Thy people 
ſhal be willing in theſday of thy power, Pſal.110. 
3. Inthe day of thy power, mark, its cal- 
Itd a day of thy power , when he con- 

| ED verteth 
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verteth a people to be willing. ms be. 
cauſe the will did reſiſt him ; nay God 
own ſelf to reſiſt him, anger ſteps in his way 
to reſiſt him, Convert Pim not Lord, his 
wilfulneſfe hath anger'd thee; Juſtice ſteps in 
to reſiſt him, ſave him not Lord, his fins 
have diſhonoured thee. Nay he had his mer- 
cy to reſiſt him:Mercy ſtepsin , Lord be hath 
abuſed me, fave him not. Indeed had a fin- 
ner vielded as ſoon as he ſinned, mercie 
would not reſiſt him, but mercie had been 
dealing with him , and heabuſed all mercie. 
And therefore he had mercie to reſiſt, nay 
and wiſedome one would think to reſiſt too , 
what a wilfull fool?pitty him notLord. There 
is no reaſon he ſhould be pittied, if he will 
periſh et him periſh. Ifay in the converſion 
of a ſinner,as there was nothing to aſliſt him, 
fo there was all to reſiſt. The will does reſiſt 
him,nay God hadhimſelf as I may ſo ſpeak 
toreliſt him,yea,and mercy to reſiſt him; it was 
not ſo in the creatiol of Heaven and Earth. 
The creature had neyer provoked God not to 
create it: but the ſinner hath provoked God 
never to convert him, ſo that now God muſt 
have power over himſelf if he mean to c6vert 
him.Oh then what infinite reaſon haſt thou to 
be humbled?thou refiſteſt God, as Stephes told 
the Jewes, you have alwaies reſiſted the Holy 
Ghoſt, Ats7.51. ſothou haſt reſiſted Gods ſpi- 
rit, yea, thy will does reliſt him , andthat 1s 
the ſtrongeeſt thing to reſiſt in the world. His 
word comes to convert thee,21:d thou doſt re- 
ſiſt his motions , his mercies, his ——_ 
is 


ad higNote: 
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his ordinances and all holy means to convert * 


thee, thou deſt reſiſt them, nay his Spirit con- 
rendeth' within,and thou doſt refiſt him. 


f gave yowfive things to conſider,what it is 


to ſtick ar your wil-nots. I beſeech you conſi- 
der yet farther. 

Firſt, if youwill not , Gods Miniſters have 
diſcharged their duties , and have left your 
blood on'your own heads, they can go no far- 
ther if you will not; the Groom can but carry 
the Steed unto watering,as we ſay,if he wil not 


drink he cannot help it, ſo-they can't helpit, | 


your blood lies upon your own heads, they 
ave difcharged their duties. When Abrahams 
ſervant ob eRted , and how if the woman will 
not ?  Abrarnam he anſwers,if the woman wil- 
not be willing, then thou ſhalt be clear of my 
oath,Gen.24. 8. So Lord, how if they willnot? 
may we fay,nay if they wil not,let them chuſe, 
thow art clear; the Lord hath ſworn us to 
preach and teach,and-exhorr,and reprovegand 
invite you to grace; but if we do fo, and you 
will ne:, we can't help it, your blood is on your 
own heads; we have difcharged our oath and 
our duty, we would be glad that you would , 
but if now you will not, we have diſcharged 
our duties. Nay, | 
Secondly, if you will not, the Goſpel hath 
deliveredits errand,ye are guilty of your own 
everſaſting perdition, the Goſpel hath deliver- 


edits meffage,and this is the n_ Whoſoe- 


- wer will fot him take of the water of life freely 
 Revel.22.17.This meſſage hath been deliver 

to you often; its the laſt exhorcationin np 
whole 
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the groſſeft $elf-murder. 
whoſe Bible : like one in the evenins of the 
marker, he is even about to take down hisftan- 


| ding, I have told you my loweſt price, if you 
| will have it, take, if not,chuſe,] mult be gone.$o 


this is the end of Gods book:as if he ſhould ſay, 
E ameven a cloſing up my book,ſpeak quickly, 
if ye will,come,and welcome: butif notT am 
Sone. If yet you will not, you will not ſubmit: 
nay, but you will have your luſts, and your ſto- 
macks will not come down, you will not ftir 
a jot beyond your painted civility and forma- 


- | lity : you will not be more covſcionable than 


you have been, not frequent holy duties more 
than you have done : nor get more holineſs 
than you have done, then if Will will have 
will, Will muft win wo. Nay, 

Thrrdly, if you will not, the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt hath done that it came for : it cameto 
tender you mercy upon very eaſie terms, to of- 
fer you grace and pardon, and ſalvation and 
Heaven,and all upon very free coſt. If you had 
rather that fin ſhould be your maſter,than that 
Chriſt ſhould be your maſter : if you will nor 
hearken & obey, I ſay the blood of Chriſt hath 
done that which it came for ; and your ſouls 
ſhall know ye ſhall be worſe offered; you have 
knowledge of the truth ,Chriſt hath offered you 
very fair; and you cannot but know it,and yet 
you wilt nt '{ubmit to it ; aſſure your ſelves 
you ſhall'be worſe offered : for next to your 


will nots, comes Chriſt leaving you deſolate. 


As Chtiſt told feruſalem, I would,bat you would 


 $08:what follows? Behold your honſe 4s left un- 
I BL aeſ late, Mat.23.37,38.S0 Chriſt would 


and 
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and you would not , he:-hath given you graci- 
ous offers, but you will not : therefore you 


may look to be worſe offered, your ſouls to be | 


deſolate. Nay, - 


Fourthly, if you will not, ye murder your | 


own ſouls : when a man hath murdered him- 


ſelf, the Coroner comes and he does fit on | 


him, and heenquires, and he examines, and 
who bath murthered this man ? and when he 
finds that it was himſelf that did murther him, 
ſo he concludes, andthat man is branded for 
murthering of himſelf , ſo you murther your 
own ſouls. The ews their ſouls were all mur- 
thered , well, when the Coroner fate on them, 
he concluded they nad murthered themſelves, 
O Iſrael thos baſt deſtroyed thy ſelf, Hoſ. 13. 9. 
So if the Coroner lit on thee, its moſt certain 
he ſha!l find thou haſt murthered thine own 
ſelf, O what a company of you is there, your 
fouls are quite murthered , one in one fin, ano- 
ther in another, who hath murthered theſe 
men? not God, he was ready to help them : 
notthe Miniſter, he did uſe all weans to fave 
them; he hath not been wanting to teach.them 
andexhort them. No, your own ſelves have 


murthered your ſelves, you would be carnal, | 


and you would be proud, and you would not 
lie down to the word : when the Coroner fits 
on you, he mult neceſſarily conclude,you have 
murthered your ſelves ; your own wills have 
condemned you. 

You rememder what exhortations tye gave 
you. As ever you regard mercy to huinble 
your ſelves, we told you the firſt queſtion 

Chriſt 


T1 


ings Jon 


| 


| 


the ſum of the whole Goſpel 


' nya mans ſelf and to take up Chriſts Croſſe 
and ſo follow him : now ſee the will is preſup- 


_ as ready: if any man will 
et 


him deny himſelf. &c, Lak, 9g. 23. ne'ra 
Commandment of the Goſpel, ne'r a promile, 
ne'r a one paſſage but O_ the Will : 


Chriſt will not open his mout, 
be brought down. 


ve groſſeſt Self-murder; 

| Chriſt asks, is, if ye be willing, as he ask'd 
the blind man, what wilt thou ? Luk. 18. 41. 
| if thou beeſt not willing, hee'l never take thee 
' in hand : the ſubjects of the kingdom of grace 
| muſt be willing. Chriſt will never come into 4 
ſoul, where his will may be affronted by ano- 
| ther, Heaven cannot bear two Suns, nor onep,rjcyy 

heart two wills; if thy will be not crucified, dues ſoles. | 
| and made agreeable to Chriſts , Chriſt cannor 4 
dwellin thy heart; there would be two con- 
trary wills 1n one heart : and this cannot 
be : if Chriſt come, he vill have theſe and theſe 
luſts turned away, which thou wouldſt fain 
keep ; he will have this done and that done, 
and thou wilt not : two contrary wills can ne- 
ver ſtand together. No, if thy will be contra- 
ry to Chriſt, Chriſts will will be contrary to 
thine : if thy will be to do that which will of- 
fend him,his Will will be to do that which will 
vex thee : If ye will walk contrary to me, 1 will 
alſo walk, contrary to you, Levit. 26. 23, 24- 
No, no, your wills they muſt bow, or Chriſt 
will not take you in hand : the will is the ge- 
neral ſuppoſition of all the whole Goſpel ; 


Celam non 


is this, to de- Note, 


come after me, 


except thy will 
= 


of the 
Lord. 


Note, 


ith 
An awak- | 
ning him, of the Lord, and ſo I'le make a conclufion of 
for che re- a1l.] pray God ſmite home this point into your 
hearts ; for though your wils be tamed and | 


A few-words to you that are the redeemed 


ſubdued in regard of the wicked, you do not 
Rand out asthey do, neverchelefs oblerve you 
this point : there's many a Canaanite that re- 
mains ſtil in our boſoms, - that we may thank 
our own wills for not rqoting out. We do not 
putour ſelves forth ſo much as we might, nor 
labour in the Lord fo ſeriouſly as we might, 
nor walk ſo cloſe as we might : Oh beloved 
theſe theſe ſame will nots do us all the mif- 
chief that ever is done us. For - 

Firſt, We never fan againſt Goſpel, but only 
upon will-nots: indeed we fin againſt the law 
in every of gur cannots, but we never{in a- 
eainſt the Goſpel, bur only in our will-nots. 


'The Goſpel requires nothing of a believer, but 


thar which is given him, and therefore we ne- 
yer ſin againſt the Goſpel, bur only in our wil 
nets: this is the voice of the Goſpel «4; kan 
ifanyman wil, Joh»7. 17. Oh then ler us ſtir 
up our ſelves , ſhall we fin againſt goſpel, and 
be angry againſt mercy ? 

Secondly, we can never diſpleaſe Gad, but 
only,upon w:l-zots. I ſpeak only upon Gods 
people : we can never ſtain ourcceptance 
with God, hur only in our wilnots, though 
we cannot but fin1n our prayers, but fin1o 
our duties, but {in in every thing that we do : 
yet this does not ſtain our acceptance with 
God,nor blemiſh it one whit, when God hath 
ear.wi/ls; for if there be a vvilling mind, its. 

3 accepigd 
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th ejef Salf-amader. 


accepted according to that which,a manhath, 


| and not according to that which a manhar 
| not, 2 Cor. 8. 12, But when Gad would have 


| us mend this, and we wil not,and reform:that, 


) 
| 
: 
| 


| and we wil not,welet ſecurity and floth.break 


into.our wils; here, and here .only do we dif 
pleaſe our good:God; this isa main thing 49 
conſider; is there but one thing wherein we 
may diſpleaſe God, and ſhall we not:take heed 
of that! 

Thirdly, Conſcience can never.condemn.us 


' bur only.upon #/ 2ots, when a:child of God 
- fins, and he cannot otherwiſe chooſe, his,con- 
ſcience can-never condemn bim. AchildQ 
Gods cannets , be they never ſo many, nay if 
they were millions more than they are , they 
never hinder ſincerity; ſincerity is rooted © 
inthe wil, it is our wil.not that is the breach. 

: ſincerity,and therefore here.only the conſci- 
ence.condemns ; does our conſcience reproach 
us.in our waies ? let us:thank.our wi/-xots for 
this: have welittle peace? it.is/becauſe of the 
rebellion of our wil.nots. Ah,ah,this is an infince 
evil,for it hinders our comforts,ithinders our 
boldneſle of acceſſeto the Throne of grace,it 
hinders our patience, andevery good duty , 
this does us infinite hurt, .it ſtabs to the. heart, 
and wounds our very ſoul, when -our-conſci- 


4 ence affordeth little-peace , -O-ithinders very 


Srievouſly;all bisis long of our-will-nors, be- 
cauſe we will not beſo carefull and ſo circum- 
ſpe& as we might. | 

Fourthly,God can-never be ſo with us 
but only upon wil-"gss; its ue a5 long as 
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man 1s notin Chriſt , all the ſcore ſtands, and J 
Godis angry for all; but Godis angry for no || 
thing but will-nots in his children, as Nehemir + 
ah ſaies of God speople i»7 ndah,they would not -Þ 
bear,therefore God gave them up into the hand of \' 
the people of the land, Nebem.9.30. God is not 
angry with his people for cannots , but only 
for their will-nots, it is our will-nots that | | 

d does not ſo go out with our Miniſters,nor | 
ſo quicken his word to.your hearts. It is for | 
our will-nots that he threatens our land, and | 
begins to abridge us of our ſpiritual food, and | 
ſhewes ominous ſignes of his departing away © 
bs. from us, andare we not even fick unto death 
84 for theſe will-nots? We complain of our 

6 deadenſſe, and what trow we 1s the cauſe, | 
t our will-nots ?: We complain of our cor- | 


| 
| 


tions,and of the leanneſle of our ſouls,ans 
-whom may we thank, bur our will-nots? we 
might grow more than we do , what lets us 
bur our will-nots? What makes ſome of us g0 
down the winde ? as we fay , but becauſe we | 
will noerferatarroweguards? Theſe, theſe; . 
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